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r “We are fighting ‘or a worthy purpose, and we shall not lay down ‘
our arms until that purpose has been fully a-hieved.”---H.M.The King
TO THE PEOPLE OF THE EMPIRE—Every fighting unit we can

send to the front means one step nearer peace.
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ASSESS FOR THE CHARITIES

While the proposal made by Com-
missioner Potts to the City Council
yesterday that a percentage should
be added to the general civic assess-
ment for the purpose of providing a
fund from which contributions to the
Patriotlc Fund and similar causes
will be paid, may require careful con-
sideration before becominz effective,
nevertheless, it has the right princi-
ple and appears to point the way to
the only business-like solution of the
question of civie aid to charitable and
semi-charitable institutions, funds and
similar objects.

If institutions such as public play-
grounds, boys’ clubs, girls’' elubs, chil-
drer’s aid societies, kinderzartens and
the like are of benefit to the commu-
nity they should “be supported by the
community and every taxpaver should
bear his fair share of the cost of their
maintenance. Power to make grants
for such objects and assess to raise
the money for them is already pos-
cessed by the city but, in the past, has
been but indifferently used. As a con-
sequence we have had the spectacle
of an institutiont of undoubted value
to the community as a whole receiv-
ing from the city treasury a grant too
small to maintain it and’then becom-
ing dependent upon the efforts of a
few citizens for the funds to enable
it to continue in This is a
decided mistake. If the institution is
at all worthy of public confidence and
support it should be fully and com-
pletely from the
treasury, then it can be regulated in
the same manner
venture.

At the present time the niecessity
of contributing to movements of a
patriotic made many
demands upon the citizens and at
best the burden is being borne by a
comparatively small portion of the
people. Voluntary subscriptions to
the Patriotic Funds, the Red Cross
Funds and similar worthy causes, to
nothing of the Jocal charities
which will still be with us after the
war is over, have provided a measure
of support but the result has not been
as satisfactory as could be attained if
all such causes submitted to the civie
or municipal council an estimate of
their requirements for the year and a
sum sufficient to cover that estimate
should be placed in the appropriations
upon which the assessments are bas-
ed.

At the present time the rate of civie
assessment is fixed at a figure which
cannot be exceeded and the only
method of securing additional reven-
ue is by increased valuation. It is
doubtful if the assessors can do much
more in this line for the coming year
than they have already done, so, tem-
porarily, Potts’
may meet

The time must come however when
the charity problem will be scientifi-
cally dealt with. When each tax bill
will bear a detailed statement of the
institutions or causes receiving civic
assistance and all will be under the
management of a Civic or Municipal
Bureau of Charities and on'a basis of
equality with any other line of public
endeavor. Then there will be no
necessity for subseription lists, tag
days or the other methods of raising
money to which charitable organiza-
tions have been forced to resort in
the past.

It is admitted that hm«pltals and
schools are necessary and, consequent-
1y, are supported by general assess-
ment. Why should the same proce.
dure not be followed in regard to the
Playgrounds, the Children’s Aid Soci
ty and other local movements, and
even such national undertakings as
the Patriotic Fund and the activities
of the Red Cross? No one will deny
that these movements do not play an
‘important and valuable part in the
community life, why then should they
‘not be .supported by the

existence.

maintained civie
as any other civic

character has

say

Commissioner plan

the case.

his associates in the Government
threw the doors wide open for the
production of all possible evidence
in support of the chargés made by Mr.
Veniot, Mr. Carter, and those others
who had busied themselves in an
effort to discredit the administration.
The result of the enquiry was to show
ot one suspicion of wrongdoing on
the part of the Government, or any

{ member of it; not one dollar had been

lost to the public in the performance
of any works undertaken by the ad
ministration, and in the cases where
bills presented to the Government
departments, were found to be at all
excessive, mot one dollar was paid
except for fair and legitimate claims.

Compared with this, what is the
record of Provincial Governments
prior to 19087 The people have not
forgotten the shameful revelations of
the Central Railway or the days of
control by the school book ring. There
is still proof of the existence of *“‘sus-
pense accounts” and criminal bung-
ling of public business., Do the friends'
of Mr. Venmiot desire to be reminded
of these? If so the proof can easily
be produced.

Despite the wailings of the Tele-
graph and the Chatham World the
fact remains that the whole supm in-
volved in the eleven charges investi-
gated by Commissioner Chandler was
not sufficient to pay the expenses of
the investigating court, and in all
these cases it was not found that one
member of the Government had been
guilty of a dishonest action or had
knowledge of dishonesty on the part
of any official. As to the course the
Premier will pursue, the opposition
newspapers need not woryy. The
people of the province have full con-
fidence in Hon. Mr. Clarke, and they
know that he will do the right thing
in the proper manner.
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CANADA AFTER THE WAR.

An interesting Can-
ada’s condition after the war has been
made by Sir

prediction of
Thomas Shaughnessy,
president of the Canadian Pacific Rail-
way Company, and is reviewed at
some length by the Morning Post, of
London.

Sir Thomas says that many years
must elapse before the capital of
Canadians will be sufficient for Cana-
dian development. Consequently a
large proportion of the money requir-
ed for this purpose must come from
abroad. Therefore Canada’'s chief
concern must be for her credit, and it
is, he says, “the first duty of every
citizen to be exact, careful,
nomical in his
Government,
expenditure
‘graft,’

and eco-
while
municipal, and company
must be merciless on
and must insist on a lynx-like
perpetual audit,

expenditure,

even in 'these days
of record earnings, bumper increases,
and untaxed war profits. Credit is
of urgent importance, since the war
has made it difficult, if not impossible,
for Great Britain to continue her in-
vestment in Canadian securities on
which Canada has depended. If, as
is likely, Canadians have to turn to
New York, they must be able to guar
antee that the borrowed money will
be carefully and economically spent.
Extravagant promotions born only to
gserve political ends must be rigor-
ously stifled at their birth, and those
unhealthy offsprings which have been
spoonfed by too lenient subsidies or
Government guarantees must be re-
duced by sterner tutelage, and in
some cases perhaps handed over tu
the guardianship of the Official Re
ceiver.”

To this the Canadian Gazette of
London, England, adds:

“8ir Thomas Shaughnessy refers to
the American preference for private
rather than Government enterprises
He adds that the Western lands
afford good security, and that the
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it 18 well that those ne

of fi from the United
States continues unabated.' If, then,
Canadians see to it that their security
and credit are good, he sees no reason

will be d by lack of capital
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ply of labor will be an uncertain ele-
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A GOOD CITIZEN GONE,

The death of Mr. J. A. Belyes, K. C,
which ocourred last evening, removes
from St. John a strong exponent of
good citizenship at & time when such
men are needed in the community.
The Iate Mr. Belyea was one of the
first advocates of the commission form
of civic government and performed
valuable service on the orginial citi
zens’ committee which fathered the
movement, In numerous other ways
he had also been of real service to St.
John and his death will be heard of
with sincere regret.

In his profession he enjoyed the
confidence, esteem and respect of his
associates and of the public generally.
Never a candidate for public office
he was, nevertheless, deeply interest-
ed in all matters of community impor-
tance and was ever willing to assist
in all good works, A true Christian
gentleman in every sense of the word,
his passing leaves a vacancy in the
sphere in which he moved and which
it will be difficult to A},
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Lewls, sed pop.
The
how 1t can effeckt Mr, Lewls,

this all the rest of the nite.
‘Wich pop did.

. Lawia. '
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Mm rong with it, I sipp
reedickilis,

oed ma.
POD. }

m'l”a maoun-. and Mr. Lewls sed, But Mt Potts,
the stile ‘this seezon.
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Berglers and gambelers, ha ha, ed pop.

I cant see enything funy about it watsoever, its sad to me, sed ma.

Ha ha, berglers and gambelers, thats & good one on- you al rite,

A

orfill thing must of gone to your mind, sed ma, I fale to see

Effeckt him, ha ha, wy, its his ovircote, he wunted 4 womans can-
died opinion of it and he noo he woodent get it if you noo it was his
ovircote, 50 he got me to ware it and let on it was my own, ha ha,
Lewis. I gess that aint & hot wun, ha ha, sed pop.

Willyam Potts, you shell heer frum me about this later, sed ma, and
as for the ovircote, I think its perfeckly all rite, Mr. Lewis, its much
more taistfill than enything Willyum wood of chosen, Im sure,
she went out of the room mad looking as enything, and Mr, Lewls sed,
O well, Pottsfe, | gess the joak aint all on me, youll be heering about

And

asserts he made to embroil the United
States with Great Britain with false
affidavits reganrding shipments of sup-
phlies to maval vessels and to the so-
caMed “Huerta giot.” The newspaper

READING MATTER FOR
RETUANED SOLDIERS
VERY AGGEPTABLE

Committee met yesterday
to discuss plamns for look-

ing after returning heroes

A meeting of the Returned Soldiers’
Reception Committee was held yes-
terday afternoon in the Board of
Trade rooms.  There was a good at-
tendance, amongst those present
being C. B. Lockhart, chairman; A. O.
Skinner, Dr. Morison, Mrs. H. A.
Powell and Mrs. G. A. Kuhring.

The invitation from the W, 8.
Harkins company to entertain ali
soldiers at the Opera House on Friday
evening, and the offer of W. H. Gold-
ing to provide free entrance fo re-
turned soldiers at the Imperial Thea-
tre at any time were accepted with
thanks. The committee, it was
agreed, would meet for the purpose
of the organization in small numbers
according to plans to be formulated,
Thanks were given to the New
Brunswick Chapter Daughters of the
Empire, for a gift of $25 to the fund.

The offer of E. C. Skelton, on behalt
of the Boy Scouts, to carry baggage
and material from the wharves as a
help for returning soldiers was ac-
cepted with thanks. The committee

.|urged that magazines, books, ete., for

the use of returned soldiers, to be
read on trains or at the rest rooms
in West St. John, be sent either. to
A, O.- Skinner, King street, or to suca
places as may be advised after com-
munication, by 'phone or otherwisg,
with C. B. Lockhart, West St. John.
A “Ways and Means” committee was
appointed fo secure additional funds
for the purposes of the organization,
consisting of G. 8. Mayes, Simeon
Jones and others to be named hera
after.

GAPT. BOY-ED'S
PARTING INSULT
1o ANSWERED

Providence  Journal Which
Showed up German At-
tache's Intrigues Gives Lie
to Statements He Made
Prior to Departure,

Providence, R. 1., Dec. 28.—The Pro-
vidence Journal today went a long
wireless despatch to Oalpmn Karl Boy-
Ed, on the

decl also that an attempt was
made to “bribe it into silence” by “the
offer of a large sum of money for the
formation of & press burean.” The
message ends with the declaration:
*“You well know the reason why the
United States refused to permit you
to remain any jonger in this country.
These reasons were Taised on ‘hy-
sterical rumors’ printed by the Provi.
dence Journal.

“Your attempt this morning to make
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The Best Quality at a Reasonable
Price.

Buy a Diamond
With Your
Christmas Money

Buying a Diamond at Sharpe's
is a real investment, for we
deal only in the better grade
stones for which there is al-
ways a ready market and val-
ues are constantly increasing
—the average for the past 10
years being about 17 1-2 per
cent, a year.

For as little as $10 you can
can secure a Diamond here.
You have excellent selections
in many ornaments, particular-
ly Rings, priced from $20 to
$100.00

You'll take continuous pride

and satisfaction in wearingz a
Sharpe Diamond.

L. L Sharpe, & Son

JEWELLERS & OPTICIANS.
21 King Street, 8t. John, N, B,

In Holiday Time ?

Take the full enjoyment of
the festive season, just lay
aside the bread board and
use BUTTERNUT BREAD.
You'll be charmed with its
delicate Nutlike Flavor.

Wax-paper Wrappers.

Overshoes
Rubhers

Reamcy

for
The Next
Snow Storm

We have a shape for every style
of toe and heel worm in all the
popular kinds.

Men's,
Children’s.

Women's, Boys,’ Girls,’

A light, perfect fitting Overshoe
is a comfortable article of foot-
wear,

Mail orders by Parcel Post.

FRANCIS & VAUGHAN,

19 King St

GROCERS SELL IT.

SAINT
ANDREW’S
COLLEGE

TORONTO - - ONT.
RESIDENTIAL and DAY
A SCHOOL for Boys. Upper
amd Lower Schools. Boys
prepared for Matriculation into
the Universities, for entrance
into the Royal Military College,
Calendar

“Your farewell statement to the

and for Business. ©con-

A full pafticulary sent on
application, B
REV. D. BRUCE MACDONALD,

cut off by the present war. The sup T'

?».

MA, kLD, Head
Re-openi “ 5

Birch
Flooring

Why Bake Bread — =1

This is a good time
to lay Hardwood
Floors, when the
house is perfectly
dry.

Carpenters are not
s0 busy and can
give you better work
Have YOUR car
penter measure up
the rooms NOW,

We have some
GOOD FLOORING.

Christie Woodworking Co. Ltd,

Erin Strest

“A MERRY XMAS"—Make it glase-

a gift
K. W. EPSTEIN & Co,, 193 Union 8t.
O rista and Op Open

evenings.

ROllS OF HONOR

——eee FOR

| CHURCHES AND SOCETIES

mdm for record of
Soldiers. Hand colored
decoration,

|
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FERGUSON & PAGE .4
Diamond lmporten and. }M

BoILER FEEb-E"R |

With Cland and Packed Plug.
Lift and Force

The Surest, Best and Most Reliable
and Economical Boiler Feeder, In-
spirator or Injector everput on the,
Market.

One Single Movement to start of
stop. A boy can operate it.

SPECIAL GIRCULAR aws PRICE Liov I

onN Anucnmn P

"T. McAVITY & SONS, I..M ,

: ST. JOHN. N. B.

DIARIES

Now is the time to buy your

We cany a oompléte line,
Office and Pocket

Manufactured by the best Cana-
dian and English makers.

Mail Orders will receive our prompt g
attention.

The Best for Laundries, Dye- Houses qid
. Exposed Situations, .3

)
&

D. K. Mounm, umrm'

X

St don, .

.§'u.wcm B 'C Nowlan, Montreal;

{ Mwodouald, Huwkesbury; H B Perry,

Nothin,

boy who |

. powerful,
| Jadiko an
' ‘additiona

.‘.J.Sf. Méde in St
and Save

Insist on Jas. W. Foley
Tea Pets, Stoneware
All Crocker

LABATT'S
IS MILD, PURE.

Just the Beverage for
rests the nerves and ens
1f not sold in your neighbork

JO’IN LABATf

- Spa‘.‘hl memenu f
private cons

PA"IIC IN SCOTT ACT LOCALITIES
USE. WRITE ST. JOHN AGIN

HOTEL ARRIVALS.
Royal.
@ H Camubell, Toronto; L R McMil-

J A Rankin, Pembrooke, Omt; W
. Cradlcshank, Fredericton; W Bishin-
sy, Montreal; A W Hay, ‘Woodstock;
B3I J MoGoldrick, Brooklyn; T J Sha-
'.-.,wummn. D C A R McCully,
“ Amberst; R M Fawcett, Sackville; L
* Purgess, Winaipeg; B S Busby, J A
moum,'rkl-l!nde.ﬂ'l‘m-n
‘h\ﬂ,w WllHn.ll.Slhembwoke.
F R Sproule, H

Taylor, Winnipes; OWNoﬂHn,Non
:u,oVanOu‘hc New York; F H

mb MrmdllnLAF‘owym

Victoria.
Smith, Bast mmcevma, n

chu Allen, Hmux J A Blue,
“Glasgow; J C Gillesple, Halifax;
¥ J Lounsbury, Fredericton;
Seeley, Moncton; Ralph Free-

8% 4% o) Armumns 8t

phen. W P Downing,

@t John; Carton B8tubbs and wife,
Vantouver; H E Outhouse, Tiverton;
wi npomy, Megantie; W C MeNeil
Halifax; N 8 MoPhee, Kensington;
¢ H Ashley, Moncton; H F Burpee
agor, Me; J M-Lewis, J G MacLean,
A V.7 Gould, New York City;
o, Eug;




