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THE PEARL : DEVOTED TO PULITE LITERATURE, SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

For the Pesrl.

BIBLE PRECEPTS.
o No. 2, 7
. As anappropriate introduction to the commandments of the
" inspired Appsiles on the treatment of enemies, we beg leave to
- fquote the foliowing remarks fromn the Quarterly Review. ¢ People
“are apt to seethe force of evidence ar of argument anly asit
mnkes for their own prejudices—*the wish is father to the
‘thought.” The wolf when he was learning to read, could make
nothing cut of the letters, whatever they might be, that were set
before bim, but* lamb.” Cunworts suggests that uven geometri-
cal theorems, (that the three angles nla triangle for inslance, are
equal to Lwo right angles,) if connected with offensive-moral
truths, might possibly become the subject of doubt and contro-
versy. And Mr. Le Bus, who adopts this sentiment in his valu-
atla essny on Miracles, adds in a note, somewhat after the man-
ser of Warburton's Ilustrations, * If the Pythagorean propasition
(Euc. 1. 47.) were to.impose on mathematicians the Pylhagoreun
maxim of n strict vegetable diet, what earnivorous student of
peometry would ever get to the end of the first hook.in Euclid ?
Or if wa could conceive the doctrine of Flurions had, somehow
or other, been combined with un obligation to abstain from the
use of wine ; does any ono believe thut it would huve gained its
‘prosent undisppted establishment throughout the scientific world ?
Shoiild we not at this very day have many a thirsty analyst pro-
testing that hie waos under an absolute inability to comprehend or
‘to:credit thesystems 2> Bo fur the Review. And now, aban-
.~ doning all: proconcaived opinions,; “let us with all humility and
" “readiness of, mind, . recaive the law of kindness from.the lips of
those holy men who spnke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.
- “/t% Blesd them which persecule you ; blessand curse not (a)
v . Recompense to o maNevil for evil. () Provido
.things honest [premeditate things comely,—AMacknight] in the
sight-of a)l men, ITit be possible, as much aa lieth in you, live
. peaceably with ail men. Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves,
-‘but rather give place unto wruth [the wrath of God] : for it is
“seritten, - , '
‘. Venzeance is mine ; I will repay saith the Lord. THEREFORE,
if thine enemy hunger, feed him ; if he thirst, give hiw drink :
for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire on his head. Be not
- vvercome of evil, but vvercome evil with good. (¢). :
41 Owe nounin any thing, but to love oue another : for he that
-, -loveth nnother hath luiilled the law. For this, Thou shalt not
" -7 commit ndultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou shalt not steal, Thou
shalt not baear false witness, Thou shalt not covet ; und if there
_ bheany other commandment, it is briefly comprehended in this
_saying, namely Thou shult Jove thy neighbor as thyselll Love
- worketh No 1ns to his neighbor : therefore lovo is the {ulfilling
“of the law.— Paul’s letter-lo the Romaus. S
. "4¢ Love-suffereth long and is kind ; love envieth not ; lave
vagnteth:not: itsolf, is not puffed up, doth not bebave itself un-
1 'gl_n‘nly‘._'gbnlt‘elh(‘,lmr ticr owao, i3.not proveked, thinketh.no. 'evil,
rejoiceth not .in iniquity,” but-rejoiceth- in the truth, beareth all:
hings, believéih.all things, hopeth all things, enduareth all things.
2 Punl’s first letler lo the Corinthians, = -+ . oo Wi
,#*.Yé have béen:called ;unto liberty ; ‘only use-not liberty  for
»an, ocension to the: flesh, but by love serve vne another. “Tor all
the'law, is fulfilled in one word, even in this ¢ Thou shalt love
thy figighbour as-thyself:” But if ye bite and devour one another,

S take hued-that ye he not consumed one of unother. * e E Now

[

. the’works of the flesh are manilest, whicl ure these, . . ... .
. hatrod, vorianco, emulations, wrath, strife [brawlings]. . envy-
- ‘ings, murders, . . and such like : of the which I tell you hefure,
~as | have also told you in time pnst, that they which do such

things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.  But the fruit of the
.-Npirit is love, peuce, longsuflering, gentleness, goodness, faith
-[fidelity ] meckness, temperuuee ; ugainst such there is no law.—
- Paul’s leller lo the Galatiuns. ‘
“ e ye angry [at sin us Christ was, but not the sinner,] and
#1N NoT: let not the sun go duwn upon your wrath ; neither
‘give place to the devil.
¢+ Let all bitterness,. and wrath, and anger, and clamor, and
ovil-speaking be put away from you with all malice: and be ye
kind one to annther, tender-hearted, forgiving one another, cven
- ug God for-Christ’s suke hath forgiven vou. Be ye therefore

- fpllowers of Gad as dear children ; and walk in love, as Christ

. alse hath loved us.—Paul's letter ta the Ephesians.

" Put'on therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, bowels

« -af mercies, kindness, humbleness of mind, meckness, longsuller-

“ing 5. (forbearing ano another, and lorgiving ono anather, if any

;" an have a quatrel against any : even a3 Christ lorgave you, so

7 algy do ye.) And ahave gll these things put on love, which is

T the bond of perfectness.— Paul’s letler lo the Colossiuns.

“ Pat them in mind to be subjaect to-principalities und powers,
to obsy magistratas, 1o bo ready to every guod work, to speak
evil of no man, to be no brawlers, but gentle, showing-ull meek-
ness unto nll men.— Paul’s letter o Tifus.

¢ [[ ye fulfil the royal law nccording to the seriptare, * Thou
ahalt love thy neighbor as thysell,’ ye do well ; but if ys have re-
spect to persons, ye commit sin, and are convinced of the law
[of love] ns transgressors.  Ior whosoever shali keep [profess to
do so] the whole fuw [of love,] and yet offind in one point, he
ts guilty of all.  For-the Jaw [of love] that snid, ¢ Do not co_lnmil
adultery,® said also, *Do not kill.” Now, if thou commit no
adultery, vet il' thou kill, thow art became a trausgressor of the
lawr [of love.] So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be
judaed by the law of liberty. PFor he shall'have judgment with-
aut mercy that hath showed no mercy.; and' mercy rejoiceth
aguinst judgment.

**Wiho is a wisg arAx and endoed with knowledge among
you? let him show out of a good conversation his works with

 AREXNESS oF Wispoar; but if ye have bitter envying. and
- Atrife in your henrt, glory not, and lie not ‘ngainst the truth. This
. wisdom descendeth not from unbove, but is earthly, sensual,
" devilish.  For where eavying and strife is, there is confusion and

-« The repatition of the word dless, shews the impartance of this preceps,
anid yet In the very teeth ot it. is the moatto ot the kings of Great Britain—
_Honi s01t qui mal y prage—Evil ba to him tine evil thinks. & Dr. Adam
Clarke remarks that, *the motto of the royal irms of Scotland is in direet
position to this divine direction--Yemo me impune lacesset, of which, ‘1
ronder evil fur evil to every man,’ i3 a pretty literal transiatlon. This is
hoth aatichristian and abominable, whether in a state or in an individual."
;Riackwall, after huving praised the language in which this precept is de-
iverad, add<, ** Thisis n noble strain of Christian conrage, prudence, and

every evil work. But the wisdom that s from above is firat pure,

and good fruits, without wrangling, and without hypoerisy. And
the fruit of rightenusness is sown in peace of them that make
peace.— Letler of Jumes. i ‘
Bz yeall of one nind, having
love as brethren, be pitiful, be courteous 5 . not rendering evil for
evil, or railing for tailing : “but contrariwise, blessing ; knowing
that ye are thereunto called, tlia: ye should inherit a blessing.
o First letter of Peler.
¢ \Vhososver doeth not righteousness is not of. God , neither he
that loveth not his brother. For this is the message that ye heard
from the beginning, tliat we should love one another. * ** * He
that loveth not his brother ubideth in death. Whoseever
hateth his brother, is a murderer : and ye know that no murderer
hath eternal life abiding in him,

** I a man say,'['love God,and hateth his brother he iza liar. For
he that Inveth not his brother whom he hath seen, Row can he
love God, whom he hath nat seen? and this commandment have
we from him, That he who loveth God, love his brather also ?

First lelier of John,
The nbove are some of the commandments of the Apostles of
the Savjour, teaching us how we should feel and’act towards our
encmies. And will any ‘man, after reading them without pre-
judice, say that they aathorize us to hate, to wish curses, to desire
destruction tu the most deadly, the most blood-thirsty foes? Do
the lives of the Aposties-so explain their commandments of pence
and love—let us hear them ; ‘“ being reviled, we bless; being
persecited, we sufler it; being defumed, we intreat:’*” This i
very difleremt’ from-cyrstng our revilers, ‘and resisting. our per-
secutors. And do the commandments above cited, - sanclion_ the
iden that we may resist the assassin tnto death? - May we curse
and desire to kill those who seek our livex to destroy them?” Ra-
ther may we not in the following words of Professor Ripley inter-
pret the sayings of Clristin = . - - R
" Matl. v: 38, 20.— Ye-have-heard that il halk been said, *An
eye for an eye,’ elc. ; * bul I'say unlo you thut'ye resist not evil,
but whosoever shall smite (hee on one- cheek turn to him the othe
wlso,”etc. Jn eye for an eye and a toolk for a footh ;. ** that is
inflict not an another an injury similar to the one he has inflicted
on youn. ‘This is retaliation.—Resist not evil ; resist not, in the
spirit of retaliation, an evil, that is an injurious man, one who has
done thee evil.  Resist him not by doing him an evil in return.
Do not to him as he has done to you. Turn fo him the other
cheelc aiso. So far from .resisting an injurions man by doing him
asimilar injnry, subnit to still further injury. IF he has wmilten
one cheek, revenge not the  insult, or the injiry by returning
the blow ; but rather, in.meekness; not in a provoking spirit,
turn to. him your wiher cheek.  Rather suffer repeated wrong,
than do wrong.™ - 0 T :
- Let a legitimate application of*"these - principles be made to the
intercourse of 'individuals and nations, anid no'geod man ean ever
¢ngngo either in defesisive or'aggressive warfure.. Retaliation. is
retarning injary for injury; blow.for blow-; and -if - we may not
strike a man_ afler he has: struck us, we certainly. may not before:
[s it then the spirit olchristianity- thet has.indited -the tliousand
bitter, revengelul. and deadly parpgraphs that ‘have: cirenlaied
against the.murderers of - ony "Lretlicen in the Canadas? " Will it
be said that our sentiments' .ara ‘true in refcérence to individuals
hut not to nations? ~ What, i3 there one.code of moruls for in-
dividuals, and another fer pations, who are made vp of indivi-
duals? Ts it possible, that the-mere fact of iy being politically
assaciated*with u thousand or a hundred thousand alhers renders
right less imperative, or wrong less odious?  And il not, on what
grouned iz it said, that I am bosnd in my individoal eapacity to
love those that hate me, while in my social and political capacity
[ am permitted to hate and to do or resist evil, where otherwise
{ should bhe required to lave and to do good 2—On this subject we
elose with the commanding language of Dr. Chalmers.

« Another obstacie to the extinetion of war, iz a sentiment
which seems to be universally pone into, that the rales and pro-
misrs of the Gospel which apuly to a singfe individual, do not
apply to n nution of individuale.  Just think of the mighty eflect

be practically deposed from its wonted ‘anthority over the rouncils
and the doings of” nations, in thei¥ transactiong with each ather.
If forbenrance he the virtne of nn individoal, forbearanee is also
the virtue af an natien. * ITit be incambent on- men, in- honour
ta prefer each other, it is incumbent on the very largest =ocieties
of men, throngh the constituted organ of their government to do
the-smmme. Tt be thie glory of 'a man to defér his anger, and to
pilss aver a transgression, that nation mistakes its - glory which is
so feelingly alive (o the stightest fnsult, and musters up-its threats
nnd its armaments upon the faintest shudow of & provoeation. IF
it be the maunanimity of an injured man tn dbstain ffom ven-
zeance, and if by so duing, he heaps coals of fire upon the head of,
his-enemy. then that ja-the-angnanimons nation, which recoiling
from violenee and from blood, will do w0 more than send its
christian embossy, and prefer its mild and impressive remon-
strance ; and that is the disgraced nation which will refuse the
impressiveness of tlie moral appeal tiiat has been made to it.—
O ! iy brothren, there must be the breathing of a different spirit
to circulate round the globe, cre its christianized (!!) nations
resign the jealousies which now front them to each other in the
scawling attitnde of defiance ; and mach is te do with the people
of every land; ere tho prophesied’inffnence of the gespel shall
bring its virtuous, and its pacifying controul to bear with effect on
the counsels und governments uf the world.”’
Pacrricrs.,

Lurner aAxp Meraxctron.—Thiey wers like two points
negatively and positively clectrified which'mutually regulate each
other. Luther animated Mclancthon, nnd*Melancthon moderated

’ .

then peaceable, gentle, and easy 1o be ‘persuaded, full of mercy|

compassion one of another 3f.

it would have on the politics of 1he world, ware thissentimeat tof

Luther. IMTLather had not had Melancthon, perhaps the floods
would not have inundated him. VWhen Melancthon was absent
from Luther, be hesitated, even yielded, when he ought not to
have yielded. Luther performed much by his energy. Melane-
thon perhaps accomplished no less by pursuing a more slow and
tranquil method. Bath were upright, candid, generous; both
filled with love for the word of eternal life, were devoted to it

saodness, 1hat nothing in Epictetus, Plutarch, or Antonine can vie with. The
xporatists sud herovs of paganism could not write and act to the height of this.”

with a fidelity and zea) which animated them al their life.
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HALIFAX. FRIDAY EVENING, DECEMBER 14,1838,
CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS HSELESS..
“Let there be no roliries of bood."—Lorp Bacox. o

“ 1t is impossihle toconceal from ourselves, ‘that capital punishments ate” -
more frequent, and the eriminal code more severe in this country,than n T

any otherin the world.—Sir Rbopert Peer, 1830, HASS

Tt is a source of ‘gratification to. every enlightened” and philan-’
thropic mind. that considérable ameliorations have been introduced’
into the criminal law of England since the year 1830. Still muek
remains to be done. For a number of. offences the British Go:
vernment yet claims the right to hurry a man ta the bar of God. *
Against such a right’ with thousands of our fellow snhjects wa do-
mast earnestly protest.  One very respectable and numerons sect

of Christians, some- smallér sects, and many other persoas of
otlier Christian denominations, men of good judgment and repa-
table cliaracter, dény the right absolutely and altogether. A still’
greater number are in doubt, even among the less informed class:

es of the community ; not perhaps because they nre nll nbleto
analyzs and argue-the subject, but because they find ir:their ho-
soms a sort of instinctive fealing, which at once condemns' the
taking of human ife, us an usurpation of'the prerogntives of that
Being; whio alome-enn give Jifé. . And’on the sabject of ilre aboliz -
tion of death-punishment in all cases whatever, who is not inte-
rested both personally and relatively 7> How painful thie sitaation

of many, who, being liablé-tfo serve on jiries, féel 4-conscientious:
scruple to assist in a verdict ﬁﬂ'éc:tihg the life 'off’d, man, and whit'
cannot be satisfied that they are in no vrise responéihlé.» whenact-
ing a part, without which’é?ery sanguinary statute would be inert.
There are individoals, and those not a féw, who would rather sof-
fer death themselves, than pronounce a verdict which wonld en-
sure the execution of a criminal. But to our subjert.

1. ACTHORITIES- ARE NUMEROUS FOR THE ENTIRE DIs~
TUSE OF CAPITAL PUNISHMENTS: : .

*¢ Tosscriffce a man in honour of "an -abstract principle of safe-

ty, is like fGllowing: the example of tho Indians in offering human
sacrifices to their gods. There is a kind of Atheism in the istr_dke_: o
\jvvhiéh'tak_es‘f’imn man-the responsibility. of his des;iny,'ahd.\ilyic.ll -
sends hiim to the grave in the midst of his"éfiméﬁ-.j"‘e_f-\z_:iicq;{- A
'+ Tt scams to be fust approaching to an axiom,  that criines are.
less requent in proportion‘as mercy . takes the place of ‘severity,’
or ds there are-judicions substitutes for the-punishment of death.

i

< Qlarkson.. "\ . : 5
punish iomicide, .

" “4¢ T4 it not absnid; that Taws, which.detest and pun 3
should,- in. order ‘to  provent murder, - publicly-commitimurder
themselves 2'—Marquis Beccarim. -~ e s 00 0

* Whether hanging ever did, or can, answer any good purpgso,

T doubt ; but the cruel exhibition of every execution-day is a. -
proof that hanging carries no terror with it.””—Sir W. Merediths

_« [ prohibit that any man should be put te death for any cavse
whatever.”’— I7illium the Conqueror.

“ Capital punishments are prejudicial to-socicty, from. the. -
example of barbarity they farnish, and 1hat they moltiply erimes
instead-of preventing them.”’— Bredford.

“In areign of tranquility ; ina form of government approved -
by the nation ; where all power is lodged inthe hands of a trae
savercign ; there can be no necessity for taking away the life of -
a- subject.”---Marguis Beccaria. . :
- “In ne _cou'm'r,ies~ are atrociops erimes mara frequent, ﬂ,_mn_in
those in which the punishments are the most inhuman.”*~-- Burgh.

€ Th‘.e praciid§ of eapital pli'n'ishmenw ought to be abolished in.,
christian and civilized countries.’’--- W Ladd. .

¢ An exnmination of thase parts of the Bible which are gene-.
rally-suppased to anthorize the punishment of death, did not.fix
on us ihe impression that t[he Almighty had delegated to man the-
rizht of deliberately destroying a human being, even for the crima
of murder.”” —Missionaries of the London Soriely in the South.
Seas. : :

«Whiere shall walook for a defence of  ourconduet in
criminals to death, we, who profess to be christians, but whose

hands are emhrued with blood ; who at one time wigld a sword

and at another erect a gallows, and who meke the- batchery of

mankind a lezalized and permanent business! We may find it

perhaps in the authors of profane antiquity, in some coda of
heathenism, in the obscure songs and legends of some barbarous

and unchristiunized period, in the Alcoran and the Adda ; but we

may venture 1o say with entire confidence, that we do not find it~
in the Bible.”'—Professor Lpham.

¢ The pernicious system of putting men. ta death-
garded-ns one of the thousand -usurpations, that have been intro-.
duced by mistake or by cruelty, and which are rendered venera-
ble and sacred by lapse of time. Like the vse of the rack, the.
trial by ordeal, the enslavement or the. destruction of prisoners.
taken in war, the paisening of. wells and fountains, and other.
pernicious and unlawfa! practices, which were once au.lhurizedﬁ
and perhaps ¢onsidered essential to the existence of society, the
time is coming, when it will'be condemned by the goad judgment-
and the humane feelings of mankind, apd wholly renonnced, as;

putling -

isto be re-.

both inexpedient apd wrong.'—Ibid.




