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Winnlpeg, April, 1912.

Thne Theft of the Dudley
Diamonds.

By Walter Hlaokett. Auýthor of «By Dead Reckoning," "The Squadron of the
Air,' 'etc.

BY-the very nature of hisqalmany - nay,
Most - of the ex-'
traordinary exploits
of Herr Otto Schmalz
th e preventer o f
erime, have ,emained
u mrecorded. The fact
that as a mile he

WSs Succeesofl, and that thecnt-

l lated crimeirs 'not'e#en attempted,-
eft nothing to b. told. Tihis, hoiwe'ver,

was not true iii every instance. Indeed,
in some of his cases the surrounding facts
were so remarka.ble that they are weli
worth narrating. Sucit, for example,
were the circumstances of the nQw
famous thef t of the Dudley diamonds.

0f ail of the essential incidents of
that celebrated case I was an eye.,wit-
ness. Indeed, it was a letter from me
to my lifelong friend, CaTleton Dudley,
that made the affafr possible. 1 wrote
reqiiesting the loau of a large sum of

send it forth again with an added radi.
ance.

I gazed at them spellbound, %v-iiie
Carleton Dudley watched me with an
amused omile.1

îîlYey are the Dudley diamonds," he
said at length, "one of the mout cele-
brated collections of gemainl the world.
That le lÊww my father, and his father
before him, invested every dollar they
eouid spare. Dianionds, yon ace, wete
their hobby. The collection was lef t te
me under one condition-it was not un-
der any circumstances te be dispersed.
1 may only dispose of it to some one
who wiIl keep it intact, and never have
1 been able to discover a purchaser who
could afferd Ito pay even a. part of its
value under such conditions. Se you
eau understand thst even whiie I own
gemns worth more than a million, I arn,
nevertheless, a poor min."

He paused, but 1 was stuII too dazed
to apesk.ir-s tood staring at tic glitter-
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money. I had been caugbt in a faîl-
ing market, and needed the fundis early
the following morning in order to save
me from aibsolute ruin. The mffssen-
ger who carried my note to Dudley re-
turned with the answer that he him-
self would relly inl person.

An hour or so l'ater-it was then to-
ward the end of the afternoon-a ser-
vant ushered him jutexny library,
where I sat waiting' for hlm. lBe came
forward at once, and sblook bands witli
me. Then, thrusting his hand into bis
breast-pocket, hie drew forth a worn,
travel-stained chamois bag, and laid it
on the table bet'weein us.

"Dick ," lie -saîd, "I know thiat voit,
like evei',body else, think that 1 arn a
11<l hmian. W'cll, Fi'rn ot--or, at least,
Funi not riei as math' otiiers are ricli.
i \ept for- some iîivestmneîts wliich
' iehi nie etieugli te lue on, and nio mtore,

1 br lin ave ini the world is in
tIi it bagr

lor an instant 1 looked at lii in

iaii(ered to the shabl)v balg on thtetable. Ile saw nygltc ai îtd
stood it.

liN. e exe1ajniedl qtiekulv. "iloî't
louhlt 'nie. 1 ia î%e spokeiit lie triiiih.
,ont 'lîtîll sec tbla t for î'otrsel f.'

illî a qîîiok gestur1e. lie c-aitîli)
lit ltag andI emited ifs (<ntlitntlpon0

Ille tile: andtiI wbofîîr< e lcIlie iîost

ai Icii<t t<, -tii. of iaio1v l tliiO

liit tht Idte initu tliv rLIIu:i ily t<

ing jewels in silence. Trhey seemed te
fascinate me as the eyes of a snake fas-
cinate a bird.

Presently Dudley came arojund tîhe
table and laid lus lîand upon my ar'ii.

"But even t tough I am poor, 1 can
still help you," lie said gentiy. "Any
bank will lend you îvhat vou need on
stick security, and it is yours te pledge
as you see fit. That is why I have tak-
en it fromn my vauit to-day, for the first
time in years."

In My, gratitude I had turned and
seized lus hand, but bis last words senit
a shudder of alarm through me.

"Good ileavens, Ditek!" I cried. "Wlîv
did you do it titis afternoon? Why
didn't hýou wait until morning?"

T-e looked at mne in amazement. Hie
liait expected gratitude, aiîd here I was
taking him to task.

"I don't understaîidO lie remarked
coldly.

"Thieves," 1 explained. "MWhat a.
prize for theie! iHow shahl we keep tîhe
tlîings safely overnight?'

He lauîglîed gaily..
"Oh, thiere ivill be no trouble about

tlîait." lie sauut confideîttly. "No oee
kniows tîtat it w-as the jewe-is I took
ou t. "

"Yotu are sure of tliat?" 1 questioned.
ltlefoi-P lie ronild repl-. tlhe teleplione
[)(-Il 1 pshîpv.Jjiek'ed it up fron
thte tltît. it 1t Icalled i itth le
t rail.îiit tir.

I[li ri!tliled alieilvv voie -a
viueev lîilî it ial 1 no ilceideji accelit,
'vai dýilI1uîarkledly Germait. "Is ithat
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