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REPRESENTATIVE OF POTATO, HAY AND LUMBER _
SHIPPERS MAY GO T0 CUBA--HON.LK.FLEMMING
DISCUSSES THE SPLENDID MARKET THERE

Pursuing the appointment of him-
self and the Commissioner of Agri-
culture as a ‘committee to deal with
the furtherance of commerclal com-
munication between New Brunswick
and the West Indies, Hon. J. K. Flem-
ming conferred yesterday with Mr. F.
E. Williams, consul for Cuba at this
port, and & great deal was done to-
ward putting the plans of the Govern-
mept upon a practical basis.

r. Williams is but a week returned
‘om the West Indies, where he spent
month in examining the present
commercial conditions and in ascer-
taining the prospective market for the
products of this province. In addition
to having been the Cuban representa-
tive here for'a number of years, Mr.
Willlams has traded extensively with
the West Indies in the way both of
export and import, so that he is the
one best fitted man supplying ipfor-
mation on the newest branch of the
Government’s activitizs,

At the close of his meetiag with MY,
Willlams, Mr. Flemmiog spoke te The
Standard most enthusiasticslly end
hopefully of the prospcts for big and
beneflclal work by the commitiee on
behalf of the provinca.

The Potato Trads.
“Potatoes,” was the constantly re-
curring theme of Mr. Flemming's re-
marks. The potato as he saw it was
the biggest thing which could loom up
in the view of the New Brunswick
farmer; and the West Indies constitu-
ted the one best bet in the way of a
steady and capaclous market.

Situation is Ideal.

“My opinions are those of a protec-
tionist,” sald Mr. Flemming, "I be-
lieve too, in reciprocity, but to suit me
it .must be reciprocity of a certain
brand. A reciprocal urrangement be-
tween two countries is only good when
it is founded upon the natural basis
of one country's inability to produce
that which is a staple article in the
other. In this regard New Brunswick
u(lj)d the West Indles are ideally situat-
ed.

* The way has been opening up very
rapidly for the accomplishment of the
work which our committee has been
appointed to do on behalf of the Gov-
ernment and of the people of New
Brunswick. Mr. Willlams has con-
firmed me in the opinion that Cuba
and the other West Indian islands af-
ford special markets for our potatoes,
hay and lumber, and markets which
have been neglected altogether too
long. The province of the committee
eéxtends to dealing with means of sys-
tematic and reliable transportation for
our products to the markets under dis-
cussion, and today that feature has
also resolved itself into a much more
simplified form,

Steady, Good And Reliable Markets.
“Mr. Willlams' inquiries during the
course of his trip have satisfled him
that there is a steady market for po-

reliable market for lumber. This lat-
ter article is preferred by the \West
Indian buyers in small lots such as
can be used to fill in cargoes of the
other staple articles. The Cubans pre-
fer to buy in this manner rather than
by schooner loads. of lumber entire,
as they can save handling in the way
of freight. A very fair price for lum-
ber can always be secured.

“Now that the American market
has been practically closed to us by
the imposition of duty on hay to the
extent of $4 per ton, and on potatoes
to the extent of $1.35 per barrel, the
West Indian markets, which include
Cuba, St. Lucia, St. Kitts, Bermuda,
Barbados, Antigua and other islands
as far south as Demerara, appeal
to us.”

Shipping Difficulties.

The trouble encountered in the way
of shipment lies in the irregularity of
sallings on the part of those lines
which ply between Canada and these
ports. A direct service between St.
John and Havana was organized lus(‘
year, and made a few sailings, but it |
was little more than a group of tramp |
steamers. This livened the bush
up somewhat by giving provincial
shippers an idea of the way in which
the trade could be developed out of
St. John, but such a line could not be
adequate for any extensive trade.|
There is a tri-weekly sailing of Pick-|
ford and Black steamers Trom Hali-|
fax, but the delay in transhipping is |
80 great as to be dangerous on ac
count of the possibility of frost or of
decrease in prices. The producer und‘
shipper. want an assurance that the |
potatoes will go without delay to the |
points where they are to be sold and |
used.

Suitable Representative Would Be
Good Thing.
“l1 discussed,” said the }’m\'lnclulf
Secretary, “with Mr. Williams the val- |
ue of the appointment of a represent-|
ative to reside permanently in Cuba, |
who would keep the New Brunswick
shippers in steady touch with the
state of the West Indian market, and
who would be able to give the brokers
down there a line upon/the reliability
of shippers here with whom they had
been in communication. Mr. Willlams
thought that the services of such a

OW SHOES

Give a freedom ‘to the ankle and
a coolness to the foot that is very
agreeable in hot weather.

We can fit you with either Tan
or. Black Low Shoes at a price to
sult your pocket.

in touch with the West Indies and if
they think it advisable to send a re-
presentative it will probably be ar-
ranged. There is at present a 20 per i
cent. preference for American products
entering Cuba, but as potatoes are
from 50 cents to $1 a barrel cheaper
in New Brunswick than across the
border while the haul from Aroostook
county to New York is much more ex-
pensive than that from up-province
to St. John, the difference will be more
than overcome and New Brungwick po-
tatoes will be favored.
Small Steamers Available.

“I learn that small steamers are
easily available, and can be chartered
without difficulty in numbers sufficient
to handle -the traffic. Potatoes for
shipment south have to be barrelled,
and the method which must be pursu-
ed is that of shipping them to St. John
by car lots, for barrelling here. They
wlll have to reach the city about a
week before the salling date.”

The Potato ls N. B.'s Greatest Asset,

Mr. Flemming spoke of potato cul,
tivation as the salvation of New
Brunswick farms. To use his own v(—’
preesion, “he has never got away h'unl"
the swumps,” and is well qualified to |
speak upon agricultural matters

“The potato,” he remarked,
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New |

Brunswick's most important s v
many sections of the province and |
particularly in York, Carleton and|

¢ |
Victoria counties, the farmers are now |

realizing that the more extensively |
they eugage in potato raising the bet-|
ter it will be for their land. “
“Aside from the excellent profit
which there {s In potato ralsing, great |
benefit from the soil must accrue ﬁum'
thig branch of farming. For years past
Carleton countly argiculturists have
been raising and selling hay and grain
and have rendered their soil a little
less productive year by year.

“The cultivation of potatoes means
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toes will restore the fertility of the Return Direct,
soil. Potatoes have been cultivated in |
Aroostook county until the farms have |
been brought’'up to the highest state |

lof fertility. At ‘the same time that
{this good work is golng on, the farm-
|ers are taking from the land one of

man would be of benefit, provided he
was acquainted with the business. A
tooth-puller,”

he remarked, “would

not do.”
How Expense Might be Borne. |

“A plan we have thought of and one |
which will probably be adopted, is
that of sending down a representative

understanding. No

feels inclined

permanent
shipper here

on the business he may secure, but
if they unite, the expense will be com-
paratively trifling. The Government
too, would, I think, be willing to con-
tribute a portion.

“We hope to be able to get the deal-
ers together and to get what informa-

tatoes, a good market for hay, and a
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The International Waterways Com-
mission was 'in session all day yester-
day, and they expect to close the ses-
slon here today. Messrs. Morrison
and J. Fraser Gregory are the wit-
nesses who will be examined at to-
day’s session.

esterday morning Messrs. George
C. Rainboth and J. V. Baylor, the Can-
adian and American surveyors and
civil engineers respectively, who went
over the boundary line, gave evidence
concerning the result of the survey.
Yesterday afternoon Mr. John Kil-
burn, of Fredericton, was the only
witness examined, His testimony
went to show that he was very fam-
iliar with driving on the St. John
River, as he had been operating on
some parts of the river for fifty years.
His evidence also was to the effect
that the Canadian lumbermen had
done nothing to facilitate driving on
the 8t. John River from the mouth of
the 8t. Francis River to the Frederic-
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TENDERS TO
BE CALLED FOR

called for next week.

The Board of Public Works wil
meet at the first of the week and wil
for which tenders will be called.
will be opened as the Common Coun
cil desires

a8 it can be obtained.
Germain Street Water Main,

the Germain street water main wil

that the street be put in proper con
diton to receive pavement.

00| should be made at once.

NEXT WEEK

Tenders for permanent paving on
Germain street between Princess and
Queen streets and on Paradise Row
from Main to Wall streets, are to be

determine on the class of pavements
It
is not likely that any great length of
time will elapse before the tenders

information concerning
prices of permanent pavement as soon

It is also probable that work on

be begun at once as it is desirable

The feeling is that if 8t. John is
ever to have paved streets a start

ton booms. They had not expended
money to improve the facilities, and
never attempted to excavate the
rocks, which have been for years ex-
tremely detrimental to the driving op-
erations. It was also adduced that the
expenses in getting out the logs, was
due almost entirely to the Van Buren
hold-up. The wages and cost of sup-
plies, however, had Increased slightly.

It also appeared that the river be-
low the Grand Falls was not easlly
driven, owing to the fact that there
were several large rocks which caused
the logs to get stranded if there was
not a very good driving pitch, while
above the falls the river was easily
drivable. Sheer booms have, however,
been placed above Grand Falls, to fa-
cilitate the driving.

The session was interesting
1 |throughout and the develop ts were
1| notewdbrthy. The interrogations were

sharp and to the point; and the argu-
ments were at various times rather
heated.

Mr. John Kilburn

Mr. John Kilburn, the only witness
in the afternoon was called about 2.30
o'clock. Mr. Kilburn has been engag-
ed in lumbering on the St. John River
and its tributaries for the past fifty
years. He had considerable experi-
ence in driving both above and below
the Grand Falls.

Witness was familiar with the
driving of the river during that time.
The quantity of lumber that they have
been getting out for some years i8 be-

tween 7 and 8 omillions. About

1
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about the 20th of May, the

tion we can from men who have been

GETTING

OUT THE LOGS, CHIEFLY DUE
TO HOLD-UP AT VAN BUREN

water falls rapidly. It falls about an
average of twelve inches a day from
that time. This year there was a very
good driving pitch, last year pretty
good; and the vear before not so good

The distance of river between the
big rapids and the Grand Falls, is
about ninety miles. Below the falls
there are some pretty hard places to
drive, but none above.

Where Driving Is Difficult.

Witness proceeded to name several
of the places where driving was dif-
flcult. All these spots are places where
logs are stranded unless they come
down on the rocks at a fair pitch of
the water. Logs would float down with
a fair pitch of water from Grand Falls
to Fredericton, which Is 134 miles
in 36 hours. A rise of three feet in
the water of the upper stretch would
be about the same as a 13 foot rise

on the lower stretch. Logs getting
in the upper stretch would float to
Fredericton in sixty hours, with a
fair pitch of water. One-third of a

drive of logs would float to Frederie-
ton in a fair pitch of water without
expense. One-third of the drive would
reach the Fredericton booms in sixty
hours if the pitch was good.

going over Grand Falls. It was desir-
able that the water should be high
there. If logs were not stopped for
the purpose of sorting they would go
over Grand Falls at a medium driv-
ing pitch. Witness was a member of
both driving corporations and a dir-
ector in the upper one. Messrs. Con-
nors, Moore, Heikan, Morrison, and
Scott were the driving contractors in
the order mentioned. Mr. Scott is the
present contractor, 14 cents was pald

paid to Mr. Moore. The corporation
today is paying 26 cents.
Increase Caused by Van Buren Holdup

The principal cause for the increase
is the Van Buren holdup.

Mr. Fellows thought that this state-
ment was a voluntary one and should
be stricken from the records. Mr. Gre-
gory agreed to this and it was strick-
en out.

Thé increased cost is attributable
to one main scause, the detention of
logs for sorting above Grand Falls.
The stopping of the logs is a detri-
ment to the driving. By reason of the
water dropping, the logs are strand-
ed as the various places which were
mentioned are difficult to pass.

Witness was famillar with the riv-
er from Fredericton to the mouth of
the St. Francis for the last twenty
years. He drove the river above Grand
Falls for eleven years and about the
same number of years from Grand
Falls to Fredericton. He was familiar
with the Fredericton booms. Previous
to 1904 there were no logs of any great
quantity shipped out on the railroad
above Fredericton, from any of the
mills that manufactured it. Nothing
was done in the way of taking out the
rocks . to0 - facilitate driving above
Grand Falls. Witness knew that a

He fdam: was built on Baker branch by

Mr. George Cushing to retain the wat-

i

to open up mnegotiations leading to a age it gives in raising wheat and good |
one |crops of hay when the land is >
to bear |
such an expense and taking a chance jsolute

Witness was familiar with the logs |

to Mr. Morrison and 14'% cents was/|

the most remunerative crops which P R E C T N
they can grow. One leading farmer E F I
said to me recently, ‘Even if I could-| P s B MAR'NE EN s M

n't make money on my potato crop I}

would still raise them for the advant- |

e built in America.

FREDERICTON,

The best engine at a low p

GEO. J. BARRETT, ST. JOHN,

Agent “OLIVER” TYPEWRITERS.

seudvd.l
“As I see the situation, it is an ab-|
necessity for us to bring our|
|dealers into close relations with the |
market down there, and in addition |
{to securing satisfactory communica, |
{tion. Potatoes are being brought to
| Cuba from points as far away as the |
{ Canary Islands, France and Scotland |
| Baside these countries we should b
the strongest kind of competitors.”
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er. One. was also built on the Alle-
gash,

Witness knew of nobody taking
rocks from the river from the mouth
of the St.-Francis river to the mouth
of the main river.

Witness drives logs for Mr. Gre-|
gory, of St. John. They are all cut |
in Canada. |

They turn the logs over to the Mad-
The
ago. |

W

awaska Log Driving Compar
price_was the same as four ye:
The Rredericton Boom Compa
trol the rafting. The booms stop the |
logs at Fredericton, regardl of who |
the owner may be, and sort them. This
year the logs are not all sorted there |

Stor) open till 10 p. m.

Friday, July 9, 1909,

AVery...

at the present time. There are at
least twenty million not sorted at the
Fredericton booms, which belong to
persons all along the river.
Witness sold logs to Murray and 2
Gregory for twenty-nine years. | 4

Witness heard that the logs were
delivered at Crand Falls a week ago|
Thursday. The cause of the delay
this year was the fault of the vlppﬂ"
| contractor. The cause of the logs not
arriving within two weeks last year|
was due to the fact that they didn't|
ih;n'v sufficlent men |, safficient help,
and sufficient heads. The methods of |
carrying on the lumber business, man- |
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thought they were modern Eerly fitted.
! The people who have driven the!
|river for all these years have never|

| put a sluice at Grand Falls. W l(lmss; PE 1{C XY J - QTE E L. FOOt Ful‘llisher,

| never knew of one cent being expend
519-521 Main Street.

! S

ed to facilitate driving from Frederic
ton to the mouth of the St. Fraucis
river,

Wages A Third More,

Mr. Fellows asked:—-“\What are the
wages of river drivers now compared |
with what they were ten years ago?”

Witness replied: “A third more.’

“In the last six years?”

“One quarter.” %

The increase in the price of sup-
plies was not as much, There was|
considerable increase in the cost of|
the driving !

The whole increase in the cost of
driving logs from Grand Falls to Fred
ericton would not be attributable to
one cause. The increase in the price
of supplies and the increase in wages
were alio causes. Witness s a direct-
or of the Madawaska lLog Driving
Company. Directors are clectad by
the proxies of the lumbermen fiom
St. John up. The directors of the St.
John Log Driving Company are elect-
ed in the same way. The majority of
the electors, or log owners, who elect
the directors of the Madawaska and
St. John log driving companies live in
St. John,

Logs Arrive Later.

Since the corporations have buen
driving the logs they did not arrive
at Grand Falls until the first of July,
wheregs before that time when each
drove their own logs, they would ar-
ive at Grand Falls about the middle
of May.

Above Grand Falls the river is only
used for lumbering purposes,

At Van Buren the channel is on the
east side of the river. The St. John
Log Driving Company have placed
sheer booms, between Grand Falls and
the Fredericton booms, for the pur-
pose of facilitating drivipg. Three of
the five directors of the Madawaska
Log Driving Company live above Van
Buren, ¢
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Continued on page 6.




