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no claim, but if iijured through no fault of their own we take care of them, pay their
hospital fees and make them some allowance. We do that voluntarily and we always
take care of our injured men.

Mr. CAsEY-You do not make any stated contribution to their benevolent fund?
Mr. TAIT-No, sir, we do not, nor do we call upon them to make any stated contri-

bution to a benevolent fund either.
Mr. CAsEY-In the case of the Grand Trunk fund is the contribution compulsory

by the men ? Is it kept out of their wages, or may they contribute or not as they please?
-Mr. WAIlNwlRIGHT-It is taken from them out of their wages. You will understand

that our fund covers not only injury, but sickness as well.
Mr. TAIT-In remote districts where population is sparse and doctors would iot

remain unless they were guaranteed some fixed compensation we eiploy doctors and pay
them a certain salary. Our nien pay 50 cents a month to that fund and they get the
doctors' services and drugs for tieinselves and their families except in midwifery cases.

Is it proposed, if this compensation clause is enacted, to relieve the railway companies
under the common law?

Mr. WAINwRIGHT-In our cases we (o not find that any payment that we have
made is taken into consideration in a court at a'].

Mr. CAsEY-It does not relieve a conpany of thsir common law obligations.

The Select Committee of the House on Bill No. 2, further to secure the safety of
railway employees and passengers, and Bill No. 3, to promote the safety of railway
employees, met on Wednesday. May 5th, 1897.

Mr. A. HUDS&N called.
Mr. CASEY-What is your position ?
7Mr. HUDSoN-I am chairman of the Dominion Legislative Board of Railway

Employees.
Mr. CASEY-HOW is that Legislative Board composed?
Mr. IIUDSON-This Legislative Board is composed of representatives of the different

railway organizations-the 13rotierhood of Locomotive Engineers, the Brotherhood of
Locomotiv e Firemuen, the Order of Railway Conductors, the Brotherhood of Railway
Trainnien, the Order of Railway Telegraphers, the Brotherhood of Railroad Trackmen.
These bills as you are aware came before the Comimittee or were introduced in the
House two or three years ago. Mr. Casey spoke to me in connection with thei and I
gave ny ideas at the time, not having any power from the Dominion Legislative Board
which was not formed at that time. The organization of the Dominion Legislative Board
of Iiailway Employees was caused by a bill introduced by Sir John Thompson. Since
then the Board has been organized and ail the different railway organizations belong to
it. I am its chairman and Mr. Low its secretary. At our meeting last vear when the
Dominion Legislative Board met the Government, these bills were taken up and amended.
Al we ask is what we consider right'and just in the interest of the railway employees
of Canada. We do not consider that the bills of Mr. Casey and Mr. Maclean are any-
thing more than what is just and right in the interest not only of the railway employees
but of the public, and also in the interest of the railway companies if they look at it in
the righît light. There is nothing that we wish to do or have said to induce the railway
companies to do what is impossible or something that has not already been done in the
_United States and in other countries. For that reason we took these bills and struck
out of them what we considered obnoxious clauses-clauses that we would have liked to
have had retained but which we did not consider altogether just to the railway con-
panies. Our committee appeared before Mr. Laurier and the members of the Govern-
ment, and, as the Premier said,, we were not asking for anything but what was fair and
just and right. I will say that it is the wish of the railway employees as a whole in
Canada, and the organized railway employees, that these bills should be passed as they
stand. They do not contain anything but what they consider just and right and they
think they should be passed as they stand. 1 refer to Mr. Maclean's, Mr. Casey's, Mr.
Gibson's and the Alien Labour bills. I have been requested to come here and represent


