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THE DISCIPLIS OF CHRIST
OR CHRISTLANS,

The people known imndividus
ally ns Chastiwg, or Duseiples
of the Lonl, ate ¢omgregitinme
ally edled * Fhe Chuteh of
Clirist” *The Churchof God,”
becawso Uieze appellations ave
seriptural.  * The Chureh of
God " aund “The Churches of
Chriy” are iu the very Sciipe
ture. (S¢e 1 Cor i d, and Ro-
mans svi. 16.) .

Tlnspeoplediscardall hufian
names and unseripturad titles,
becanse human names and tie
tles promote and  perpetiate
divisions. 'They uxpect nodivis-
fons in heaven, and earnestly
contend that there should be

of God in this world. (See
John xvii. 20; 1 Cor i 8) In
onler to Christin untan, they
urge, in all brothe ely Kinduess,
thoadoption of sesrptital wonds
and plirages in th duelaation
of seriptaral e 3, believiug
thie conrse woull bring the
Iond's pooplo nearer together.
1{ all religions teachers would
adopt a strictly saiptuml style
of langnege, being careful not
to avoid the quotation of thuse

assages which would sevin to
E«a;mimt them, and not partial
in the use of other passages,
those who were taught would
all roceive tho saue lessonsand
impressions, and would soon
Tosa all huinan adustures amd
schismatical opinions, which
are at present the walls of sepa-
ration betwoen religious people,
and would come together; and
coming together, would greatly
increase the strength and ue-
a8 of Christianity agaiust the
common foe,

«Tho Disciples of the Lord”
refuse to adopt any human
creoc or confession of faith,
becausosuch creedsand confes
siotisof faith have proved thente
selves to Le scismatical, hereti~
&), and subversive of Christiau
liberty, aud_an impediment to
the conversion of tﬂne world to
Christ, and because they are
1ot necessary, a3 theseriptures
are admitted to be infallibly
right, and to contain all things
nocessary to salvation. (See 2
T, iii. 16)

The Bille, and the Bible
alone, is the Dasis on which
they are strivjns toeflect Chiris-
tian Union,a\d they are trying

inculeate aynity in ot

ligion is growing bold nnd
oranzing 1ts halefut el wents
of strangth ngainst the xruth
and rigitcowsness of the Bible
Stall wo be divided iuto sects
and contending  paties, and
thos b wasting our strenth
in an intestine  warfare for
favorite aud lifeless opluions,
while our foes are uniting and
besiuging our works §

The Diseiples have been very
much mistepresented by vnine
fonmedand prejudiced persong.
who have comlemum‘ them
without a hearing.  The Discie

\les aro most certafulyorthodox

in the true sense of that term,
in their faith and genemal prace
tice, and this s generally ade
mitted,even by theiropponents,
who use, without proju lies, the
proper means of wforming
themselves,

These people preach a pwi-
tication of leart by faithin
Jesus the Chiist, o chango of
chamcter by repentance tonard
God, and 4 chinngo of state or
condition by immersion inte
Christ's death und juto ihs
body, (See Johu fii. 33 Rom.
;i. i-6; Col. L. 12, and Heb. x,
90
They regard baptism as  for
the remission siny,” only when
it is preceded by faith and
repentatice. “1fe that believeth
auid is baptized, shall bo saved”
(Mark-xvi~16.)~ * Repent and
Do baptized overy one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for
the reraission of sins” (Acts
il. 389 And as to infant bap
tisin they do not practisoit;
Ist, because their Dible says
nothing about it; 24, Lecause
to the infant, it would be bap.
tisin alone,withont faith,repen-
tance, or volition, aud can do
them no good 5.and 3d, becanso
infants need no such ordinance,
for “of such is the kingdom of
heaven” already.

No people _in tho world be-
fieve tnore finnly than they
that Jesus is tho Christ, the
Son of the Living God, the only
begotten of the Father, and
none cau exalt the Saviour of
wea any higher.” To love God
and keep His commandments
they regard as the whale duty
of man, and essential in onder.
1o “enter in through the gates
into the city” of the living God.
(See Romans xxit. 143

They plade cqual stress on
the dutics of faith, repentance,

o
of faiuh, n libeny in matters of

opinion, and tharity in all
things. They re renize the dis-

tinction betweenbithand opin-
jons, and while they are ong in
faith, they never thike opinions
atestof Mlu\\shir‘ (Gee Rowm,
xiv. 1) It is l\‘é; conatant
num to speak when gndwhere
the Bible speaks, \\d to be
silent when and “here the
Bible is silent, aml il;\xis way
0 olniate the diticulits in the
way of such 1 union yud the
conversivn of the world
+In union there isstingth’
to repel overy foo aml tdearry
overy conquest, and expdialls
is this trae when that Wil i
tased upon the eteral ko,

of Christ, baptiaum,
calling on the name of the
Lond, prayer, publicand private
worship, nevolcnoenm\ overy
other command of theChristiar

dispensation, nor do they preach
or adinit that some ave essen-
tial and others nonscssential.
But whilo they consider it in-
itpentable_ever to love Giol
and keep his commandments.
they do nov expect salvation by
their own ncts of obedience or
aood qualities without Christ.
They attribute their salvation
to the love of  od as the origi:
nal moving cause, to tha Tord
Jesus Christ as tho procating
and mediatorial caunse, %o the
blood of Christ o8 the meritor-
jous and clensing cause, to the

God. = United westand, diid
od we fall” a2 maxin a3 Yo
ful ju the Church as ink.
world, Romanists Are tinte.
sous and units, aud their 8
tem jsan ever reudy aud pow
) foe of Protestantiain.,
Tusidelity fgumt!nmt@ wer
egaiust UOXE

word, 884 whv-gpy vas sloun

Spirit of God as’ the cfficient
cause, to the incorruptible
Word or Gospel as the instru-

{inental cause, and to faith and

"obadisuce a3 the concurring
causo, They anderstand salva
fon to be aseribed 0 all thete
causyt conjointly, and uob

»

kY

Thoy also aceopt theteaching
of the Seriptures as to the hew
birth—=Joha iil. 6-8; 1 Puter
i 23; James i, 183 1 Cor.iv.
15; Titus jit. 15; and Hub, x.
23 and that all the children
of God have tho spirit of Christ,
whiose meat and whose drink it
was to do his Father's will,

*[hie charge that this people
derry tho 1ioly Spirit is both
untme and wijust, nor do they
advoeate any -word-alono sys-
tem any more thon they do o
Spirit-alone systemn, “ Ifo that
hath not the Spirit of Christ
fxnone of His” ﬁl(om. viti 9)
They also preach faturs snd
everlasting rewards and pun-
‘shgnts.

I'he tapression has  beed
made that the Disciples aro
insignificant {u mumbers and
influence, but nstead of this
the inherent strength of their
plea fonChristian union, for the
adoption of seriptural language
of the divine creed, and fora
return to the ancient order of
things in the congregation of
Christ mav ba seen in the re-
matkable fact that there are
now about ten hundred thou-
sand souls who have bee gath-
ered into union upon the Bidle
wlone. During the last fow
vears about fifty thousand ac.
cessions liave been secured to
their number cach year.

Fhere ave atout twenty col:
lezes and iustitutions of learn-
ing of a high onder, and 1o less
than twenty religions curront
Enblicatimn in the United
States,besides those inEngland,
Canada and  Australia, under
their control; and their influ.
enea is most rapidly extending
in every direction,

These things are not men-
tioned us inflaliible evicence of
the correctness of thelr prined
ples, but rather as o responsa
10 those whe say thay this reli-
gious people amonnts to nothe
fug, and is not worthy «f rotice,
and as an evidencs that a reli-
gions people can livo and pros.
per with no creed but the Bible,
Thev are entitled to a faic and
patient hearing, ani thow who
read this are hindly mquested
to attend their inectings, with-
out any influence by previous
feolings or preferences for or
against them.  If thev preach
the truth as it is in<Jesus and
in the Bible, beliove them ; and
if not, reject their teachings;
but at all events give thema
candid and impattial hearing,
for thev are urzing matters
upon this genemtion of vital
importance, it which the tem-
poral and cternal interests of
our race are deeply enncerned.
May God hasten the happy
day when all Hie people will
be “one as Christ and the
Father _are onp,” and when
therewill ‘va no divisionsamong
them, aud when they wil' “all

spesk the same thing —=when

they will adopt n seriptural
name,a seriptural creed, aserip-
tnml languaze, and a scriptuml
life, and when all in one fold,
under ono ahepherd, will sit at
tha feet of Jesus and Jearn Hix
will, imbile His spirit, and
transeribe His spotless Itfe into
their own, is the carest prayer
of the writer, in the lovo of
God nnd hope of heaven,
—Selested.

Send thefWorren to some of

ARE YOU A CHRISTIAN®

A TRACT DY B L A

This §s an fupottant question
to you, fellontraseller to cternity.
The answes unfolds to you your
present  condition, ond on your
conditfon depends the salvation
of your soul.  If you aro n Chris.
tian you ars safo f1om * the wrath
to come ;” but if you are not you
will Lo involved in the wotld's
ruin, aud bo one of thow who
will be finally banished from the
presence of Gud (2 Thess. 5 8,9,),
Men ato apt to put off, uutil
wmore convenlent tcaton, duties
pertaining to ther God and cone
cemniug their souls’ safity, Pro.
erastination is not only the thief
of tinie but also the thief of cter
mty; of aalvation, Satan ro
ccives more souls from the class
that put off till to morrow, what
ought to bo done today, than
from any other. Then wasto not
away the day of God's gooduess
and grace, for “ Now is the ace
capted time ; behold, now is the
day of salvation” lo-motrow or
the more convenfedt seaton may
HOVer Coos

To know whether you are 2
Christian or not you should know
what is it to bea Christtant Many
think themsclves Chiristians when
really tnojt aronot. It is not to
be simply goode  Mero goodness
saves no one, yet il you ae a
Chinstian yo can 120t help being
qood  Some think I they do
1ot lie, cheat, nor swear, that it
they walk uprightly, Jeal joutlys
do good to their neighbor whe
in need, tucy are very good
Christians, But this is a wis
conception of whit it iz to bo a
Christian. They may bo the
very best of people, so favas these
things wro concerned, and uot
be Christiana,  So sy Infidels,
1t {3 not to belouy to any of
1! - socts as some auppose, for
Baptintg, Methodists, Presbyter-
jans, and ail in general, even
Roman Catholics, admt a 1an
may be o Christian without bes
longing to their particulir party.
1t will not bo usked of us in the
May of judgment wheher we ar
Mcthodists, Presbytennans, Dap-
tists, cte, but whether we are
Christiant.  Wo had better be
tiere what wa will have to be
thete 10 Keuto uh entrance into
the Kinglom of Heaveu Iut
you ay ask, ¢ May not ono be
@ Christian rnd alio a Methodist
or Presbytetion © Admit it but
why bo more than God raquires
ustobo?  Dees it not appear to
Leadding to the things which are
written in the Mook (Iev. 22:
18) Bosides, this spirit of div-
ion is clearly eondemined in
Guls Word, “For whilo one
saith, 1 amof Pwul; and anathes,
1wy of Apoilos 7 ars yo not car
' (1 Cor 8:4) *For o
carnally minded i1 death” (1 Core
8:0)

But what {eitto be a Chhristive}
Itisto bo & follower of Christ.
How a follower of Christ 3 By
obscrning bis precepts and  heep-
ing hi+ commandments.

Christians  can become  such.
Theso erdinances, procepts and
commandnints (by the ohserving
of which we may kouww that we
have passed frum death unto life,
and that we love God, Christ, aud
the brothren, seo John T4 21235
1Jdolm3: 14;and 53 2, 3) nre
Jearly taught in the Wonl of
Cod, which the Father has given
to bo “o lanp to our path”
through a world of sorrow and sin,
Now, what aro the comnuand:
ments and ondinancer by which
you became o Chiistiant Letus
weo: You aw fimt to believo
with all the Jeart that Jesus iy
the Son of Ged Mark (16:16;
John 20 £ 30, 31 ; Hels 1k: 16;
Acts8¢ 373 Rom. 10:9) M
you will consult theso passages,
dear dyiug reader, you will pers
coive that belivl, orite equivalent,
fuith in Chridt, ia indispensably
necessary to constitute a Chris-
tian, This you raust exerciso and
thix you can exercits; for where
would Lo the proprioty in telling
one todo what ho could not, as
in the caso of Paul and the Jailer
(Acts 16: 31). But this is not
enough; you may have “all
faith” so that you could “removo
mountains” and it will profit you
nothing (1 Cor. 13: 2). You
must put your faith or belief
in  practice, and when you
comprehend this, you will wish
to know what more you aro e
quited fo do. You should be
told wlat was told othens who
were onco in o similar condition ¢
¢ Repent and bo Laptised in the
name of Jesus Chirist, for the re-
wmission of aine, and you shall re-
ccivo the gift of the Holy Spirit”
(Acts 2138} Now, repentance is
simply a change of rind in rofor-
ence to sin, wrought and produe-
ol by couly eorrow for sin, (2
Cor, 71 10),  Whereas you once
sought it you now shun it, you
once loved it you now hate it
and are resolved, with the help of
God, to Jhve in it o more.
When you have wot thus far,
why should you tamy! (Acts
22:16).  LAticand be baptitel
and wash away your aing, calling
on the name of the Lond.”

 Bug,” syy8 one, ¢ there s to
much  controversy about whu
taptism is, that Lam bewildered”
Well, dear rcades, if you ehould
read faith and repentanco in the
light of tho speeulations snd cons
uoversics of tho day, you will be
a8 much perpiered to know what
faith and repentancd Are, as you
aro to xnow what is baptism, But
Lt mo tay nglt here, that all the
cmtroversy and debating are nat
whether fmuwersion Is baptism.
This all admit , but it is whether

Tng, oll, aand, water, or any othe?
cleraent or influence, whereby he
canboovershehned, OurBaviour
was overwhetmed ot lmnersed
(not sprinkled) fu suifering and
grief.

31 Water {sthe clement ot
Christian baptina (Acts 8 36,
35; 10: 47).

Ath, Biptiem requires mueh
water (John 3: 23)

3th, Thete is a burlal {n Lape
tlam (Rom, 6: 43 Col, 20 12

Now, it sprinkling s baptism
it will acourd with ¢ e abovs facts,
T4 us seozr Iat In sprnkling
thero is no ¥ going down into” nor
“coming up outof ¥ water,  Zuddy
Thete s no orerwhelming.  3nd
There it, however, water, Keed
this mmind when you read Rom
63 45 Col. 2: 12; Eph. 4: 5 (“*ono
baptisn”)e  4th,  ‘Thero 1¢ need
of Mniuch water”  Gth Therais
no burial.

Now, tey mmmersion ; i it s
baptiaw §t will necond with the
fata 1ot Thers is 8 *going
down inte” and a *‘coming up out
of” water. 20 Thero1s unover
whelming., 3d. Tuero is waten
fth, Thereisneed of much water.
5th, Theto fsa burial,

No, you ean 1o moro beeoms
a Christian than you can becomo
n Masonwithout coraplying with
the ceremondes or ordinances of
inftari Theze onlil , AS
1 Lave already shown, arez lst.
Faithin Christ. 24, Repentance
of yoursing, 3d, Daptism fortho
rewfssionof them,  As baptisn is
the last imluctive act by which
you ute brought into the “one
budy” (Epl. 4 4), 01 Church, sco
1 Cor. 12:13; Rom.6: 3; Gal. 3t
Eph. 15 22, 23; Col. 11 18,24}
sonae say it is fu thisact that you
receivo tho “remiseion of sing,”
or pass out of a stato of condéme
nation 1nto astateof Justitication.
Like a eriminal who, upon come
plywng with cortain conditions is
tantoned and let go free ; but not
witl e has complied with the
last condition does ho  receivo
panton and liberty.  Thus you
teowme & Christian, *

Nonr, let us consider your work
aga Christlan, You must uot
think that in becowing w Chrietian
you liave done alt that is noces-
wry.  Yuware to diligently fole
low in the feotsteps of Jeduaw=
dofug good uuto ail men as God
gives yuran opportumity; atriving
togavesoma  Yuu must froquent
the Mouss of God, aud the plicy
of prayer; laboting 1o show forth
avall times and ﬁn overy place,
thie praices of Hin who haseatled
you out of darhues into his mar
Velous light (1 Peter 2:9).  You
are Wt tho falictioss and
the widow in theie aftiction, and
keep yoursell unspoited from tho
worll* (James 13 ‘27{.

But tune would ful me wers [

ot not eptinkling ar pouring is
bajtisnet Read baptism in the
light of the Lamp of Truth, the
Word of God, and you will liave
noteouble to decido wliat Laptisin
is:

1at. 'There lsa “going down
into” and & coming up out of
wpater in baptism” (Matt. 3: 165
Mark 139, 10; Acts 8: 38)

. Withs

2, "Thero is an overnhelming
r-baption (Matt, 203 22, 23;

¢ vey =

our friords aea Christmag pasidihero ho bas institated ordii sances fuko 12: 50)2' A porson way Yo
im itwill o theni'gol& ¥ ,;_«‘hy which oll ‘who-wisti fo vt [viosdknined ip dolay grich suleee
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to entct into all the partaalars of
your work a3 Christan; but
you will and the Sermoy ou tha
Mouut, which includes the fik
6l nind 7th chapterauf Matthew
also the 12th of Rowmans; the
13th of 1st Corintlinns, aud the
Sth of Ist Theslon wey atort
componditens ou Cliris -an duties
pottaining to practical hfe. But
1oy we exhory you to twake the
catirs New Testainen , nay, the

whole Bible, your eareful wml,
prayerful study thiouw.bi lifag May,,
God in lis loving K ndyest Ykt

i:“. and parmit,us wymvehip i WP
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