astonished. But you 1look troubled
and wornied, and not a bit like your
usual self. If there is any way I can
help you I shall be delighted.”
~Lady Loxton smiled for the first
time, Evidently she had not the slight-
est suspicion of Vera’s object, and
even Alonzo no longer regarded Vera
Wlit:h a hostile glance.

“Wie are in trouble,” Lady Loxton
S@Ml. “It is the old story of the
pitcher that goes once too often to the
well. We were in that Brighton busi-
ness and somebody unfortunately rec-
ognized us. So we came here on the
Gham»cle_ of finding one of those fishing
boats in which we could get over to
H‘Ollam‘d. We thought we could hide
‘he;ll‘e until the oppontunity came.”

o Ah, I am afraid I don’t know any-
/ing at all about that,” Vera said.
It is out of my line altogether. And
?;ow let me get you something to eat.

am sure you must need it. Oh, na
’fTQufble. I have only to ring the bell.”

The bell was answered a moment or
two later. But the man standing there
Was not the caretaker, but Hallett.

CHAPTER XLVIIL
Beyond the Power of Evil.

ITH an oath Alonzo flung aside
?he cigarette he had lighted and
jumped to this feet. He had
seen the trap like a flash, and he
moved ‘a pace forward as if he would
h_‘aV‘e‘ fallen on Vera and choked the
life out of her. It was maddening to
be fooled by @ child like that, to be
deluded by her smiles and innocence.
It was all very well to sneer over
many a wise man who had been snar-
ed by Lady Loxton’s artlessness, but
it was quite another matter now that
the same weapons were turned upon
‘himself. And, moreover, he was nol
armed. He had always despised the
class of spy who travelled with a Te-
Volver in his pocket. Amd he knew
too the determined character of the
man who stood there smiling grimly
I the doorway.

“You have done exceedingly well,
Miss Leroux,” Hallett said. “Let me
congratulate you on the way you have
Managed this little affair. Will you
k}_n.day git down, Senor Alonzo. You
Will gain nothing by violence. Lady
Loxton, I regret to say that you are
my prisoner. A few days ago I ar-
rested Mrs. Blair Allison in this very
room. I might as well tell you that
fhe and her husband are both in cus-
ody, as also are' Allison’s confeder-
ates. It was very unfortunate that
you should come here.”

b Lady Loxton showed her teeth in a
hjnllllla.nt smile. She could not forget
er blandishments even now.

“We came to see our friends,” she
Said.

i ‘No doubt,” Hallett replied. ‘But
we real reason why you came here
coas because you were recognized in
5 1(11nmttion with that Brighton affair,
tlrlh you were astute enough to see
is ‘}?‘t your career in England was fin-
o ed. You will stay here till to-mor-
OW, when you will both be handed
gver to the police. As doubtless you
a’awe both been here before you are
.uhme of those armoured turrets in
. fﬂ?‘b roof. They will make two very
“fe‘ct‘fldem cells, where you will be per-
Laﬂy safe till the morming. Now,
So ¥ Loxton, will you please go first.
enor Alonzo after you.”

‘t‘hAl'D‘D‘ZO crept along unwillingly into

e hall. He glared round him with
Hidray desperate idea of escape in his
el but the sight of the caretaker
v@"l'nfdmkg there stolidly fingering a re-

ver caused him to change his mind.
sm‘g‘o@emt or two later and the two
the S were locked securely away in
i (lis'geel-‘h;ne‘d turret bedrooms which
vt ubt thad been erected at some
‘dhn? as a possible platform for ma-
r_we guns.  Vera breathed more
prmy‘ when the keys were turned
for them and they were powerless

T funther harm.

% l']l;haxt was well done,” Hallett said.
,m.a‘kiggmomy well dome. We are
DPated. a bigger bag than I antici-
“ ;'t was @, Dureil accident,” Vera said.

3 see how I can take any
g(’;‘éfigegvom it. They were so easily
the might and you came back just at
i :gnig t time. I do hope everything
X ng well outside.”

Splendidly,”  Hallett explained.
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“Nothing could be better. That last
message of your’s has done the trick
beautifully. In addition to the four
fishing smacks we have lured in a
ship which would be rather difficult to
describe. She is a sort of combina-
tion between a hospital craft and a
mission vessel flying the flags of all
nations. She has been hanging about
for weeks and nobody seems to have
had the slightest suspicion of her.
But the last hour Inchcliffe has been
cruising about in one of his motor
boats picking up a heap of informa-
tion. It was he who suggested that I
should fish for the stranger with one
of the code signals, and your last mes-
sage was responded to at once. Now
the whole lot are there together in the
bay, land almost at any moment the
crews may come here for instruc-
tions. Our iddea is to tackle them one
by one as they come in and lay them
out. There won’t be more than thirty
of them altogether, and we have got
plenty of room for them in the big
turret bedroom, where they will be as
safe @as if they were in York jail. And
that reminds me that this will be no
place for you, Miss Vera. You had
better let my man here escort you
back to the castle—

“Oh, I must stay,” Vera said. “I
should like to see the finish of this
thing. You never know dif my ser-
vices might be useful.”

ALLETT demurred, but finally
gave way, much against his bet-
ter judgment. He was half dis-

posed ito argue the point further when
the front door opened and the others
came in.

They looked smiling and confident
enough, they had the air of men who
have idone big things.

“So all goes well?” Hallett asked.

“Couldn’t be better,” Inchecliffe said.
“That third signal of yours did the
trick, I mean the one about the mines.
I left Montague and the other two at
the foot of the cliff just by the side
of the caves, and as I set off on my
little trip round the smacks I caught
a glimpse of & boat coming in.. There
was only one man in it, and I feit
quite sure that he was coming to get
those mines ready. Montague will
tell you what happened afterwands.’”

“We spotted the beggar all right.”
Montague took up the story. “We fol-
lowed him across the sands and saw
him enter one of the caves. He pro-
duced a lanterm, after which, with the
aid of a lever, he lifted a spring trap
and a lot of big rocks flung back on
hinges and disclosed a cavern be-
yond. Really a most ingenious af-
fair, but that’s not the point. Inside
the cave were quite a hundred mines
all ready for use. 'Then we dropped
on our man, who showed fight. We
did not want any noise of revolvers,
so we promptly shot him and put an
end to that game. Oh, yes, we killed
him right enough. Then In.oh'c_l‘iffe
came back and expounded @ little
idea of his own. We filled up l'ﬂs
motor-boat and the spy’s boat with
mines, and for the last hour we have
been doing a little laying of our own.”

«Rather a dangerous game,” Hal-
lett observed.

“It might be in less expert hands
than mine,” Inchcliffe said coolly.
«But I know what I am doing, as you
will see presently. When my little
programme COmes off there won't he
any of those mines left to damage any-
body.”

Hallett let it go at that. He knew
that in Incheliffe he had ian ally who
could read the sea and who under-
stood the strategic side of it like an
open book. Moreover, there was O
time to argue, for at any moment the
crews of the smacks and the sham
hospital ship might be arriving for
their instructions.

“We can discuss the point later,”
Hallett said. “Meanwhile it seems to
me that 1 can hear steps on the gravel
cutside, You are all armed, aren’t
you? Good! ‘Open the door.”

The caretaker flung the door back
and four men slouched in. By the
way they advanced it was evident that
this was by no means their first visit,
for they made straight for the dining-
room quite unaware of the fact that
they were flanked by six resolute arm-
od men. They turned sharply as Hal-
lett spoke.

(To be continued.)
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