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: 'A_l.#ﬂilll AND BETTER ST, JOHN

fHe Canadian Club did some ‘good
work for fhe bigger and better 8t. Johin
Jast evening. Its “St. John Night” was
& thorough success. - The attendance
was remarkable both in qumberl- and
quality, and the speeches in the main
avere in hearty aceord with the épirit
of activeé optimism that possessed the
meeting. Seldom has the gospel of g0-

bad been preached in this city with
more viger, and never Swith ‘more ac~
mﬁnce.

'Phe President of the Board of Trade
struck the note for the meeting in his
moderate convincing summary of the
‘exgéllent. progress already made, his
clear outline of the progress preserit,
his solidly optimistic expectations for
the® near future, and - his . practieal,
comumonsensible suggestions of ' policy
to :meet prégent and future reeds. In
‘gituation and clmate, in its river and

7 ‘I its-accessibility to the raw

erfals of variéd industry, St. John

1 tinexcdlled for commers:

and industrial expansion. AR it

£d¢ development is more eclyic

co-operation, and

my 2 . Get { t;x‘ ; ol‘lb'

- prove ty and advertise the city,

uu!'u; ‘o which we ate entitled in the

ey of‘dewelopment and prosperity will

come, and that quickly. £ That was the

pith’ of _M¢. Bstabréoks’ | admirabie

speech; ‘from swhich —none who - héard
" oould. fail to- take pride and profit. -

Mr. Charles Macdonald, whe féllowed,
n Q.m,.lt.:,enterwnlng“qpeech, took a
& t tack, rather discounting the

\Bue-of oo much optimism, on the
a@m at times to com-
: s day dreaming ratfér than to

the hard and steady work upon which
=il substantial progress must be based.
Do well the work that lies next to
:o‘-hn(.mhhbasuvmwmo
men of St, John. That andl advertising,
particularly for the purpose of attract-
ing more agricultural population, were
Mr. Messdonald's preseription for a
Detter St. John. :

Mr., W. 8, Fisher dealt interestingly
ond informningly with the transporta—
tlon situation, demonatrating in foreible
fashion ®t. John's advantages in this

and founding thereon a sirong
structure of faith in the future of this
port and the Maritimie Provinces in
general. AMerman Frink, in conclu-
sion, discussed outstanding problems of
¢ivie government with the authority of
expert infermation, paying particular
attention to the city’s financial condi-
tion end to the industrial handicap of
the increasing tax rate. The remedy
he proposes is the nationalization of
the ' harbor and the devotion of the
proceeds to the reduction of the civie
debt ‘and consequently of the heavy
burden 01" interest charges. ' His re-
méarks in this connection and particus
larly his implled critigism of the federal:
governsent in delaying  this desired
consummation of the city's harbor de-
velopment efforts were most sympath-
etically and heartily received.

. Considering the large extent of the
ground covered, the sound and reason-
able and suggestive optimism of the
speakers, and the cordially responsive
spirit of the large and unusudlly re-
presentative audience, last night's
meeting must be set down as one that
accomplished the purpose of ite pro-
moters in a remarkable degree. Those
who attended came away with more
khowledge and more faith, and, we
' pelieve, with more determination teo
““talk St: John and see their business
,grow’’ than any similar number of citi-
gens ever possessed in this city before.

MONTREAL'S EXAMPLE

_ Montreal has fought & good fight
for better government, not only in its
own munisipal affairs, but in the af-
fairs of every ¢ity and province in
‘Canada, and even in the affalrs of the
Pominlon itself. After long tribulation
it tas purged itself of a momstrous
evil of graft and has established in

tem of elvic government administered
_ by self-seeking politicians, a business-
n of efficlent and hon-

. " 'The signal victory

slate in

tace of

5. for honest goverhment
; thelr Interest is aroused,

's civic conditions were ex-
sptional omly in degree. Though prob-
ly fio municipality mor province in
this < ‘has hed an administra-
tlon ‘86 ¢o a8 that which Montreal
t-l at last shaken off, nearly all have
‘o . Ahe : elements = that
:Wﬁ Toose systef of

vernment b veoud“‘_,l‘m’;l‘_vn
o Phrieler quiBoasions who
owe a part of thelr influence to the
exercise of more or less petty patron-
age. We havé them here in St. John.
And. though we have as yet Bo reason
to anything short of thorough
inpegrity in our clvic rulers, we oan
~with profit learn a lesson from Mont-
renl and take steps  to insure against
bad administration by establishing an
executive centre of government in the
mmt ::n:o.ed Mt of Contirol of some

e of men qualified to
gide over the various dopartmonuvm
" administer the civic finances and ¢ivic

W:.‘!t‘f‘““ in orgaunized business like
fashion, with no hampering element of
favor and patronage, .

AAVGR‘E-AT YEAR FOR CANADA

That 1809 was by far Canada’s blggest
building. year, while 1910 pmmhes‘ttm
. greater activity and development, is
“Construction’s” summary of the Cana-
dlan commercial condition as reflected
by the reports of ¢onstruction progress
throughout the country. Official re-
“turns .as submitted to “Construction”
from thirty cities located in every pro-
vince and section of the Domin re-
cords a grand teotal fer permits ued,
amounting to $68,006,821 for the past
twelve months,’as against $42,577,439 for
the entire year of 1908, thus registering
an average gain for the year of ap-
pm;-mu 60 per cent., or a propor-
mu'heu:-:ﬂin the volume of work
undertaken nearly two-thirds
great " that carried out in g:ir;::
ceding twelve months, 'This average
can be accepted ,as being representa-
tive of ' the gepneral strides made
throughout the country, &8s many cities
whose exact figurés are still unknown
and hence not tabulated prospered to

gt | the

tion. to their population,

ng increase

rday's |

faded in the

than some of

HsE. . s
Halifex and Edmonton were tlie only
two eities which failed to surpass their
figures for the previous year, “the loss
béiaxupercent.aadleperceu(.m
order named. Aside from these places,
the year was one of gomplete ascend-
ancy on every hand, and a trfumphal
march from coast to coast. The big-
nioted is in the case of-
Saskatoon, which recorded an’ over-
whelming gain of 767 per cent.; Fernie
takes second honors with an advamce
of 449 per cent., and Lethbridge lands
in thé third position by -overfeaching
the previeus year's figures -to the ex-
tent of 246 per cemt.  In Manitoba,
Winnipeg looms up with an increase of
67 per cent,, Brandon & gain of 19, and
Portage la Prairie with one of 62 per
cent,, while in Saskatchewdn Regina
and Moose Jaw’s respective advances
of 56 and 157 per cent., together Wwith
Saskatoon’s figures previously men-
tionied, indicate that the onward move-
ment was widespread throughout that
province, Winnipeg's amount of $9,226,-
323, it may be mentioned, 18 the second
largest total registefed in the Domin-
jon, and represents a jump of nearly
four millions over her amount- of the
preceding year. ;
Torotite, however, easily feads ‘the
van, Its total of $18,200,000 shows the
greatest volumie of work undertaken in
any city in the Dominion—greater than
Montreal and Winnipeg combined. SIt
is a record of which Canada can be
‘yustly proud, as there is posdbly%ixo
city of like size in the world that ¢an
boast of such pronouneed.growth. Ot-
tawa also forged ahead in a most strik-
‘jng manner, her total for permits dissued
being $4,527,690, as against $1,794,075, a
gatn of 152 per cent, while other ad-
vances which give evidence to the gi-
gantic strides swhich are peing made
are; Kingston, 165 per “eent; Berlin,
129; Tort William, 90; Lendon, ; 83;
Peterbboro, 43: Windsor, 42; Niagara
Falls, 33; and Hamilton, 16 per cent.

In the east, Montreal recorded an in-
créase of b3.per cent, and Sydney a
gain of 139 per cent. | The activity
shown in these two places ig more or
less represefitative 6f the progress made
in most of the Bastern towns and citles.
Apart from Hallfax, few, if any, places
met with reversals.

And 1910 promises to eat all these
vecords. ‘Terento predicts a total of
$28,000,000; Winnipes expects to build to
the extent of $14,000,000; Montreal re-
ports the outlook as “rogeate”; and
Yvancouver says that she is just be-
ginning to grow. In St. John the out-
Jook is better than for years. This is
only an idea of the optimism which
rvades the entire country. Prospects
for - both ‘large and small work were
never better, and architects and build-
era can look forward to an extremely
busy seasbn. To sum up the situation-
in a word, says “Construction,” 1909
has been a great Year, put 1810 will,
unless all signs fail, be a gheater one in
every respect. ‘
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UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE

A feature of the Liberal programme
in the British elections, which has
peen.obscured to oversees view by the
larger issues, but which = has
played a large part in  the cam-
paign, is the plan for insurance against
unemployment, elaborated and put for-
ward by Mr. Winston Churchill This
is the first project of the kind ever put
forward on a large scale anywhere. In
Germany working menare insured com
compulsorily against sickness,invalidity
and old age, but though unemployment
insurance has been considered, "1t has
not yet been adopted except in’a small’
way by some German and Swiss muni-
cipalities. Consequently the British
government has had to break entirely
new ground and the methods they pro—
pose to adopt will be watched in their
operation with great interest by all
who are concerned in the improvement
of social conditions.

Briefly the plan involves compulsory
contributions from both workmen and
employers, supplemented by state con-
tributions, It applies In the beginning
to certain specified trades most liable
to fluctuation in employment condi-:
tions and the insurance .is limited in
such & way as to prevent ,as far as
possible, deliberate loafing.

iTt is proposted that the workmen,
the employer and the state shall each
contribute about 2%d.a week for eacn
man. In practice the workmen’s share
will be deducted from his wages. The
recently established labor exchanges
and the insurance plan will work very
clogely together. As soon as a worker
loses his employment he must report
himself at the exchange, W..ch imme-
dtately tries to find him another jobh.
Tor a week he receives nothing: 1t is
assumed that he will have saved
enough to tide him over for a little
while, and in the interval every effort
will be made to find him wérk by the
Jabor exchange in order to save the
fund. *

When the exchange ‘hears of work
likely to suit him the man must either
take it or explain to a committee, com-
posed of masters and men, why it does
not suit him. 1f they ‘brush his objec-
“tion aside he iz bound to take it or els>
loge his out-of-work allowance. Sup-
pose, on the other hand, neither the 2x-
- change nor the man himself can find
work, then he begins after seven deys
to receive something like eight - shil-
1ings a wesk, or more if the benefits
are slightly less. If it does go onm for
twenty weeks and he is still “out” he
drops eut of the scheme, and when ke
nexi gets empleyment must begin all
over again. . But twenty weeks would
cover the whole ' unemplayment of nine
men of ten in the insured trades.

The second time he will have to sub-
‘scribe longer before he becomes eligible
for benefit. The eriginal period of pro-
bation is likely to be fixed at about
eight months, The next period (for
those who have dropped out) will be
more extended ,and third more
Jengthy still. This will have the effect
of freeing the fund from those who are
habitually unemployed for long speils.
The schéme is meant for regular, com-
petent workers. The frequently out~of-
work must seek relief from the distress
committees or the poeor law or any,
improved arrangements of a relieving
charmcter ‘which may be made ag the
result of the Poor Law Commission
They will be eutside the scope of the
fabor exchanges and insurance system,
which is in no sense charitable. It is
a purely economic and mathematical
business arrangement for preventiug
waste. »

Compared with the good it will do
the expenditure required of the Trea-
sury is very small—not more than
£1,500,000 2 year. This will cover the
state additions to premiums and also
the expenses of management. Tae
whole scheme, indeed, works out more
cheaply than wes imagined to be pos-
sible. It will cost the worker only the
price of a glass or two of beer each
week. It will cost a big employer —
say one who pays wages to 500 men—

”~
business of that magnitude is § very
small item. If in return for these smgil
sacrifices the workers in the trades
frentioned-can be to a large extent fréed
from the haunting dread which gnaws
perpetually at their lives the result in
individual happinéss and national wel-

-

ST. JOHN'S WATER SUPPLY

The figures quoted elsewhere, show=
ing the water pressure In the vicinity
of- Friday’'s fire, give emphatic answer
to'thé ‘alfegations of insufficient water
supply and should render. impossible
the reported,effort of the organized fire
fnsurance men. to increase their rates
on the basis of those allegations.

is not only far better than at any pre~
vious time in the city’s history but is
probably excelled in quantity and pres-
sure by no city of simdlar population
and approximate situation in America:

bk Every condition asked by the fire

underwriters prior to-the Loch Lomond
extension. has beeén amply - fulfilled.
Daily ‘about nine millior gallons ot
water are delivered at Marsh Bridge,
eénough to supply a city of 100,000 popu~
lation, and.the average pressure is
mere than sufficient to throw stréams,
unaidéd by enginés, ‘ovér the highest
buildings in the city. A little over a
year ago when a test was made a pres-
sure of 72 pounds per square inch at
the hydrant at Market Square was
found sufficient = te force streams . of
water over the highest buildings in that
vicinity.  Saturday afternoon exhaus-~
tive tests of the pressure in the vicin-
ity of the Erin street fire sliowed &
pressure avereging over $0 pounds
and rdnging from 9  to  67-<the
lower figures being due to the fact that
& few hydrants in that locality are
still connected - with the old 10 inch
main that has been in use for 72 years.
The work of establishing connection
swith the new 15 inch main was com«

set in and will be completed in the
spring. But evemn at the lowest pres-

Friday was more than

The present water supply of St. Johr.

pulsorily ‘discontinued when the winter

sure reported the gravity supply on
sufficient to

ple who do not complain li_ the high
price of dry goods snd groceries sve|
distinctly ‘out of -touch “witit populer

mit that we are hard- . Every~
nine-tenths of us
ing desperstely to makep
ends meet. : :
Phe cat is out of the bag. We ult-
derstand one another a good deal bet-
ter. We now know. that we. all play
4t the same game. Iﬂ“wewﬂ
be able to pity the few m who can
never réally have any csuse for com~
plaint, A
There is, morgover, promise that thls
orisis in pricés will producé yet an-
other civilizing effect.  AS everybody
knows, ‘the impelling motive of every
ambitious Mrhumtoltvc:tw
tle bit better than the other femiliés
of the neighborhood. We have chéer-
fully concealed the annual defitit and
ostentatiously displayed the daily
luxuries. In fact it has been quite
tashionable to glory in extravagance.
But now that we have the
fimit in that competition thers is pro-
mise of a fresh race. Hundreds of
New Yorkers mnow calmly announce
that they cannot afford to eat mesat
and With zest seek to live well without
that extravagance. May we not be~
lieve that this is but the beginping of
a new day when it will be considered
fashionable fo be frugal and distinct-
1y vulgar to be extravagant.
Fof human nature is quite capable
of just such a right-about-face. One
day may find two women tactfully
boasting of their extravagance, and
the next day with equal pride display-
ing their bargains. At bottom it is the
same quality of human nature tha&t
they exercise. We wish te excell, to
be well thought of, to appear to ad-
vantage. We boast ‘of 3. pargain, if
pargain hunting {s fashionable, and
will reflect upon our superior shrewd-
ness. We boast of extravagance if that
is the proper cult. And the housewife
of tomorrow may boast of her frugal«
ity for the very same reason that her
sister of yesterday frankly -digplayed
her reckless extravagance.

body now knows that
are

conversation. w.mqnnl-wd-ibmu:ohnuquq_h
pressed

cope with the fire, and if there was
any lack of force in the streams it was
clearly due to the inadequacy of the

—~
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LABOR EXCHANGES

fire engines, which, as a matter of fact,
gshould not have been used. '

Engineer  Hunter’s

regulating valves were installed to

servation of the mains.

ond pressuré,

result of the - change the pres-

pounds greater than six months ago.
In brief, St. John

foundation for
surance rates. Rather there is

tial reduction.

A GOOD YEAR.

labor conditions throughout

opening of the year states

It will be remembered that under
administration

control the force of the water in cer-
tain districts, nominally for the pre-
When Engl-
neer Murdoch took charge last sume
mier, after a series of tests he opened
all these valves and gave thte city the
full benefit of the whole Loch Lom-
No ‘destruetion to the
mains were reported and the figures
published elsewhere show that as the

sure at the hydrants in the vicinity of
Friday’s fire average today about 20

is today Dbetter
armed against fire, as against all other
dangers incident to an inadequate oY
impure water supply, than it ever was.
All that was to be accomplighed by the
Toch Lomond extension has been ae-
complished and there is abeslutely no
any increasie in fire in-
ground
for an insistent demand for a substan-

..The Labour Gazette, summing up the
reports of its agents on industrial and
Canada
duning the holiday season and at the T
that the

Last _night's = cables announce the
{nauguration today of . the British
government/s new systemn . of national
bureaus as mediums of exchange be-
tween men seeking work and employ-
ers seeking -men. The system as
prepared is proad in its scope and
covers the whole United Kingdom. In
each exchange, and there will be 260
of them, there will bg fllsd the names,
qualifications, etc, of- men in that
vieinity desiring employment. The
country is to be gplit up into tem
divisions, and attached to the prin-
cipal exchange in each division will be
a divisional clearing-house, and these
in turn will be in direct communica~
tion with the central clearing house in
London, . The whole system will be
linked up by telephone.
And the result 2 Suppose a builder
in Sheffield requires 300 men, skilled
and unskilled, and ‘can only find 100 at
hand. He communicates his require-
ments to the mnearest exchange, the
telephone is utilized ‘to get into com-
munication with the divisional clearing
house, which in ' turn commupicates
with the various exchanges within its
jurisdiction, and the demand is speed-
fly supplied.

1f there is a great demand for labor
in one division, and a surplus in an-
other, the clearing 'house in the first
will communicate i with the central
clearing house in , London, and will
learn from there of the surplus in the
second. .
n the event of & man being offered
work in a district at & distance, and

holiday trade, which is generally re-
garded as a fair indication of economic
and industrial conditions for the year,
largely execeeded in volume that of the
preceding year and in many sections
was reported heawvier than in any pre-
vious season.

This is due in part, of course, to gene-
rally favorable. weather conditions,’ but
chiefly to the increased agricultural
vields of the past season, the value of
which, according to the latest estimate,
will  exceed that of the previous year
by over $100,000,000. Hspecially note-
worthy in connection with the Christ-
mas trade were the superior quality of

goods demanded and the abundance
y money.

General industry, as well as the trade
of the country, has received from the
same cause a pronounced stimulus, and
for seme months past a steadily in-
creasing degree of activity has been
reported in the lumbering, mining,
manufacturing and transportation
branches. In the lumberiug industry,
the general demand ' has increased,
prices have been upwand, and the out-
look is for a large cut during the com-
ing winter. "In the mining industry,
the collieries have steadily increased
their outputs, and the meatalliferous
mines are in a more favourable posi-
tion than for some time past. The
manufacturing industry was still more
active than in November; staffs were
being increased in many localities and
a starecity of skilled hands wag reported
in certain branches. There has been a
resumption of the expansion in plants

not having the wherewithal to pay his
youcher which will pass him to his
be a loan, and the precautions neces-
sary

taken.

fered suitable work at a distance from
his home, he will be under no obliga-

and equipment which was so pronoun-
ced a feature in this industry during
1906 and 1907. Railways have been ex-
ceptionally busy, the larger companies
reporting a marked increase in earn-
ings and in ‘the number of hands em-
ployed. The outlook for the industrial
season, the Labour Gezette reports, 18
on all sides regarded as most favorable
in view of the large amount of raillway |
construction and other building pro-
jected, the increasing growth of immi- |
gration, and the marked industrial and
trade buoyancy resulting from the fav-
ourable crop returns of 1909.
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NEW FASHIONS

The man ‘who pays his bills does not |
require any array of statistics to im-|
form him that there hLas been a Very
appreciable increase in the cost of 1iv~|
ing. He knows from .painful experi-
ence that it is becoming increasingly
difficult to make both ends meet. :

But the popular dmcussion serves one;
very good purpose. Under normal con-
ditions the tendency has been to con-
ceal with a good deal of care any dif-
ficulty that might exist in making the
family income’ cover the family ex-
penditure. Pricex were discussed n
an academic fashion. The cost of lv-
ing was a matter demandinig Imper-
sonal tiredtment. But ms ‘every on®
knows, it has never been considered
just the correct thinmg to admit any
necessary economies. People have pub-
licly pitied the poor when there has,
been & jump in prices, but they have
never ventured to publish their own
distress. X i

But in these days the fashions are |
changing. Bverybody is nmow more;

| the convention in. Winnipeg, where the
| wewtern forces and influences ‘wounld
naturally

&n cgual or greater degree in propor-

only about $250 a year, which in &

than willing to confess the necessity |
of the practice of rigid ecenomy. Peo-

rhilway farve, he ~will be given a

destination, But this, of course, will

to securs repayment will be

On the other hand, if a man iz of-

tion to accept it, and it will not be
prejudicial to him to refuse work on
the ground that a trade dispute exiscs,
or that the wages offered are lower
than. those current in the district
where the work is offered.

Every case will be treated on its
merits, and no man- or weoman will be
expected to accept work other than
that applied for. - The function of the
Labor Exchange is to supply informa-
tion as to employers requiring workers
and workers seeking employment, of
whatever nature. ‘

-
EAST AND WEST

Western Conservative papers evince
notable discontent-at the decision’ of
the party machine to nold the Dom-~
inion convention néxt Jume in Ottawa.
Even in Ontario some surprise is ex-
pressed, s0 staunéh /a_ paper as the
Hamilton  Spectator declaring ‘its be-
lief that the decision was & mistake
and that “the West is the place where
tire Conservative party needs most to
get in touch.”

As' s matter Of fact—and the Con-
gervative press kmows it, though nat-
urally, mum’s the word—the choosing
of Ottawa as the convention ofty in-
dicates the victory of the old guard
in the preliminary skirmish® with the
younger and more radical element who
want a thange. West of Ontario Mr.
Borden is not partioularly popular as
& lemder. - His excellent gqualities are
universally admitted, but many in the
renks doubt hin caphcity as » fghting
men, Men like Roblin ind Haultaln
sand MoBride come hearer the western
ideal ‘of political leadership. Hence
the desire of the insurgents to “hold

predominate.

equaily strong desire of the regulars
to gether the slane in the Hast. ‘iuis
decision, however, does not end the
revolt. Those western politicians are
repourceful as well as smmbiticus and
it iz mot nearly so far from Vancouver
to Ottawa a8 it used to be. :

ABIGGERAND BETTER ST, JOMN

We commend the slogan which our
committeo has selected as the Arst
mmumm'amunua
“i,mm-dmwumm
10 help St. John go ahead. Paste it in

ot

create and contimue & :
vigorous public spirit. A ’n’ and
ustiing citys
humming
city to live in—

busy . with commerce and
with industry; a gpod
prospercus, progressive, healthy, filled
with a continually incressing: popula-
tion of contemted people and governed
honestly, prudently and energetically
Surely this is worth working for.

Ané it can be accomplished. Both as
& port and as an industrial and com-
sHercial eefitre St. John has great ad-
vantages which only need faith and
capital and energy for their prosper-
ous development. We cannot promise
to all . industries ‘snd ali
bustness, Thé persomal element in the
management of business aftairs is
even: more potent for success or fajlure
than theé surroundings. Also there are
some industries whose natural marker
is so far removed that the handicap of
freight rates overcomes Tocal = manu-
facturing advantages, But for amy
business dealing in .exports and im-
ports and for ‘industries demanding
conveniently located  raw materials
such as wood, plaster, iron ore, Hme
stome, etc., or materials imported from
other countries, St. John pffers oppor~
tunities unsurpassed.in Canada.

The reslization of these rests fargely
with the pecple of St. John: We have
depended too long and too much upon
outside capital and government aid.
It's time we learned to paddle our own
canoe, and we must jearn it we want
to get 'there. And a good beginning
{s for every hopeful man in this city
to subscribe him#elf at dnce and every
day a worker for A Bigger and Better
st. John. f

o=

CANADIAN BANKING

! In connection with the. proposed re-
fortn the United Statés currency sys-
tem a number of financial experts
have been engaged by the National
Monetary Commission o investigate
banking and currency conditions in
other countries. The first of an im-
portant series of monographs based
on these investigations was issued this
week in the form of a History of
Banking in Canada, by B. M. ‘Brecken-
ridge, a noted financial authority.
The banking system of Cahada ,like
that of other couftries, has béen the
result of a process of eyolution and
experiment in theé effort to establish a
system that would meet local condi-
tions and requirements. Mr. Breck-
enridge traces this development from"
the earliest efforts to introduce the
practice of banking into the British
North American provinces in the eigh~
teenth century to the most recent
banking legisiation of 1908.

At the time of Confederation exclu-
sive legislative authority over all mat-
ters pertaining to banking, currency,
coinage ,and cognate subjects was, by
the act creating the Deminion, con-
ferred upon the parliament of Canada.
The separate provinces have no Juris-
diction over these subjects, and there
im, therefore, only one legislative body
in the Dominion authorized to deal
with® banking questions and there is
only ©one type of commercial bank.
The nroblems of banking there are not
complicated as they are in the States,
where alongside of 7,000 banks organ-
jzed under national laws _there are
some 18,000 other institutions organ-
ized under the varying laws of the 46
States of the Union. .

After the enactment of certain pre-
liminary legislation, the Pominion par:
liament passed the bank ot of 1871,
which, with subsequent revisions, now
constitutes the fundamental law of
all banks doing business in Canada.
in a few cases special provisions were
made for banks doing busines under
royal charters and for a _-. others
where particular conditions made the
general act inapplicable.

Mr. Breckenridge shows that tne
Canadian system is in many respects
similar to the Scotch banking system;
it is primarily and fundamentally a
branch banking system. There are to-
day, it appears, only 29 banks in Can-
ada, and 19 of that number have their
head offices in Toronto and Montreal,
their branches, numbering more than
2,000, being distributed from the At-
lantic to the Pacific, into the Yukon
country, and even into foreign coun-
tries. Of the parent banks, however,
there are not more than three with
head offices west of Ontarlo. -

The authorized capital of any bank
organized since 1890 is required to he
at least $8500,000, of which at least
$250,000 must be paid in cash beiore
the bank is authorized to commence
business. Each bank may fasue its
notes, payable to bearer on demand
and intended for circulation as money,
but the total amount of notes of any
bank In circulation could not, prior
to the amendment of 1908, exceed the
unimpaired paid-up capital of the
pank. By the amendment of 1908,
which grew out of the emergency is-
suss of Dominion (or government)
notes during the American panic of
1807, a bank, in addition to its regular
circulation, may, during the usual sea-
son of moving the crops—that is, from
tne 1st day of October in eash year
to the 3ist day of January next en-
suing—issue iis notes to an amount
not exceeding 15 per cent. of its com-
bined paid-up capital snd Teserve.
These additional notes are subject to 2
special tax at a rate not exceeding 5
per cent. per annum, fixed by the gov-
ernor in council.

The payment of the notes in case of
fatlure of the issuing bank is secured
in sewveral ways. The notes ave.a first
Hen upon the assets of the bank; each
stockholder is Hable for any deficiency

the par value of the shares held by
him, in addition to any amount not
pakd up thereen, and there is a “bank
circulation redemption fund,” in charge

{ of 'the Government, which is contri-
| buted by the banks Hech bank is.
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your hat; print it over your desk;
writs 1t in your lstters; tali i¢; think
$t1  In terse and vigorsus form it
m:tmnmdm’odm.

To make St. John bigger mesns 1o

win for it more pepulation, mere in-
Austries, more homes, more wealth,
To make it Dbetter

sanitary conditions; to

the banks and
! centers in
fi hy law and at such other

may Gesignate. The Canadian
ditters Trom that of the United

a3 possible the deanger of vontagious’
diseases, particularly consumption and

States in the absénce of amy Tequire-
ment for the maintenance of a fixed

typhold; to promote temperance and to | reserve against liabilities of the banks,
wholesomé mnéd

either notes or deposits, and In the
absence of any system of governmental
fnspection of the banks. The policy has
gradually grown up, however, of con=
sidering & reserve of 15 per cent, de~
sirable against demand Habilitles, and
banks falling below this are likely to
ble admonished by the bankers’ associa-
tion.

The chartered banks are members of
the Canadian Bankers’ Association,
founded in 1892, but which was given
the status of a public corporation under
the amendment of 1900, and was auth-
orized to establish clearing houses for
banks in any place ‘in the Pominion
and to make rules for their govern-
ment, subject, however, to the approval
of the Treasury Board. To it was also
glven supervisory control of the note
issues of the banks in order to pro-
meote uniformity and to prevent fraudu-
fent over issues, and the = power
to take charge of the ~affairs
of a tafled bank through "a cur-
ator. By these and other powers it
exercises a large measure of influence
over the: policies and practices qf the
banks in general

A sub-committee of the National
Monetary Commission personally visi-
ted Canada early last fall and had
interviews with leading bankers in
Toronto and Montreal, the substance
of ‘whieh witt Jater be published by the
commission, and, in addition, Dr. Jos-
eph French Johnson, of New York Uni-
versity, was sent to Canada to prepare
a technical report upon the methods
and practices of the Canadian banks,
‘which also will be published shortly.

D i o

OTTAWA'S VERDICT
A bye-election in Ottawa in ordinary

circumstances has no political signifi-
cance. ' That city, even more than the
general run of Canadian cities, sticks
to the sunny side of the political street
and the election of a Liberal as & general
tLing means nothing more than that
a Liberal government is in power at
the time.

But the national importance of the
{ssue upon which the recent election
was directly contested by both parties,
together with the typical nature of the
constituency, lends considerable signifi-
cance to the result. Admittedly the
odds were in favor of the. Liberal can-
didate, though the natural advantage
of government influence over the large
civil service vote was largely reduced
in this instance by dissension in the
Liberal ranks, forcing the withdrawal
of the candidate first chosen and the
substitution of a new and practically
unknown man. But the odds in Can-
ada are alwdys in favor of the govern-
ment. In order to triumph over the
.general ppportunism of ‘the electorate
the opposition must be able either to
convict the government of some 'tre~
mendous misdemeanour or must be in
the right—or on the popular “side—in
some. large question of vital public in-
terest. And the voting in QOttawa on
Monday seems to indicate that in the
naval question the Conservative party
hag not got an issue upon which they
can appeal successfully to the Domin-
ion at large.

Probably no constituency in Canada is
in a better position than Ottawa to
give a test verdict on such a matter
as this, The city sits om the border
line between Quebec and Ontario. Its
electorate is pretty evenly divided be-
tween French and English.  Its Eng-
lish population is militantly British and
its French element typical of Quebec.
To this constituency the Liberal candi-
date appealed directly for support OR
the government’s, policy for the créa-
tion of a Canadiah navy, built from
comparatively small beginnings prim-

in {he assets to an amount egual td.

cent. per annum Trem the day of sus-|

1 per cent. per amnum of the bank's.

in addition to these provisions for !

at agencies at commer- |
pach Provinoe which !

3 u&nmmﬁumem-‘
| minion

arily for coast and commerce defence
with the secondary idea of co-operation
with the British navy in tfme of Im-
perial danger. The Conservative can-
didate appealed with equal directness,
and to the exclusion of all other issues,
upon the alternative Conservative pol-
icy involving the principle of immediate
contribution of ships or money to the
British Admiralty, to be administered
by that body independently of Cana-
dian conirol or interference. And the
verdict hay been strongly in favour of
the government's plan, The French
wards polled a heavy Liberal majority
and in the ‘BEnglish districts this un-
kxnown candidate running on the naval
question did even better than &ir Wil-
frid himself in the general election a
little over a year ago. Another feature
worthy of note was that the tetal vote
was considerably less than that polled
in the general election.

1f thé Conservative leaders are well
adviged they will accept this hint to
abandon their effort to make a general
political issue of this question of grave
Imperial importance, The Ottawa .re-
sult indicates not only that the gues-
ticn is onme upon which the public are
not going to become greatly exclied,
but also that, though the Liberal policy
is not calculated to arouse any rarticu-
lar enthusiasm, it probably meets fhe
varied views of the general electorate
petter than any alternative yet pro-
posed. i

The great majority of Canadians are
agreed that duty calis Canada to do an
effective something in the way of Im-
perial nayal defence, but are reluctant
to take any step backward in thelr
progress toward independent mnational
existence within an alliance of free and
triendly commonwealths under the ' Bri-
fish flag. Had the opposition confined
themselves to a demand that the gov-
ernment should make larger beginnings
in the way of naval construction. and
shopid accept, for instance, the Ad-
miralty’s first suggestion for the build-

few ultra-British sectionalists for dir-
eot contributions, they have weakened
| their case and placed themselves out of
harmony
Canadian public opinion.
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THREE LIVELY BOUTS
IN BOSTON ARMORY

B g

BOSTON, Mass, Feb, 1.—The main
bout between “Pal’ Moore of Phila-
delphia and Henry Miers of Charles-
| town, at the Armory A. A tonight.
| was stopped in the eighth round, after
Wiers had been knocked down eight
times—four times in the sixth, twice
1 #n the sevent hand twice in the eighth
rounds. Moore let Miers do all' the
1 work in the early rounds, and then
i stepped in and cut the Charlestown
1 boxer to pieces.

“Tommy"” O'Keefe of Philadelphia
was given a decision over “K'd” Good-
man of Boston at the end of ten
rounds of hard fighting. O'Keefe ad-
ministered a severe punishment to his
opponent, and while the joeal man
scored frequently he was out-punched.

“Honey~ Mellody of Boston, reeeived
the decision owver Frank Perron of

Pawtucked, R, 1., in ten rounds, thaa
latter stalling all the way through,

ing of & full fleet unit, ineluding: a.
Dreadnought, they would probably have |
come nearer the popular note. But in |
powing to the vehement outcery of a |

with the general chorus of:
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RADIUM 45 A

11 Cases Reported by
Dr. Abbe

BELIEVES IT A SPECIFIC

e s

In Certain Cases it. Should be
Tried Belore Any
Operation

NEW YORK, Feb. 1.—Dr. Robert
Abbe of this city, the foremost advo-
va*c jn this countiy of radium a: a
curative agent in tlie treatment of can-
cer rec-nily Tiad a paper bef)2 the
Practitioners’ Society on “Radium as a
Specific In Giant Cell Ssarcoma,” in
which he recounted some eleven cases
of cancerous tumors of rather unusual
characteristics, all of which apparently
had been cured by radium. Some of
the patients were present at the meet-
ing and were examined by the physi-
cilans present.

The paper is printed in full with de-
talls of the cases in The Medical Re-
cord. In conclusion, Dr. Abbe says:

“This review of a group of cases of
one type of malignant cell growth, all
showing peculiar, I may say unique,
retrograde changes, tending always to
return to the normal, gives a demon-
stration of the efficacy of radium, as
clear to the clinical student as a de-
monstration of Euclid on a classroom
blackboard.

**There is no similar record in surgery,
as far as I know. It may be supple-
mented by other remarkable cases in
radium MHterature dealing with ear-
coma ‘and epitheliomata. The disap-
pearance of a round cell sarcoma of
the eyelid, which I hdve shown before
this society, is a notable one.

“Again, in a “remarkable destructive
sarcoma of the humerus, where the
pone had fractured in the growth, re-
ported by Dr. W. G. Morton of this
city, the skiagraphs show the cure by
a radium treatment of six weeks. I
have recently read a letter from :the
patient, who uses her arm -as well as
the spund one for all purposes, wash-
ing, ironing, etc., and remains ctired
after five years. '

“We have, then, to face a pathologi-

cal and surgical problem which needs
explanation. Why should an overgrown
mass of a certain group of cells of the !
body, like these marrow cells, grow
riotously and constitute a tumor which [
absorbs healthy structures opposing its i
expansion and destroy the body in &
manner justifying its name *malig-
nant’? And, again, when the power-
ful Becquerel rays emittod from radium '
penetrate the mass, why should the
retrograde of all. malignant cells pro-
ceed. with  opderly retreat, unyl the
tumor_ has entirely gone?  Or,” again,
hcw shall we explain the readsembling
of original cells out of the mass, 80 a8
to shape the parts like the jaw bone,
the roof of the mouth, the humerus,
etc., so that the appearance and func-
tion are restored?

“1¢ is a bold speculation that permits
one to venture in this field of biology
when master minds admit ignorance of
what constitutes the vital force which !
energizes each cell, and constitmtes 1ife |
as a_whole. Yet we may be permitted. !
to suggest that there are airsady |
known definite facts as to the nature |
of the tremendous force, fravelling in
straight undeviating lines, each carry-
ing an eléctri¢ charge, if, indeed, they .
are not themselves electricity; spesaing |
at 70,000 miles a second; retarded by |
dense objects, Jike masses of

only when we
powerful little tubes that we osn study
definite effects. By o
“The ‘alphs, beta, and gamma TAYS
have different electric charges, and a-
ferent effects. The alpha are suppress-
ed entirely in the glass tube: ‘The beta,
carrying negative currenis, - escape
feebly, -and the gamma, carrying its
own eleotricity, penetrate everything.
1s it not conceivable that the riotens
overgrowth of cells constituting a ta-
mor may be due to a loss of equilibrium
{1, the balance of forces sus-
tedning the mnormal cell growth, and
that the supply of one mneeded element
—possibly positive electricity, possibly
negative—will restore the balamce; and
ensble the celis to resume their orderly

growth?

«wThe surgical estimate. of giant oell
sarcoma is one of & varied degres of
malignancy. ‘Wide removal of the ap-
parent disease is undoubtedly more
often curative tham in otper types of
actively growing twmors. B
. «My convietion is that every ease of
myetoid sarcome should .be given treat-
ment by radium before any eperation
and that we may expect many cures.”

GERMAN. DIPLONAT T0
WED MERIGAN GIRL

WASHINGTON, Feb. 1. — Another
American hostess will be added to the
diplomatic circle in ‘Washington by the
marriage of Miss Constance Hoyt and
¥. von Stumm, third secretary of the
German embassy. The engagement Was
announced yesterday.

Miss Hoyt is the daughter of Henry
M. Hoyt, counsellor of the Department
of State. 'No date has been set for the
wedding, but it will probably take place
in the spring.

Through the marriage of Miss Hoyt
Mr, von Stumm’s family will wetcome
an American bride for the third time in
as many generations. Mr. von Stumm’s
mother was Miss Pauline von Hoffman,
of New York, who was known. for her
beauty, and his grandmother was Miss
Grimes, of Staten Island.
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