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drink of that cup." The reference to St. Pauls
exiortation is to that passage in his Epistle tu
the Corinthians wVhero he reproves t hem for
their irreverence in coming to the Lord% Sup-

per, and their gross and sinful view of the whole
arir. Su let us bu careful how wu approach
this holy place, this bush barning, yet not con-
sumed, where the ground is holy because God
draws near to us, and where, ifwe wili, wu cati
heur His voice speaking to us in those coinfort-
able words which is the privilege of Christ's
ministers to declare to lis waiting people. LA
lis diligenitly try and examine ourselves; lut us
pray that lie to whom al hearts arc open, all
desires are known, and froin whom no secrets
are hid, may cleanse the thoughts of ounr huarts
by the inspiration of lIs lHoly Spirit, that ve
nay perfiectly love Hiiml, and worthily magnify
JUs holy name by our life and exanple L is
our bounden duty and service to try and sec
ourselves as God secs us; to teur down every
curtain of the soul and every covering o the
miid atnd heurt that wu may not hide ourselves
behiind anv of the refuges of lius which ouir own
hAds have made.

Let each one of us say, as we come to this
consecrated place, " Trrv me, oh (od !and seek
the ground of ny heart; prove me, and cx-
amine my thoughts. L iok well if' there bc any
wmay of wickedness in me ; and lead me in the
way everlasting."

Siirely, if we do but cinter inito the spirit ut
this hallowed service of our Prayer Buok, if wu
realize the meaning of eaci part of it, we Can-
nlot but go away fromi this hoiuse of God th
btter, the holier, and the more thoroughly
courageous Christians to d( God's will anid to
kluw of lis love to us in Jusus Ch rist.

Let not this service bu a me form tu youi, a
beautiful rite, a Churchly ceremony. If you
would go away with a blessing, ciler int its
meaning, pray its praycrs, listen tu its admoni-
tions, rejoice in ils thîanksgivings, look into
your huart as well as the bread ai wine. Tiy
:Lmd examine yourselt as unmder the buriing
glass rays of God's white light, and then this
will indeed bc to you a lelptul couininiiion with
Ct ahrId lone.

Sweet, awful hour, the unly sumd
One gentle footsep gliding round,
Otfering by turn on Jesus' part
The cross to every hand and het.

Refresh us, Lord, to hold il fast,
And wlhen Thy veil is drawnl at las,
Let us deparL where shadows ceUse,
With words of' blessinig and of eac."

TRIE CHURCII OF THE LIVING GO.

BY CILARLES MA{KEsON.

The great thought which is suggested to us

in these words is the thought of' The Church,
the great home of souls, the great spiritual com-

piny which stretches on from this life tu thut
which is tu come; the society into which we
have ail been baptized ; the body which sup-

Jlies us with spiritual food and refreshnent as
we journey on ouir way fron earth to leaven,
and in whose faith we shall-perhaps soon, par-

haps not unil after many days-be laid to rest
in the chamber of the grave. If, then, lue
Church lias so much to do with us here, and has
su much to do with us hereafter, if il is the
blessed company of which we are aIl made
Inembers, it is surely a subject which may well
have an interest for us and give us matter for
meditation to-night. And the way in which
St. Paul describes it is as " the Church of the
Living God." IL may, perhaps, have seemed
to some that the Church is a new creauion, a
thing of to-day ; but this is a great mistake.
From the hour when God spoke with Adam and

Ee in the (Garden of len the Chi rch las ex-
itel-at first ii the family of our tirst parents ;
then i the few souls saved in the ark, whiel
lias ever since becu accepted as ils type ; thUn
in the vhosei nation, the Jewish petple; and,
tinally, in thase last days ini he world, untitil it
can be said with truth tha even in the dark est
corner of the earth ti ('hureh's lImuner has
been unfurled, tht Sta:uard .f the Criss has
bee n uîplifted , and Ile witns to lier faiih lias
beeun sealed with the blood of her inartyrs aid
hier sailts. Yes, the Chtrch is as old as iînmily
lite. Il ean true back its begiiiiniîg to the he-
gingiu tfinn's hîistory In eartl. hai grwn
with his growth, and has expmide wit h a ioble
expansion to imeet his wants, i is the great
universal [brot hrhloid w ith Christ fur its Lelader
after whomiî ilmk- whole finily in heaveni and
earth is ianed. .ii ail this is trie of the
Churcl, becau u it i, nlot huiian, but divine ;
becm>o, in a wod, i; iA the lurch of the Li'-
ing 'od ; and as %Il toid :îtonîe eain the soul (if
iuaii tid true satisfaction, betause, lilke (hi
Ilmiîsel', il is eternal, so the Chaire, hich vas
set ip in the worild as hie t rue home of souIls
he Father's huse, has no limit ut iation or
race, ut eibraces ail in the armils of the everl-
lasting 1ather's love. Of this Guil-like growtlh
and power there is no sii illust ration t h:i in

the way in which the Chureb has, as it were,
ad:n>ted itseIlfi olle ages of' thle worbl, :ndlihas
met in a iarvellotis mîî:u tici hic varie<l tempera-
ments of mnl ; it lîU, like St. CUl, been " ail
things to aIl inui;" ià lias satistie i the yearnI-
ings if the learned and the cumltued in its noble
cathedrals and its gloriouis services, while for
the simple am unîlettered-îîay, even lor the
savage in the far.off islamlî of lte lacitie--it ias
the sane messge OF lovu. the same word of
hol, the s:uno thoght ut t ie home beyonid Io
lead ils on, hie saine example o tIe pure amt
spless li of d e aster tr ail to fol-
low. This growth of, tle Chlirch reinidIs us in
fhet OU that obi tale which childrie love tu hear
us tel, of the fir'y tent wieb a yiolIg prince
broIught, hiddnl in a w;alInu t -shllh, to his tather.

Placed ini the counc Iil-claIn'ber, it grew util it
encanlopied t lie king and his iiiiiisters; pla(edi
in the courtyard, il filluil t he spacu tilI al tLhe
huselitonlieath ils sh:lute ; brought uit
into the gicat pliin w'hre ail the king's ariîy
was arrayed. il sprl thie ig itywning til
il gave siielter ti the iost. And so it has beeti
and 'ei lnust be witiî t lie C biîtii of, the Liv-
ing God :

Crowis and thrones nay perih,
liiîgdois wax aind wanie,

Bilut tlic church oI .1esis
Constant shal remîain."

hiuit apart fron thIese extrna proofs ich
ive cat: ail lay iold of' aid understand as evi-
dence that the Chuich to whicli w belong is in
very truth te Chuml of tlie Liviig od, no
creatioti of men, but I id's owin tiîunily, in whili,
as Il s ciikiren, we ail have a plac,-we have,
in the words of our Ltord, feuent referenc's to
the growth of this divine body, sholwiig that
the work which it las accompiiihel is that
whieh e wilHed ià should d. lie told of il i
the parable of the grain ut mstd-seed, grow-
ing. like the tant in t le fiairy tale, froin a vry
smrall begiing; while, as a pIroo that Jle
meant us to regard il as lis own kingdon, Hec
likened it to the estatc of the rufler who vent
into a far counmty, leaving otlhrs tu represent
hini, but at the last colming agail, as le will
surely come a t e lhst day to gahier in Ilis
own, to reward the fai t hful servaints, and to bid
themnter intu the joy of their Lord. Anîd
then, as ve have one L>rd, the truc Hlead of the
Church, to whon we owe allegiance as the sol-
dier to hi captain, the patriot to iS overeign,
So we iaxe une faithi, a faith which is, thlankl
God ! enshrined i His own gracious Word,-
the fIith once delivered to the saints, to the
holy mon, that is, not only of the Christian but

of the Jewishi Church; tlic faithi which apostiles
and prophets set forth in Words, as they were
mioved by tle lloly ilions, ani wiiel Iiund ils
erown ai om'pietin in tie teacing rf the
Saviouir-G;od. Thil ith welhave in tl hot
firm ii what ve call the A post les' Creed ; and
it is une of the happiest tiniights for those who
call theinsclves (thri.tiais tlhat however miiiuc h
the Chiicb i ui diti'ieit parts of tlie world iay
be divided, il still hbulos fast this timleiid. yet
tloriouls creed. Thinic of' this, as you say this
ereed in your services in churcl, or' as ynou ro-
pelt il in your own homes, ami t1111k od 'nl tlit
ihis great proof o the oleless tof Iie 'u mîrchi is
still left to us. Let it, nlot becoite a me fl fori
of words repeated witi parrot-like preciselness,
but let it come fort hi fro tiliankfili hearî'ts and
gladsomile iidiîls, like a hymin of praist, as it
really is, going up is gratetulh incenîse Io the
thronio of (od, who loves ti huai Ilis c'ihldron
prochaii their trust in llimîî. ])o nlot thinl il
is a matter ut' o importan'e what yoti blive,
ori how yoi' believe it. St. Puil did nlot tiiiik
su. hiei he wrote lis letters to the yountig
bishop Tiiothy, h said : " Hoilud fast that. forin
of' souind wordis wiiîhih tion hast heurd of mie-
that good thingLý whichl was coinunittedl unlto
tiee, k'eep by tle lloly Ghost whieb dwelleth
ini us." A i then, as it ti show hIow anlxiois
lie was tiat this saine true laithi shold Ie
lauilded on io the Churebl ' i afier ages, he aid-
ded a soleniî ell rge ti 'Timiy i thes words:
And ih thigs which thui hast hliardi of ne

:inog many witnesses, the s:ine 'oiimîit thou to

faiîtfuîl mni wlii shill be ablle tu Ieacli oilers
lsI. [t was ii tililncîît of t hese, and ofil many
like vords, that, as years wvent on ai Ilhe
Cliirl cinlargud hier orders by sending out
mnissiormaries alil over the world, dueo car, waUS
taken tlht ill he' ministers should be ordaid,
as we term-i it, and thuls shoulhi r'ceive iromi tlhe
h:ds of' hishops, who could trace bck tloir
succession to tIhe A postles, the divine auithorit'y
and (Cuniisioi which the Apostles recived
directly fromi our' Lord Iliiself. Tims, in its
great oitlhes, :uni i i main eattires, die
f:atih of tlie Chuirel is still une, its iministry is
still held froiii Hie liilus of Christ liminself, an
we 'an sing, in the irmus of the hyinu whicli
we just used-

"W'hit the aint established.
''hat I holi trie;

Wimt'the sainits belived,
Tt butelieve i tot."

lhit tiere is anîother iarki of Che Church of'
the Living (todt whieli w' Iust not , forget ti
mention: flot oinly is ther' One iord and One
Faitlh, luit there is 0n hiptisn. Kvery linig-
dihnit, every armty. ev'ry society muit hiave iLs
r les, must have ls one mioduie of' t' almiiissioni fri'
its Iîmembiiiers, whiib gives themi the riglt t its
privileges, and enrolls tliem ii the fellowshipwlj
whieb it represnt. uist as inl Eiglanl Il
foremier iaîs to Lake delinit Stetp ti become
what is called natuald, hi, n otlhci words,
to uire Ihe rights of a British sitji'fct ; just as
the oiizemshif' the City of Loindoiu is onily
givein to those who have eun aidemilittedui by cor-
t ai Irmsu and have iven ce 'tai plediges; st
as in ihe frieidly soities whicl are stn blished
un ail I tes i aurm e unrold amccrding
to, a prescribed scheimne, so it is hi thie case of'
the divine kihingdom, the cit iz oship if thie lieu-
venlly Jerulsalemn, the mebrhpof that great,
brtherh'lood, the enmrolllioent ii hat true frienld-
ly Society of thie whole Itiiinain raile, which is
lumdel tn the prii ple of love i Goud aM love
foir iiain. Ili this society, to, thie samte prin-

cipile is Ut work, and batiitml is the miIneanîs o'
ou r CIitr'alice-tiec gale tliroug hi which we plass
into the fold of God's Chureb, where the Good
Shepherd stands with outstrchId aImns ready
to receive us and imkle< us 1is forever. Nor ii
this ail which thiese words imean, for they carry
with them the idea of' the system and order
which follow naturally in the divino kingdom


