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Eighthly. It was considered essentially necessary

to keej) a large ftre, both night and day, in every room

where there was a patient with Cholera. It is i.i-w

well liiiown that in by far the majority of cases, the

collapse commences beiwixt two o'clock in the iimr-

ning and .six A. M., or, in oMicr words, at Uie period

of the Iwentv-four iiours when *he atmosphere is

coldest : froio which it appears that external cold acts

as an exciting cause to the state d asphyxia. l>ut

independent of this, we have seen that the degree of

force, with which oxygen can remove carbonic acid

through the medium of a membrane, depends, ma
great de^jrec, on the tempc .iturcof the t\v<> fluids.

—

Now, when the teniperature of the blood is so very

Fow, as it is during '.he state of collapse, and if the

air which tlie patients then breathe be also cold, the

small quantity of carbonic acid wiiich exists in the

black venous bhiod, will not be attracted by-tlie cold

air, and consecpiently this of itself may be one cause

of the sudden death.

Ninthly. It is necessary to be very careful not to

dismiss tlie patients as cured until they have been, at

least, several days completely out of danger. Two
of the cases which proved fatal in the prison, at

Cold-Bath Fields, were lost from our not haviiu^

been at that time sulli( ; ntly aware of the importance

of this.
, ,, ,

Tenthly. The patients ought not to be allowed to

use one jlarticle of solid or indigestible food, for at

least Jivt days after they have recovered from the

state of colkipse. We nearly lost more cases than

on-;, <Vo;n the too early use of solid indigestible food;

and one womun, a nurse in the London Free Ilosjvi-

tal in Greville-street, actually died from this cause,

after having been considered as com))letely out of

danger from a most violent ,'ittack of Cholera accoiii-

panfed witli collapse.

Eleventhly. Those who put their patient:; under

the saline treatment, ought to trust almost entirely to

this; for if they use calomel, brandy, or other de-

structive agents at the same time, they vill do little

good; but above all, not one particle of opium ought

to be giveo internally; for, from what I have seen, I

consider this to be as fatal in Cholera^ as it is in the

last stage of either the African typhus or the season-

i;ic fever of the West Indies. Where the sfoniaeh,

lowever, is extremely irritable, about twenty-five or

thirty drops of laudanum, diffused in a little tei)id

^\ater, may he injectc',: with a small syringe info the

rectum, not only with impunity but considerable ad-

vantage.
When the stomach is very irritable, small quanti-

ties of milk with carbimate of soda, may be given oc-

casionally; and when we use the saline powders in

such cases, they ought to he dissolved in a very

small prrtion of water.

When the case is exceedingly malignant, or where

we arc called in late in the disease, and find the pa-

tient already in collapse, we ought then to have rc-

, course to the most active measures. An ounce of

the muriate of soda, with half a drachm of the chlo-

rate, or the muriate of potass, should he given imme-
diately in cold wafer, and repeated, if necessary,

every half hour, until the patient has fi-kcn about

ftiree doses of this strong solution Should reaction

i be brought on by this, it may then he kept up by the
' common sal ne powders: but shou'd tbi- pYiifMriort

fail, we may tliosi, a^ a lasf re-ource. giv.-' tlse patient

.notbcr ch;>ii.;e fcr life, by i:'j(.ctii;ar a <:.]'an' f]-ii-l iivId

the veins.

Tiie ejections, and every other souicc Oi impurity

ought to be immediately removed from the room

where the patients arc ; and the intected ward.

1 ou'd be fumigated at least twice a day ^v•

J
gun-

powder, and every panicle ot suspicious clolh.ns.

beddii!"-, &c., should' be boil- a. for at least half au

hour. 10 a strong solution o( common soda.

'lb. so v\ ho are recovering from tl>e disease are 1
-

able to a relapse, and such cases are general^ fata!

but from what I have seen, my belief .>, 'I'f
«n'^^

who luivecempletelv r.eovered, alter having had the

Ciu lera once, Uave an ui.munity from any lutuie at-

*1l,:';il:;: 'is':i";-Une of the treatment and mea,,s

which were used: lii- following is. 1 I cLeve, a l.ui

f Uitcment of the outliOL- oi the result ;—

The three first cases which occurred In the prison

vere treated by Mr. ^^ "'^V'^' '^"V
' f C-Z tbev- u ith oi)ium, brandv, the hot-air bath, c^ c.

,
but t .cv

uliaie.:it.eravery li.ort lUnoss. Almost^ .inmed.-

ate'v alter this, anoth<!rcase was treated m .. s..n,

h.r wav by anot'u r practitioner, who had been .ent

favio the'i^riso , dur.n;; the n,-ht^, '".consequence f

ISIr. \\'akefic.!d beiiu>: unwell at the time. 1 his gen-

tleman was not then aw.'.re that any "^^ l";;,'i"" .^i"'

been n<!opted in the mison J''^^"^^»"» * ", V*
'f,

'

.erumlani artan. with brandy. <TH1u>, a'"' [''.•^''^
'

'"J-
t!,c result was, tl-.at thi. patH;;:t vu.s past ='•' »

!'=;YJ,

recovery befoieeilhevMr. \> akefield or n^ >elt saw

Hm in tlie m.uning;-con.eque:,t!y. m t^hctmir cases

thatw.ne treated in the prison in that waj tlicrc

vere four deaths and not one recovery unc.er fbe

common ])r.actice. . , .

li may be proper to state that previous to the be-

-rinr.ino-of A.nil there were no bowel complain s m
The i.riM.n, an'd the vn h.^le of the pri.soners were theii

as healthy as they generally are at that sefuon ofhe

vear. The first ease that was r. ported to the Loa,d

of Health ocenrred on t!:e 5th H
{>V"'?,7/''« ^'J'"^

fv..tment was commenced on the 8th There were

ill a" a» that i'eri< d about one thousand t'.irce bundled

souls in the prison; a.d from the 8th of npnl to the

cessation of the lir^t epidemic, there -.vere at lei.st

one bundled ie.,li\ idual.s who were evidently more or

less, under the intlmnee of the poison.

In about fifty of the above cases, the patients weie

atf;icked with'a bowel cmiplaint and most of them

bad, m-..eor less, irritation at the :loioach. 1 he

fluids that we;e ejected, were gencraHy deficient m
bile; and the bowel ccmiplaint was attended with the

fo!lov,ii):i i»eculiaritic.^;:—
, . i

• „ .„<.

First.' The iue lii.ation to go to the night-chair Came

on more suddenly than it generally does ni cases ot

common diarrhcea.

Pec-ndlv. The ejections wore less bilious than in

common dianlKoa': and opium, chalh, astringents,
i\ / _ 1 :.. *.., ,. r. r^t ^Lnivi infill

•Vc. whicli are genorally u

]i!iwel comi)!:iints, v.ere

(ul in ca^^s of common
no use in checking the

o((^\t•i t '.'inpijini:', ,.*.*'.' - ^- ,

dianho^a. which occurs when the patients are under

the influence of the Cholera poisr.n. 1 hc-^e remedies

were ehieflv u.srd in c.^'s vJueh occurred onto the

pn.en; but" fh.'V evidenfiy had no eftect in checking

the sp<cifie ejections which are produced by the

Chohra iioisoii: and this 1 presume was the cause of

,Ih> diavrha i wbieli ocrurred in the fittv eases in the

prison to which I refer, "l he whole of these were

im.nediatelv put under the saline Ireetmert, ar( this

.ii.nnarf.i to rive :in inr.-icdiata cLctk to tne di-tase,

>-.d I 1 el'cve it «-a-! owing t'l iiu- saIhm- renK-dies. m
vv'll -- to 'he eireuvnsr:'tice of their being cnnstantJy

^
. :^ ., „..„.„, ro,,;,,,- ,.t wMl i;.kencareof.fiu-.t n«>t

... ,i ;-,.
i-.--:-..-^ .v}r: \<- v< :[' coa^^niiCiuiV,

though they were constantly breathing in an atraos-


