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aLbove described, inchlding the regions drained by the Columbia, was, in fact, occupied by British
forces and governed by British laws, though there was not a single British soldier, techninl1y speaking,
within its limits."

- The Hudson's Bay-Company possessed, in 1844, twenty-two forts or establishments
west of the Rocky Mountains, of which severaf were situated on the coasts.

On the River Columbia were Fort Vancouver, Fort Walla-walla, Fort Okinagan,
Fort Colville; on the River Saptin or Lewis, a branch of the Columbia, were Fort Boisé
and Fort Hall.

To the south of the Columbia River were Fort George, which occupied the site of
the former settlement of Astoria, and Fort Umqua, near the mouth of the Umqua River,
which enters the Pacifie about 180 miles south of the Columbia.

At Puget Sound was Fort Nasqually, near which place also the Company had a large
agricultural establishment.

At the entrance of Fraser's River was Fort Langley, and further north were Fort
Alexandria, and Fort M'Laughlin on the coast.

In 1849, a grant of Vancouver's Island was made to the Company by the Crown,
but, in 1859, the island was resumed by the Crown, and was made a Colony.

In 1868, the Company surrendered their remaining territorial rights to the Crown,
and the territory over which those rights extended, under the title of Rupert's Land,
was subsequently admitted into and became part of the Dominion of Canada.
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