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General Headquarters Staff at Retrograd Gives' Out Cheering Report of
fighting in Northern Poland 
Galicia Unable to Make Ground Against Stubborn Resistance of Czar’s 
Men and Tide of Battle Seems to tie With Russians — Austrian 
Division Mowed Down by Bayonet Charge.

Austrian Offensive Movement in

CHRISTMAS REMEMBRANCES
McMILLAN’S

SEN. HUGHESPetrograd, Dec. 21—The officia communication laaued today 1>y the 
Russian general headquartere eaye:

“In the region of Mlawa (Northern Poland), the Germans have 
fallen back towards the line of Lautenburglm-Neldenburg (across the 
border Into East Prussia.)

“On the left bank of the Vistula, there Is no Incident of Impor­
tance to report

“In Galicia the Austrian offenelvd Is being greatly hindered by our 
troops and the operations In this region have taken on a character ex­
tremely favorable to us. One of the Austrian divisions which was op­
erating In the vicinity of Dukla Pass was easily defeated by a bayonet 
charge made by our troops.

, “The enemy left on the battlefield five hundred killed and we cap­
tured ten officers and more than a thousand soldiers.

“The attempts 61 the Prxemyal garrison to break through the 
Blooua line have been definitely repulsed. The garrison was forced 
back Into the line of fortifications with heavy losses.”
London, Dec. 21—The Russian army 

defending Warsaw is today believed to 
have completed the formation of its 
new line before the Polish capital.
Jhe forces of Grand Duke Nicholas are 

•Seclared to number more than 1,000,- 
000 men, and the entire Russian line 
has been strengthened. Reinforce­
ments which have been hurried into 
Poland have enabled Grand Duke Nich­
olas to lengthen the line defending 
Warsaw into a continuous battle from 
the Vistula to Pilica river. The Rus­
sians are thus massed on a front of 
more than sixtly miles, with their main 
line running through the Important 
railroad point to Skiernitewlce and 
on through Rawatothpilica.

The extension of the line to the 
south along the Pilica was made ne­
cessary by the advance of the Austro 
Gerpian forces in the Pieterkow re­
gion. The branch line railroad run­
ning through Rawa is strongly defend­
ed and heavy forces are also in posi­
tion along the main railroad running 
southwest from Skierniewic to Pieter­
kow.

The main advance of the Germans 
is now along the Bsura river and the 
railroad running through Lowicz to 
Warsaw.

Snow, rain and extremely cold wear 
tber are forcing both armies to con­
duct their operations only under the 
greatest difficulty. The Vistula Is de­
clared to have started to freeze.

The fighting during the past week 
in which the Russians have defended 
their position while their new lines 
were being formed, has resulted in ex­
tremely heavy losses.

On the southern front, in Galicia, 
the fighting Is stt» developing along 
extensive lines. The Petrograd state­
ment declares the situation is without 

^ Important change. A statement from

First Contingent not like­
ly to go to front in separ­
ate Battalions brigaded 
with Briti>h troops.

>t
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IVienna admits that the Russians have 
been strongly reinforced.

Petrograd, Dec. 21.—An official com­
munication issued by the Russian staff 
in the Caucasus says:

"The fighting with the Turks who 
had concentrated considerable forces 
in the direction of Stan, has developed 
favorably for us. We have repulsed 
the attacks of the enemy, near the 
village of Akagaza, where the Turkd 
hada great number killed.”

Petrograd, Dec. 21, via London, Dec. 
21.—The Russian forces are still hold­
ing at bay the German column which 
is seeking to cross the Bsura River 
at Sochaczea and advance on Warsaw, 
30 miles away. For three days this 
German army of about 200,000 men has 
been endeavoring to cross the river 
and throw back the Russians who are 
holding the right bank. Sochaczea con­
tinues to be the German objective in 
an attempt to reach Warsaw.

The Russian forces on the right 
bank of the Bsura are heavily en­
trenched. Their artillery Is so placed 
that it commands the river to its 
Junction with the Vistula, 18 miles 
north. Southward the Russia line ex­
tends to Spoczno, 25 miles east of 
Pietrkow, which recently was evacu­
ated, and 45 miles east of Sczerczow, 
where the Russians first opposed the 
German extreme right.

It is pointed out that the Russians 
have thus assumed positions on their 
third Hue of defence. The evacuation 
of Lodz, which lies to the west of this 
line, was thus In logical sequence to 
this movement and according to the 
general opinion here, had no bearing 
on the attack on Warsaw. The Rus­
sians for the present apparently are 
attempting nothing more than to re­
tard the enemy and to defeat attempts 
at flanking movements.

Special to The 'Standard.
Ottawa, Dec. 21.—The first Canadian 

contingent is not likely to be sent to 
the front iu separate battalions being 
brigaded with British droops, accord­
ing to General Sam Hughes, who in­
timated that the idea of breaking up 
the army division at Salisbury Plain 
was only the product of some fertile 
imagination. He also stated that he 
would not bq surprised if the Princess 
Patricias had exchanged the Ross rifle 
for the British army rifle but that was 
a thing that he had nothing to do with 
now.

General Hughes came back from the 
today with a

McMILLAN WAY of showing their goods will simplify the art of Xma*and the
giving and make shopping a pleasure.

Everything on the first floor of the largest retail stationery establishment in Eastern Canada.

OUR XMAS CARDS, CALENDARS
AND PATRIOTIC SOUVENIRS

will be in demand this year as never before. There is a sense of satisfaction 
in selecting a gift in our establishment in no way affected by its cost You 
have one of the largest stocks in Canada to choose from. New, bright and 
attractive, and the advantage of a number of exclusive designs.Maritime Provinces 

worse cold than that which troubled 
him a fortnight ago. He said that the 
Nova Scôtia regiment, the 25th, re­
cruited for overseas service had 85 per 
cent, born in Nova Scotia, the 26th 
at St. John also .had a large percentage 
of Canadian born. The Cape Breton 
Highlanders was a splendid body of 
men and the artillerymen mobilizing 
at Fredericton were fine capable men. 
The engineers recruiting in the Mari­
time Provinces also contained a large 
number of civil engineers and univer­
sity graduates.

CHRISTMAS CARDS AND BOOKLETS
L$3 Out manufacturers seem to have an inexhaustible supply of new designs—sentiments that are uni-

jCdt O que and original and colourings that are wonderful in their beauty. THE MOST STRIKINGLY 
ORIGINAL IDEA in Xmas cards is the POT-POURR series—the effect is exquisitely charming 

and is quite the daintiest and prettiest idea that has been placed before the public in many years. TO BE HAD 
ONLY AT OUR STORE. I

in infinite variety—gifts that are welcome and useful every day in the 
year—and the cost is very small compared to their practical value.ART CALENDARS it

BRITAIN SENDS 
NOTE Of INQUIRY 

TO WASHINGTON

:\LATEST BOOK CALENDARS, really artistic, interesting and useful.
TAGS, SEALS, COIN HOLDERS, &c of the better kind
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Distinctive novelties beautifully die-stamped in colours—Army and Navy 

in action. Appropriate sentiments
;

1
âFOUNTAIN PENSWashington, Dec. 21—A note of In­

quiry has been addressed to the State 
Department by the British govern­
ment in regard to the charges, which 
that government alleges Col. Goethals 
has admitted were baseless, against 
the conduct of certain British colliers, 
in the waters of the Panama Canal 
zone. The communication implied that 
the British captains were harshly 
treated.

So far Secretary Daniels has been 
unable to learn Just what led to the 
recent dismantlement of the wireless 
of a British collier at Panama, even 
the name of the ship being unknown. 
He has ordered a full report, which 
will be laid before the State Depart­
ment as a basis for its 
British note.

For that particular friend of yours. Nothing more useful or appropriate. 
With gold and silver mountings ALL PRICES.FIGHTIN611 THE WEST WRITING PAPERS

In handsome gift boxes. We have the best, including 
Cranes’, the finest productions of the paper makers art Our 
die-stamping department is at your service if you require some­
thing distinctive.
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Reported that Allies Have Taken Two New Lines 
of Trenches from the Enemy — Heavy Artil­
lery of Trench Silences German Guns aud De­
molishes their Defences — Allies Gain Gronnd 
on Heights of the Meuse.

to the LEATHER GOODSA

« LATEST NOVELTIES. Genuine Morocco, seal, 
walrus, etc. Embassy cases, Portfolios, etc. Goods purchas­
ed at our store LETTERED FREE.

offi;ebs home from
SALISBURY PLAINS
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Special to The Standard.
Ottawa, Dec. 21.—The party of offi­

cers who have returned from Salisbury 
Plaiu to take commissions with the 
second contingent or other forceé be­
ing mobilized includes Lt. Col. J. R. 
Kirkpatrick, Woodstock. N. B., Lt Col.
C. A. Andrews, Aldershot N. S., Lt.
Col. E. S. Bols, 8t. Isadora, P. Q.; Lt.
Col. C. Headman, St Anne de La Pa- 1 
dre, Que.: Major J. J. Bull, Woodstock,
N. B.; Major J. T. N. L’Heureux, St. 
Anne de La Padre ; Major Grassy, Sud­
bury, Ont: Major S. M. Walbridge, 
Belleville, Ont.; Major J. H. Creighton, 
Lunenburg. N. S.; Capt. A. Savardj 
Quebec, and others.

Artistic backs, perfect slip, latest designs. Dainty score 
cards, etc. ALL PRICES.ZL%Pari., Dec. 21.—Two new lin.» of German trenchee are reported 

to have been taken by French troop, southeast of La Baa.ee today In 
the resumption of the fierce a tuck which la being made on the enemy’s 
position. With the allied warship» aiding in the fighting along the 
coaet, by heavy bombardment of the German lines, the battle In Flân­
er, and Northern France Is steadily Increasing In ferocity. It I» now 
definitely stated that the coast city of Mlddlekerke has not been Uken, 
but that the operation, from the region of Nieuport are developing eat- 
Isfactorlly-

V Paris, Dec. 21—The French War Of- 
«ce gave out, an official communication
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Between the Argon ne and the Meuse 
there has" been progress alongv all the 
front, particularly In the region of 
Varennes, where the brook of Cheppes 
't&U been left 500 yards In our rear, 
and in the region of Gercourt, Bethin-

"On the right bank of the Meuse we 
have gained ground at La Croupe, at 
a point two kilometres northwest of 
Brabant, and in the forest of Consen- 
voye. •

"Finally, on the heights of the 
Meuse, we have made slight progress 
In the forest Des Chevalier, to the 
northeast of the fort of Coy on."

I ;i A number of odd line* 
from our wholesale.

Attractive prices on 
these while they last.

this afternoon as follows:
“The day of December 20 brought 

nothing of importance In Belgium, if 
exception is made of some progress 
In the region of Lombaertzyde and St 
Georges and at a point to the south­
east of the Inn of Kortaker, which is 
southeast of Btxschoote; the occupa­
tion of some houses in Wartelem, 
south of Ziellebeke, and the bombard­
ment by the enemy of the Ypres hos­
pital.

"Between the Lys and the Aisne we 
have occupied a forest near the route 
between Noulettes and Bouchez, and 
we also took possession of all the 
first line of German trenches between 
this highway and the first houses of 
Notre Dame dè Lorette, southwest of 
Notre Dame de Loos. The enemy has 
bombarded Arras.

“Our heavy artillery silenced on re­
peated occasions the artillery of the 
enemy to the north of Carnoy, which 
Is to the east of Albert. This artil­
lery also demolished the German 
trenches, and sent head over heels 
two cannon of a battery established 
near Horn, which is to the southeast 
of Carnoy. The heavy artillery also 
secured distinct advantages in Aisne 

,«M in the section of Rheims.
“In Champagne, in the region of 

Prosnes. Perthes and Beausejour, as 
well as In the Argonne we made along 
our entire front appreciable advances. 
This Is particularly so to the north­
east of Beausejour, where we won and 
occupied 1,200 yards of the enemy’s 
trenches.

'In the forest of La Gruryie we blew 
up four mines and we established our 
pelves In the positions thus made.”
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PIPE SHOWS INTEREST 
II PRISONERS OF Wlfl
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MUSIC FOR THE HOME CIRCLE i
Rome, Dec. 21—In the hope of alle­

viating the discomforts of prisoners 
of war and the anxiety o! their rela­
tives at homei. Pope Benedict has in-, 
structed all Bishops in doecegps 

wherein are military prisoners, and 
apparently one or more priests who 
are acquainted with languages spoken 
by the imprisoned soldiers to instruct 
these priests not only to offer spirit­
ual counsel, but so far as possible to 
look after the material welfare of the 
prisoners.

Particular efforts will be made to 
discover whether the prisoners have 
communicated with their families and 
if they have not done so to persuade 
them to send word home immediately. 
In cases where prisoners are unable 
to write letters the priests will per­
form this service for them.

Nothing more delightful in the home thin good music, THE * 
VICTROLA, a perfect musical instrument, wi 1 bring to your fire­
side the best music of all the world. A Vrctrola should be in your home 2 
thrs Xmas. ALL PRICES. J

NTWENTY TfllSWIO 
BUSHELS OF WHEAT 

DESTROYED 01 FIRE
MacLeod, Alberta, Dec. 21.—Thirty 

thousand dollars damage 
by fire In the elevator of the MacLeod 
Flour Mills today. Twenty thousand 
bushels were consumed. The building 
and part of Its contents were insured.

MAIL ORDERS HAVE OUR PERSONAL ATTENTIONwas caused

& A. McMILLAN McMILLAN’S 98 and 100 Prince William St.
St John, N. B.J.FOR WINNIPEG’S

CASTOR IAPATRIOTIC FUND
Winnipeg, Man., Dec. 21—Among 

the latest subscriptions to the Winni­
peg patriotic fund is $1,138 from the 
Archbishop’s Palace and the church 
parishes of St. Boniface. Subscrip­
tions continue to come in freely from 
local firms and Individuals and from 
outside points.
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Drange River Colony, 
•Via London, Dec. 22. 
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esolutton was passed 
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ILEGE FOR SALE.
e received up to and 
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weir fishing privilege 
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