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Not long after the formation of the Colonial Society, un urgent application
came for an cxporicnced minister in the important city of Toronto. 1)r. Rced
was very anfxious about this vacancy. 41It hins been put," hoe writes, Ilto
soveral ministers; but no one is found.1 .And white hoe was recording thc
Ihet, the invitation to go was on its way to his own hand. The hionoured
naines of Bitiney, Morisen, Vaughan, T. James, Tidinan and 1>hearc
attiached to the document which, thus unexpectcdly clainied bis consideration.
After a very naturat reference te the missienary speech already rnentioned
(in which Dr. Rocd had said that hoe was prepzircd te go upen a foreign mission,
if his brethiren se adviscd lîitn) the address procecds -

IlPorsonally, it would bo with noe little regret that wo should witness yotir
doparture front this country. W'e have a. Iigi) regard fur you, and greatly np-
preciate your services, as a speaker and n. writer, both te Christianity and to
Dissent. %Vc kncw tise importance of tise station you occupy, the largeness of
vour chnurchi, the love of your people, the ties whrlich bind yon te institutions of
;stensive usef'ulnoss, te have originated which, and te romain conneptcd wits
thelli, niust bo admittedl te o an ot1jee of pardonable ambition. * * * * W
xvaint & mnan %whose high ansd estsblishled reputatien shall. make bis appearance lin
Toronto welcomed l>y the people as that cf an angel ; whose talents shall sectiro
attention ; %Yhese character shall conund respect ; whosc piety shall win love ;
whose judcgrent shall cal forth confidence ; and whoe powers te originaite mo;s-
suires l'or guiding and geverning other rnir.ds sihall capacitate hiai fur cmbisuing-
the moral eniergies of the city and the province cemimitted te bis cultivation.
.Molreovor, wvo want a nman whese departure froni bis presont sphere shall heocf a
charactor se new and inxpres-qive in the history of' our churches, as te draw% ail
eyes, and produce a new erder cf feeling asncng miristers themsolves, and thwi1
(Io mocre to advance the cause cf Christ than snighlt otherwise be accornplishied iii a

cenur. 0 a B ssured. dear brothier,> thoy Cconcldd, Ilthat w%,e have spoken
nething but the words of truth and sobornsess, althoilgh yen may shrink froin thent
by inigining that we estimato tee highly the elfects thstt would flow, ors hothl
sides tise Atiantie, frein the concecration cf yeur enorgies te the cause cf Christ
in the city of Toronto'

On the receipt of this mest honourable and weiglsty application, Lr. Rcod
feit that bis duty was plain. H1e isnmediately sublsnitted it te Mr. colhison
(Tutor iu H-ackney Th'2ological S eminnry) who, somewhat reluctautly, c:stled
ncosuisnsttee in referenck: te, it ; Dr. lleed having propared the needfnl ina-

teniais for judgiuent. "1The decisien of this committee," he rcrnarks, is
certaily of great moment te mue and mine ; but 1 can Icave it withi calincss
in tise bauds of Previdence, and weuld devoutly pray, net for any gi cei issue,
but for a rîigkt issue." This cemmittee met ini February, 1837, and camne te
the follewinIg conclusion -Tbiat, after carefullycnieigth hl ae
tlsey could net commit themaselves te the rcsponsibility cf rccomsnending Dr.
Rccd te couiply with the requost of the Colonial Comînittee. Thoir neginstive
reudered it alinost impossible for bins, as a prudent mnan, te go, Tho affair
becamo very anxieus and cemplicated.

III found," ho writes, "1that xnany brethren se littie synspathieed witil îny
simple declaration of readiness for foreign service, that they could hardly thilik
it deliberate or sincere. My disposition bas been, by eue aet, te con vin ce thenil
of asistake and of uncharitableness; but 1 must net enter into temptation. My
sole reason for action must ho the will of Ood ; and, by Ris grace, notbîng, $hall
keep mie liere if it appearis my duty te go, and nothing tempt me te 'go if it
appeat8 my duty te 8tay."1

Thé, eommittee now proposed, as au interinodiate stop, that ho mighit go
fer twe yoar;la te set in order this important station. It is hardly surprising
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