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FIND OFFICER SEELEY 
KILLED PETER FONTAINE

LOST INTEREST 
III LET SUIT

dread of fire last summer when the other 
boat was running.

To Mr. Trueman—Captain Perry showed 
the first summer she was on the boat that 
he did not want her as etewardnees but 
she never had angry words with him. She 
thought it would have been better to have 
a night watchman. She spoke to Mr. 
Purdy once about her fear of fire but he 
said surely no one would be bad enough 
to set the boat on fire.

Foreman Alfred West was next sworn 
at the request of Mr. Trueman. He said 
he knew the Crystal Stream well and had 
frequently examined her engines and boil­
er and as far as he knew found nothing 
wrong. There was a stairway in front of 
the saloon behind the steam dome. He had 
frequently, as he thought, found the wood­
work too hot for safety, indeed he had 
remarked, as he thought, to Mrs. Chase 

will have a fire there some day. He

er Belyea on the wharf. Mrs. Coleman 
then asked him to save Mrs. Chase and 
he ran down to the stem where she was, 
but found two men in a small boat row­
ing her ashore. He turned round as soon 
as he saw Mrs. Chase was safe and saw 
the mate coming ashore on the stem 
line. He asked him what could be done 
for the men, but he said, “you can’t go 
near there, they are done for.” Witness 
then took the mate up the bank and 
looked after him, wrapping him in couple 
of blankets which the mill men had lent 
them. Dr. Armstrong was sent for, and 
he ordered him to the hospital. By this 
time the steamer had burned her lines 
off and drifted against the bridge.
Search for Bodies.

He waited till daylight and then with 
a crew of men went in a boat to search 
for the bodies. They were found after 
about three hours and brought ashore. 
The steam dome was situated in the fore 
part of the steamer. This was never hot 
enough to cause fire.

To Mr. Trueman—The men generally 
kept a lantern hanging in the hallway 
down stairs in their quarters. Besides this 
they had lamps. He had seen lanterns ex­
plode, but never on that vessel. Captain 
Mabee thought it was possible the fire 
might have been caused by the men care­
lessly dropping burning matches. The 
gineer was in the habit of wetting the 
woodwork around the engine on the main 
deck. There was no heat there but there 
might be sparks flying round.

To the coroner—The only light in the 
after part of the saloon was opposite Mrs. 
Coleman’s door.
Daniel Sparks.

Daniel Sparks was the first witness 
called at the afternoon session. He said 
that he was asleep in West’s mill house 
on the night of the disaster. He was 
awakened about 12.30 by the cry of 
'Tire!” and on going to the wharf helped 
to pull the Aberdeen out of harm’s way.
William A. Boyd.

William A. Boyd, another of West’s 
men, then told of being awakened by the 
cry of fire and a woman saying, “Oh, 
God! I will bum!” He ran out of the 
mill house and saw the woman standing 
on the deck of the Crystal Stream, which 
was on fire. The flames seemed at the 
time to be going over her. Just as be 
readied the wharf he saw the mate cling­
ing to a line over the stem and pulled 
him to the wharf. He and another man 
then got a boat and took the woman off 
afterwards rowing all round the steamer 
to see if there were aûy others in danger. 
After that he got on the wharf again and 
was one to get a line and help to pull the 
Aberdeen out of reach of the fire. He 
had heard them say there was no steam 
on the Aberdeen but the wheel turned as 
they started to pull her and he thought 
that was very curious.
Mrs. Amelia Chase.

The jury then adjourned to the home of 
Mrs. William Perry, where the evidence 
(Continued on page 6, third column.) 

of Mrs. Amelia Chase was taken. The 
witness was resting on a lounge in the 
front room, her head was bandaged and 
her face bore the scars of her terrible 
experience. She said she had been stew­
ardess on the Crystal Stream for six 
years, on the night of the fire she went 
through the boat to see that all was right. 
Mr. Roberts and Mrs. Coleman were with 
her. That night she went to bed shortly 
after 10 o’clock but got up again at 11.30 
and went through the boat again upstairs. 
Everything was all right there and she 
went back to her room and fell asleep. 
The next thing she heard was Mrs. Cole­
man calling out that the boat was on fire. 
She got up at once and grabbing some 
clothes went out of her room door and 
out on deck aft. At that time the front 
stairs were on fire and quite a blaze was 
back of the 6rgan. The fire at first did 
not fill the after part of the veseel. As 
soon as she got on deck she shouted “Fire!” 
and saw Mr. Roberts and the mate on the 
line astern crawling ashore.

Witness remained on the after deck till 
she dropped into a small boat. At that 
time the fire was very dose to her. The 
men who took her off helped her to Mr. 
Moss’ house close by.

Mrs. Chase said she knew nothing more 
of the fire, and had no idea how it origin­
ated. She lost all she had on the boat ex­
cept the few clothes she carried in her 
hand. This was the second steamer fire 
she had come through. She was on the 
Star when that boat burned, but in her 
opinion this was a narrower escape than 
that.

To Juror West she said that when she 
went through the. boat before retiring she 
had looked around the steam dome, she 
had known it hot enough to catch fire but 
it was not in that condition that night.
Was Afraid of a Fire

WITNESSES TELL OF 
CRYSTAL STREAM HORROR

I Coroner’s Jury Cannot Agree About Dalhousie 
Policeman’s Criminality

Agree That Tragedy Occurred While an Arrest Was Being 
Attempted—Dr. Martin, Who Made Second Post Mortem, 
Swears He Found Only Two Bullet Wounds, and Both 
Were of the Same Size.

Stewardess Relates Her Fears of a Fire and 
Threat of Captain Perry

Mrs. Chase Says Remarks Were Made Four Years Ago 
When He Was an Employee On the Boat—Captain Mabee 
and Others Testify About What They Saw, But No Light 
Is Thrown on Cause of Burning.

Hon. Mr. Emmersdn at Tor­
onto, on Way to Virginia, 

Talks of Case

NO CHANCE TO WINyou
had, however, always considered the Crys­
tal Stream as safe as any other boat on 
the river. On the night of the fire he 
had sent a man down to her for a bag of 
timothy about 10.15 and he reported noth­
ing unusual. He was not prepared to say 
how long wood might smoulder before 
bunting into flame but he had had a mill 
bum at 2 a. m. and the only reason that 
could be assigned for it was friction which 
had generated heat in the machinery be­
fore 6 o’clock the previous night.

At this point the coroner said that was 
all the evidence at present but if the jury 
thought more witnesses ought to be heard 
an adjournment ought to be made. After 

discussion adjournment was made 
till July 0th at 6 o’clock to hear the evi-( 
den ce of Mate McCleery.

James Stewart, commissioner of roads men so 
for Queen county, today discharged Isaac 
Van B. Hetherington because he attempt­
ed to charge passengers 10 cents for the 
use of the ferry at Cole’s Island, which 
has been established since the bridge was a 
burned down in the Crystal Stream dis­
aster.

Elijah Keirstead is now in charge. It | ous 
is said that on Tuesday night when the 
inquest was in session in the Orange hall 
Mr. Hetherington stopped about 9A0. tor 
Just as he was walking up the bank a 
number of ladies came down the opposite 
shore and called to him to come and take 
them across. It is added that he refused 
to do so unless they paid him 10 cents 
apiece. There is quite a little indignation 
here over Mr. Hetherington’s conduct. It 
is pointed ont that he was getting $2 a 
day to run the ferry.

Ex-Minister Says Court’s Decision 
Gives Newspapers a License to 
Publish Anything About Public 
Men if They Believe Statements 
to Be True.

To Mr. Lawlor—The other marks on the 
body were not serious. A man could not 
live longer than two or three minutes 
after receiving the wound he did in the 
heart. I am satisfiéd that there were only 
two wounds on the body. I am satisfied 
that death was not caused by any trouble 
with the brain.

To the coroner—It is difficult to tell 
how long a man 
wounds.

To Foreman Powell—If the appearance 
of the burn was caused by powder the 
shot would have to be fired near the body.

Dalhousie, N. B., June 25-The coroner’s 
court in the Fontaine inquest resumed its 
work at 10 o’clock today. A large num­
ber of spectators were in attendance, in­
cluding the widow of Peter Fontaine.

John J. Lapointe, sworn: I reside in 
Balmoral. I was at the graveyard in Bal­
moral on Saturday last. I swear that the 
body that was raised and upon which Dr.

examination was the

At the opening session of the inquest , my foot on the Crystal Stream sifice she 
Into the death of four men in the fire | started this season." 
ivhich destroyed the steamer Crystal 
Stream, held at Cole’s Island Tuesday 
night, there was 

one

Questioned by Mr. Trueman, the witness 
told of conversing with Fred Smith dur­
ing the evening before the fire. “So far 
as I know, there was a friendly feeling be­
tween the crews of the boats. From the 
time that the witness went to bed until 
wakened by the shouts he said he never 
had foot off the Aberdeen. When the 
water in the boiler ia hot. as he thought 
it was at the time of the fire, be said 
steam could be got up on the Aberdeen, 
in ten or fifteen minutes. At the time 
of the fire parafine was used on the Aber­
deen’s fire to help get up steam rapidly. 
When preparing to start on regular trips 
the steamer usually requires an hour in 
which to get up-steam. He said some one 
had suggested to him to tow the burning 
boat away from the bridge. His reply was 
that the Aberdeen had not sufficient steam 
up. There was not much wind on the 
night of the fire. He had been afraid 
that the Crystal Stream when on fire 
would drift back on the Aberdeen.

en-
Toronto, June 28—Hon. H. B. Emmer- 

son was in Toronto today on his way to 
Virginia. Asked about his libel suit he 
said: "I am not troubling about it at all. 
When the court ruled that any paper 
could publish wbat it liked about public 

long ps it believed what it pub­
lished, I decided not to bother. I have no 
further interest in what they are doing 
at Fredericton.

“It is just like butting your head against 
stone wall. I am satisfied so far as the 

preliminary examination is concerned for 
they certainly failed to prove the ridicul- 

charge that I was ejected from a 
hotel with two women of ill-repute.

“I am willing to let the people decide 
themselves, whether I was guilty or

a large attend- 
hundred beingfullyMkee,

present. Coroner J. T. O. Earle presided 
ht the inquiry and the jury is composed of 
'^Ifred West, Elijah Kierstead, Bratford 
Northrop, J. N. Fowler, Charles Parker, 
Bamford Taylor and J. E. Cole. Mr. 
West is the foreman.

W. H. Trueman watched the proceed­
ings on behalf of the attorney-general.

Engineer Roberts, who was the first 
Witness, told of making inspection of the 
fcteamer about 9.50 o’clock in the night of 
the fire. There was no sign of fire. The 
furnace fires were banked. One lantern 
hung near the forward gangway below. 
(The hay : was stored amidships. He told 
pf his escape as already related in The 
Telegraph and of the rescue of Mrs. 
Chase, the stewardess.

could live after gun
some

Martin made an 
body of the late Peter Fontaine.

Doctor Martin, sworn—Am a physician 
residing in Campbellton; am duly regis­
tered. I was not acquainted with the late 
Peter Fontaine. I held a post mortem on 
his body on Saturday. The whole body 
was pretty much swollen. I found several 
marks on the legs. Found a bullet wound 
situated about five inches from the spine. 
The bullet hole was about quarter inch 
in size but could not locate the bullet. In 
further examination I found a bullet hole 
in the back. The second bullet hole was 
in the left side about five inches from 
the spine. The size of this second bullet 
hole was exactly the same size as-the 
first bullet hole described, also clean cut.
Powder Marks on One Wound.

marks of

* ■
James 8. Harquail.

James S. Harquail, sworn. Am a bar­
rister. I am also sitting magistrate for 
Dalhousie and clerk of the peace. I issued 
warrants for the arrest of Peter and An­
drew Fontaine at the instance of Charles 
Doyle. I did not warn the officers of the 
danger in arresting the Fontaines. I had 
a conversation with Gallop. I gave the 
warrants to Doyle. I said to Gallop when 
he suggested to take a second man with 
him that he had better. I did not tell 
the coroner that I said to Gallop to be 
careful. .

To Mr. Motte-Mr. Gallop mentioned 
Mr. Seeley’s name. I said you had better 

who knows the locality.

not.”
Mr. Emmeraon had not read the latest 

from Fredericton this morning.news
"What do the papers say?” he laughed. 

“You know I haven’t been reading much 
about it lately. I 
any interest in it now.’’

"If it is as the court ruled, I might as 
well have been in Newfoundland as in 
Montreal on that night. I couldn’t have 
got a verdict of libel, so long as they say 
they believed me guilty. I can’t prove 
that they did not think they were telling 
the troth, so why bother any more about 
it?’’

Around the Boiler. The Purser.
The witness said that between the boiler 

and the boat’s bottom there was—lowest 
layer of planks one and a half or two 

inches in thickness; on them a two inch 
coating of plaster of paris, then a tier of 
brick with cement between the bricks, 
and then two inches of cement. He had 
never known a plaster of paris bottom to 
crack or fire to get through it. There 
were no bearings which might 'have caused 
fire through friction and no place in the 
rear of the boiler where fire might creep 
out. The lantern was twelve or fifteen 
feet from the hay.

the starboard side the boat was closed 
on the night of the fire; the other was 
open and any one could get in and out. 
The lining below the boiler was put in by 
the witness. The boiler, furnace, etc., 
t#Fe not given any trouble. The boiler 
Vas inspected daily. There was nothing 
wrong with it on the day before the fire. 
No ashes were thrown out of the furnace 
on the night of the fire. When the wit­
ness looked at the furnace before retiring 
the fire was euch as to give off no sparks. 
Between the boiler and woodwork at the 
sides there was a space of two feet. Above 
the boiler there was an iron beam and over 
that planking. The woodwork was not 
tinned. The boiler had an asbestos cover, 
but that was not much protection, though 
a poor conductor of heat.

Last year before the platform beneath 
the boiler was completed there was a slight 
tire. There had been no trouble since. 
The lanterns used on the steamer had 
métal bowls. There was no cargo near 
the burning lantern.

Fire fighting apparatus on the boat in­
cluded a hand pump, a donkey pump and 
150 feet of hose. Two lanterns, one aft, 
the other forward, were left burning 
through the evening. There were no lights 
in the closets, etc., on the main deck. The 
steamer was inspected by Messrs. Dalton 
and Olive in April. Dalton gave the cap­
tain a certificate and spoke of the boiler 

"pretty good old boiler.”
Hay is usually carried amidships. In 
is case it was ten feet from the boiler, 

not aware of the provision of the

Purser Belyea told of his escape. Ques­
tioned by Mr. Trueman as to the men’s 
quarters, he said that there was & good 
passageway leading to the men’s, rooms. 
They had as good a place as is provided 

river steamer, "or1 on any I ever 
There was, he said, a carpet nailed

too busy and haven’tam

get some one
To Mr. Lawlor—I may have told the 

officers that it would be better to go early 
in the morning. Mr. Doyle asked me for 
a warrant.

To Foreman Powell—It was their duty 
to make ihe arrests as soon as possible.

To Juryman Hallete-It would be the 
duty of the officera to say “I arrest you in 
the king’s name.” Putting his hands on 
the prisoner.

To Mr. Mott—It is all a question of cir- 
cunetances whether a cbnstable should 
point a revolver or not. This concluded 
the evidence, and Mr. Trueman addressed 
the jury for more than an hour.

Coroner Ferguson spoke briefly, leaving 
the matter in the hands of the jury.

To the coroner—There were no 
powder around first described wound while 
in the second there was, especially m the 
right side, a sign of burning. I could not 
say if it was powder in that state of 
putrefation of the skin. I could not lo­
cate the bullet. I then opened the skull 
to examine the brain but no examination 
was possible. There was no sign of blood, 
therefore no hemorrhage of the brain.

I found that first bullet .did not injure 
any big blood vessel.
jn an examination of the heart I found 

a bullet wound at its base. There were 
no traces of bullet holes into the liver. 
There could not be any large quantity of 
blood from the hemorrhage of which Peter 
Fontaine died. The wound in the butticks 
would not be fatal. He might have been 
shot while stooping or climbing the stairs. 
A man firing at seven feet could not in­
flict the wound on a man crawling on his 
hands and knees. To do so he would have 
to be very close.

To the coroner—Both wounds by ap- 
about the same size.

Oapt. Perry in Strong Denial.on any 
saw.”
down over the trap door leading from 
these quarters. "I fought against having 
the carpet nailed. I said it was a good 
way for men to escape, but it was hailed 
down.” That protest was made five years 
ago and he had made none since then. 
There were bracket lamps there.

Mr. Trueman held that under the Ship­
ping Act such lamps were illegal as being 
between decks. The witness took the view 
that these lamps were not between decks. 
Continuing, the witness said: "I’ve never 
seen the least danger from carrying hay. 
I do not object to it being carried, but of 
course you want to take precautions not 
to allow smoking or fire too close to it.”

Startling statements were credited to 
Mrs. May Coleman, cook of the ill-fated 

steamer Crystal Stream, in evening 
reports of the inquest at

river

saSssSnSsSK WOULD PARALLEL THEthe Waehademoak route-was used in her HUULU I nillH-uLL. I IIL 
evidence* Capt. Perry was asked about the 
matter when the Aberdeen came to the 
city yesterday.

The steamer Aberdeen arrived at Indian- 
town about 3 o’clock in the afternoon 
and Captain Perry was shown the ac­
counts of Mrs. Coleman’s evidence. He 
seemed to be feeling the position quite 
keenly and was evidently considerably 
exercised over the matter. He first denied 
making any threats whatever regarding 
wreaking vengeance on the Crystal Stream.
He said: “The idea of a woman making 
such statements as these. Why the way 
it has come out in the papers people will 
think that she has meant to say I was 
returning from the Crystal Stream after 
setting the fire. I would not trust her 
with a man’s life. She would swear it 
right away. Neither Mrs. Chase nor any 
man, woman or child can say that I ever 
said that I would get vengeance if it took 
me ten years.

“As regards crossing the wharf towards 
the burning boat in my bare feet, it is 
true I was in my bare feet but at the 
time I first crossed the wharf the most 
of the Crystal Stream’s crew that were 
saved were already on the dock. When I 

awakened and heard the cry of fire, 
thinking my own boat was afire, I got up 
without putting any clothes on. Finding 
the Aberdeen safe, 1 hastily pulled my 
trousers on and, getting out on the wharf, 
heard Mrs. Chase cry for help.

“When I got over to the Crystal Stream 
Purser Belyea was already on the wharf, 
as well as others. I watched the millmen 
assisting Mrs. Chase and about this time 
I saw Mrs. Coleman standing on the 
wharf.

“Mrs. Coleman is no friend of mine.
Some years ago, when she was employed 
on the steamer Star, I was influential in 
having her discharged and she holds this 
as a grudge against me.”

New Brunswick Objections to Exten­
sion of Atlantic & Lake Superior 
Railway Through the Restigouche 

Valley.

Montreal, June 25—(Special)—It n an­
nounced that Galindez Bros., of London 
(Eng.), representing the bondholders of 
the Atlantic & Lake Superior Railway, 
have sold that road to the Atlantic, Que­
bec & Western Railway Company for 
$2,000,000 and that after certain arrange­
ments have been made the road will be 
extended eastward to Gaspe Basin and 
westward through the Restigouche valley 
to Edmundston.

The Verdict.
The jury retired at 3.30, and reported at 

8 o’clock the following verdict:
“We find that the said Peter Fontaine

into his body from a revolver in the hands 
of George Seeley, a peace officer, while 
executing or attempting to execute & 
warrant for the arrest of the said Peter 
Fontaine, but we cannot agree whether 
there was any criminality on the part of 
the said George Seeley in the act or not.”

Mr. Lawlor spoke briefly, congratulating 
the coroner and jury for the way the in­
vestigation had been conducted. In this 
he was seconded by Mr. Trueman.

Cole’s Island, Queens county, June 26.— 
At this morning’s session of the inquest 
into the Crystal Stream disaster Mrs. May 
Coleman, the cook, was the first witness 
called. On the night of the disaster she 
went to bed about 10.30, at that time there 
was no appearance of anything unusual. 
Before retiring she had a conversation 
with Mrs. Chase about the danger of the 
boat taking fire and Mrs. Chase said this 
would be a good night for a fire. Mrs. 
Coleman always had a fear of fire since the 
first day they went on-her. Witness went 
on to say she had a special reason for 
fearing fire on the Crystal Stream. This 
lay in talk heard by passengers and out­
siders who said the boat would, not run 
the summer out.

Mrs. Chase told her that vengeance on 
the boat was threatened by a party if it 
took ten years. She thought that Captain 
Perry was the party meant. That was 
what caused the most of her fears. Mrs. 
Chase did not tell her that night but 
some time before.

Mr. Trueman objected on the ground 
that this class of evidence is unfair and 
calculated to do an innocent man injus­
tice.

to his death from a bullet discharged

pearance were , „ ^ __
Coroner shows witness bullets, size 22 

and 32, who replied: "The latter size bul­
let caused the wounds. It was impossible 
for a cartridge No. 22 to cause either of 
the wounds. They were caused by bul­
lets of same calibre.”

To Mr. Mott—I only found two bullet 
wounds in the body.

METHODIST CONFERENCE
FINISHES ITS BUSINESS

It is understood that the latter exten­
sion is being opposed by the New Bruns­
wick government on the ground that the 
province has guaranteed the bonds of the 
International Railway now under co*. 
etruction from Campbellton to St. Leon­
ard's and that the proposed line through 
the valley of the Restigouche would run 
parallel to and in the territory of this 
railway.

The application was before the deputy 
minister of railways on May 28, and was 
also opposed by the Transcontinental 
Railway Company and by the C. P. R. on 
the ground that it would parallel those 
railways between the mouth of the Grand 
River on the St. John and Edmundston.

Counsel, objecting to the proposed route 
called the attention of the deputy min­
ister to the fact that the Atlantic, Que­
bec & Western Railway Company in their 
bill presented at the last session of par­
liament applied for authority to construct 
their line from Metapedia to a point be­
tween St. Leonard’s and Edmundston,and 
upon objection being made by the Inter­
national Railway Company, the act was 
changed so as to allow the line to be con­
structed from Metapedia to Edmundston. 
The company, it was claimed, is now 
seeking to evade the decision of parlia­
ment by building first to a point near St. 
Leonard’s and then up river to Edmunds­
ton instead of going by the direct route 
from Metapedia to Edmundston.

Before giving any decision Mr. Butler 
said it would be necessary for the appli­
cants to produce the plan submitted to 
parliament showing the original route 
which was refused and also to show on 
their route map the location of the Inter­
national Railway.

Hon. William Pugsley, when asked with 
regard to the matter last evening, said 
the applicants could hardly hope to ob­
tain permission as they were attempting 
to secure a route which parliament had 
already refused. At some points their pro­
posed line would run within four to eight 
miles of the International route. They 
evidently appreciated the fact that it was 

good country and were attempting to 
tap traffic which would belong to the 
other road. The further hearing of the 

Dr. Pugsley added, would take place

was

as a estate, the interest of which is to be paid 
to the minister on the Lindsay circuit.

Second—The sum of $100 from the Cham­
bers estate, the interest of which is to be 
paid to the Methodist minister preaching 
at Anagance Ridge, appointment on the 
Petitcodiac circuit.

Third—Ten shares of St. John Railway 
stock (value $1,000) from Jos. A. Likely, 
St. John, the dividends from which are to 
be paid Exmouth street church, St. John.

Fourth—Total balance of securities now 
held by the board is $6,330.

The enrollment committee reported that 
there were in attendance at conference 
seventy-eight minis’ters and thirty-four 
laymen. The thanks of the conference 
was, on motion, ordered sent to C. A. Lin- 
dow, C. P. R. agent, for courtesies ex­
tended to the members of the conference. 
On motion, Rev. 8. Howard and J. H. 
White were appointed representatives of 
this conference on the general supernum­
erary fund.

A committee of six was appointed to 
negotiate with any committee appointed 
by any other evangelical church. The 
members of the committee are ministers— 
C. H. Paisley, T. Marshall, J. C. Berrie; 
laymen—J. R. Inch, G. J. Oui ton, Jos. 
Bullock.

Rev. Geo. Steele was requested, on mo- 
suitable address to be

St. Stephen, N. B., June 25.—The Meth­
odist conference opened this morning at 
„ o’clock. President Crisp in the chair. 
After devotional service the president, 
Rev. Howard Sprague, and Rev. Samuel 
Howard were appointed a committee to 
obtain a sufficient number of young men 
from England to fill the vacancies.

The committee on church property re­
commended that the request from St. 
Luke’s church, Chatham, for permission 
to sell the old parsonage property and de­
vote the proceeds to payment of the 
parsonage be granted.

The application from Grace church, Char­
lottetown, to sell a lot ofi land adjoining 
the site of the church and parsonage, 
received and permission to sell granted.

A dispute having arisen on the Salisbury 
circuit regarding the boundary line of the 
parsonage property, the conference has 
asked to take the matter up with a view 
of settling it. The committee on church 
property recommended that the matter be 
referred to the board of trusts. The ques­
tion was taken up by the conference and 
a resolution was passed referring it to the 
president of the conference, chairman of 
the district and pastor of the church.

Conference reassembled at 2.30.
A new constitution of sustentation fund 

was adopted, having for its object the 
equalization of salaries on missions and 
semi-independent circuits.

Rev. Geo. Steele submitted the report 
of the children's fund stating that $3,146 
had been raised during the year and fix­
ing the assessment on circuits providing 
for the claims of the present year.

Rev. Thos. Marshall reported for the 
missionary committee, on the recommenda­
tions of the district. The one from St. 
John recommended the appointment of a 
superintendent of missions for this con­
ference, which was unanimously adopted 
bv the conference.

Dr. Paisley presented the report ot tne 
educational committee recommending a 
special grant from the educational fund 
to Chas. F. Stebbings, T. Spencer Crisp 
and Geo. Morris. Deputations were also 
arranged to visit the several districts in 
the interest of the fund.

Rev. J. C. Berrie reported that the 
tingent fund had been overdrawn and that 
special liberality is required to meet the 
demands on this fund.

Rev. Wm. Harrison reported for the 
class teachers and local preachers’ corn- 

attention be

» was
ised Statutes of Canada that inflam- 
ÿ matter must be placed as far as 

, os si Die from the boiler and where igni­
tion is impossible.

At the time of the fire the vessel lay 
bow and bow with the Aberdeen, fifteen 
Or twenty feet away. The Crystal Stream 
waf^pointing down stream. The sparks 
blew up river, away from the Aberdeen. 
The witness would suggest no cause of 
the fire nor did he give any particular rea­
son why the women of the boat were es­
pecially nervous.

The men sleeping below had very good 
quarters, bunks three or four feet wide in 
rooms about six by eight or nine feet. 
Each had plenty of space for comfort. “It 
was the best equipped boat in that way 
I ever saw.” There was a good chance for 
egress from below by way of the stairs. 
Another way was through a trap door and 
tip to the ladies’ cabin. The men’s rooms 
were at least fifty feet from the boiler.

9

Saw Oapt. Perry on Wharf.
About 12.30 witness woke up. She saw 

smoke flying past her door and immediate­
ly got up and gave the alarm. There was 
a light burning on a table in the saloon 
between her room and Mrs. Chase’s. This 
was turned down low. She first called 
Mrs. Chase, saying, “Mrs. Chase the boat 
is on fire!” She then called fire! three 
times as loud as she could to wake the rest 
up. She ran straight out to the dining 
saloon in her night clothes, towards the 
bow of the boat to a door opening on 
deck.

The first person she saw 
Perry on the wharf. There was no fire 
at that time outside and no blaze in the 
saloon but much smoke. Captain Perry 
was in his bare feet and just then she 
saw Captain Mabee coming down the 
wheel house stairs. He was partly dress­
ed and she asked him if he would help her 
off to the wharf. He did so after getting 
off himself. While Capt. Mabee was get­
ting off she turned round and saw Purser 
Belyea, and went to where he was lying 

the side of the door, and she pulled 
him out. His head was in the saloon. 
She asked if he was burned but he made 
no reply. She then pulled him out, reach­
ing into the saloon to get hold of his 
shoulders. When she got him out he 
jumped to his feet and said he had left 
his coat and vest inside the door. He 
opened it, but desisted from going in on 
account of the smoke. After that she got 
on the wharf with the assistance of Cap­
tain Mabee. He then asked the captain 
if he would try and get Mrs. Chase down, 
but after she had crossed the wharf she 
saw two men rowing her ashore. The two 
women then went to Mr. Moss’, close by.

To Juror Cole she said that the fire 
seemed to be all where the hay was, on the 
side furthest from the wharf.

To Mr. Trueman witness said she first 
Capt. Perry on the high water wharf. 

He ran across the wharf and back again 
towards his own boat. He seemed to have 

off his boat. She did not hear him

MONCTON MAN ARRESTED 
ON SERIOUS CHARGE

Henry E. Berry Charged by Wife With 
Monstrous Conduct With His Step­

daughter.

was

To Mr. Trueman—The reason she got up 
at 11.30 was that she was troubled about 
fire. She often got up in this way. Wit- 

did not remember doing it the night 
before the disaster but was certain she 
had done it repeatedly. In these previous 
tours she had never gone below but exam­
ined the front stairs, the engine room and 
kitchen and then if all was right go and 
lié down. If there was a fire round the 
boiler she could see it, because the doors 
of the boiler room were open. Witness 
said she communicated her fears to some 
people on the steamer ,especially to Mrs. 
Coleman. It was common talk that the 
steamer would be burnt and people often 
expressed wonder why she sailed on her.

She once heard Captain Perry while 
passing her on the boat with his wife say 
he would have vengeance if it took him 

This was four years' ago. It

w$\laptain

ness

Moncton, N. B., June 26—Henry E. 
Berry, aged 43, of Lewisville,, was 
mitted for trial by the polios magistrate 
this afternoon on a charge of a most sen- 

character. The charge was preferred 
Berry is charged with

com-Oaptain Perry’s Evidence.
Capt. Perry was next called. He swore 

to going to bed at 10.06 on the night of 
the fire. He was awakened by shouts of 
“Fire.” He went out on deck. He saw 
no fire then. He then went to the port 
side of the boat forward and saw fire out 
On the starboard side of the Crystal 
Stream. “It was quite a little blaze, just 
breaking out. Well, just coming up so you 
could see it was fire.” The fire was slight­
ly forward of the wheel. “Then I hollered 
‘Fire’ to the Crystal Stream.” The mill- 
tnen were shouting fire, too. Then he went 
tf*the wharf and heard a woman calling 
for some one to save her. He ran to a 
rowboat near, but two men shoved it off 
before he reached it. He saw a woman 
titiUn off the burning steamer and brought 
ashore. He asked if the purser was safe 
and was answered affirmatively. He also 
asked about the crew, but received no 
definite answer. He went back to his own 
boat, fifteen feet or so from the other and 
told the engineer to get steam dp as soon 
es possible. The engineer said he was 
doing so. Mill hands helped pull the 
Aberdeen down stream. With the steam 
then available the boat ran further down.

“I don’t know,” he said, “what started 
the fire. I say positively that I never had

ous
by Berry’s wife, 
criminal assault upon Sadie E. Perkins, 
his stepdaughter, aged 16.

Upon this information a warrant was 
issued for Berry who was arrested at his 
work in Humphrey’s Mills this morning 
by Chief of Police Rideout and brought 
to Moncton. Magistrate Kay this after­
noon investigated the case behind closed 
doors, the result being the accused wae 
committed for trial.

Berry’s wife and her daughter gave evi­
dence against the accused and was to the 
effect that the state of things complained 
of has existed over a period of two years 
in this home. Mrs. Berry married her 
present husband thirteen or fourteen years

across tion, to prepare a 
presented to Rev. Dr. Chapman, who has 
just completed his fiftieth anniversary.

Joseph Bullock was elected to fill a va­
cancy in the position of second alternate 
on the general conference committee.

A report of the state of work was made 
and several members of the conference 
stated the condition of the work. Rev. 
Mr. Marshall spoke of work done by him­
self and Rev. H. D. Marr with immi­
grants, to be a fruitful one.

Rev. J. K. King said that his work 
among the lumber camps was very suc­
cessful.

Dr. Paisley reported that a very satis­
factory work was going on at the Sack- 
ville institutions.

It was ordered that 1,000 copies of the 
minutes be printed.

The conference adjourned at 10.30 to­
night, bringing to a close a most interest­
ing and successful meeting.

ten years.
said in the dining room of the 

Crystal Stream. He said no more at that 
time. In her opinion things were not 
going to suit Captain Perry and he had an 
ill-will against the company. He was a 
member of the company then and had 
been captain but was then working on the 
boat in an inferior position. He was set 
aside as captain after the first year and 
charge was given to Captain Wasson. It 

because of his words that she was so

was

a

case,
some time in July.

»

ago.
Berry will be taken to Dorcester tomor- 

await trial at the September sit- 
No worse

was
afraid of fire. She had seen the deck­
hands of the Crystal Stream help the deck­
hands, on the Aberdeen but had never seen 

other tokens of good will between the
KINGS COUNTYnow to

tings of the Supreme Court, 
case has ever been heard in the police

PROBATE COURTany 
boats.

Witness knew there was hay on board 
on that night and she thought on that ac­
count and because of the high wind that 
prevailed it would be a good night for a 
fire. She had a fear that Captain Perry 
might set the boat on fire but did not 
think she told the officers or members of 
the company of her fears. The conversa­
tion was more or less general on board 
and all the members of the crew had talk­
ed the thing over.

con­court.

Says Proper Care Was Not Taken
The inquest into the death of Michael 

Gillen, who was crushed by the door of 
a vault while at work on the new Royal 
Bank building on June 8, was concluded 
Tuesday night. The following verdict was 
returned by the jury, R. H. B. Tennant, 
foreman:

“While we deplore the sad accident and 
the loss to the family, connections and 
friends of deceased, from the deposition 
of those engaged on the structure, testi­
mony in the hands of Coroner Berryman 
before whom inquest has been carefully

come
crying fire. At that time the fire was 
pretty well advanced down stairs on the 
main deck. "PRIEST" WILBUR GETS 

ONE YEAR IN JAIL
Hampton, Kings Co., June 26—The fol­

lowing probate court business has been 
transacted by Judge J. M. McIntyre, the 
first three cases in chambers at Sussex, 
and the last today at the semi-monthly 
sitting at the court house, Hampton :

Letters of guardianship to John Bur­
gess, of Studholm, of the person and es­
tate of Inez Gertrude Williams, his niece, 
infant daughter of the late Wellington R. 
Williams, of Apohaqui, deceased ; J. Ar­
thur Freeze, proctor.

Letters of administration to Sarah Ann 
Gray, sister of the late Elizabeth M. Gray, 
spinster, of Waterford, deceased, on an 
estate valued at $1,212, all personal prop­
erty; Jonah & Fowler, proctors.

Letters of administration to Mrs. Eli­
zabeth Jane Griffiths, widow of James E. 
Griffiths, of Sussex, deceased, on a valu­
ation of $299.05, all personal property.

Letters of guardianship to Cecil McCor- 
dick, of Hampton, carpenter, of the person 

is wlfcheÆleased to and estate of his infant sister, daughter 
Corn\Wtractor is of the late Robert MeCordick, of the same 

softer bleeding place, deceased, so far as relates to her 
binless and interest in a policy of insurance on her 

late father’s life; no proctor.

Captain Mabee.
Captain Mabee was next called. On the 

night the Crystal Stream was burned he 
went round the boat to see that all was 
right before retiring. He did not inspect 
the fire in the boiler as that was the 
duty of the engineer. The water buckets, 
26 of them, were kept forward, filled all 
the time and fire hose all around the 
boat connected with the pump and a mat­
ter of three or four strokes of the pump 
would be sufficient to get water. He went 
to his stateroom on the hurricane deck 
about 9.30. It was an hour before he got 
to sleep. lie was awakened by the stew­
ardess calling fire and he got up immedi­
ately. There was fire coming up past hie 
window on the starboard side. He went 
to his door and looked out. Ilis first in­
tention was to put the fire out but he 
saw it was impossible to do it, as she was 
in flames fore and aft. He put on his 
pants and slippers and taking the rest of 
his clothes under his arm ran to the for­
ward steps. He found Mrs. Coleman on 
.the saloon deck and helped "her. end Pura-

mittee, recommending 
given to class meetings and more use 
made of local preachers on the circuits.

Rev. G. M. Young moved a resolution 
that a committee be appointed to consider 
the amalgamation of the sustentation and 
children's fund and report at the next

more

WASHING Withoet 
ROBBING

{

Vi Moncton, N. B., June 26—In the circuit 
court today at Dorchester in case of the 
King vs. Flewelling Wilbur, Judge Forbes 
sentenced the prisoner to one year in the 
common jail and he is to have a chain and 
ball attached to his foot. The scathing 
denunciations of the judge in this case 
were sufficient punishment for any ordin-

Not Friendly With Oapt. Perry. conference.
Rev. Mr. McConnell reported for the 

board of trustees that the amount rais­
ed during the year was $873 and 
pended in. accordance with the purposes 
of several trusts. In addition to the se­
curities held by the board amounting to 
$4.730, and already reported to the con- 

there has been received during

To Juror Keirstead—Captain Perry and 
she had not been on friendly terms for a 
long time.

To Juror West—She said she had seen 
marks of fire on the Crystal Stream but 
had never found out anything about how 
they were caused. These marks were on 
the saloon deck aft of her room, back of 
the paddle box. It looked as if something 
combustible had been built and burnt a 
little way up and then went out. The mark 
was quite distinctly charred. This hap­
pened during the present summer.

The mark was on the rear side and was 
not in a favorable place to start a fire. 
The vessel was lying at the Cole’s Island 
wharf when she first discovered the mark.

was ex-
held—

“We find that the workmen engaged on 
the vault door did not take the proper 
precautions to Tceep the blocking up to the 
brick work, causi^r the accident and death 
of said Michael dfcn.”

Idr that 
ont libbing—and

H< a es ary man.
In the case of King vs. James Flavin, 

of Moncton, the prisoner was found guilty 
after a second trial and sentenced to five 
years in Dorchester penitentiary.

In the third case, of King vs. Raster- 
ache, the judge sent him back to jail under 
suspended sentence with the intention of 
looking up something in way of employ­
ment for him in Kent county, where he

chrt but ference, 
the year:

First—The sum of $500 fr
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