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in the printed circular which she bad
numerously distributed ng the p
ot the school childrer a short time sgo.
reading as follows : —

St. Jobm, N. B., February, 1900

Tnasmuch as maoy cf the perents and
friends ot the students i:x the High School
vegard the premnt working bours as too
long, it hws been thougbt acvisable to
formulate a scheme by which it will be
possible to find out exac'ly the opinion of
all the perents or guardians ot the chuldren,
with a view of making the work eamer,
more enjoyable, health'ul and . ffi sent.

At pne nt the working hours are five,
three in t ¢ morning and two in the alter
noon, there being an intermission of one
bour and a balt, frem twelve to balt past
one. The resumption of work in the atter-
noon, teachers ssy is very different from
the fresh start in the morning ; the children
are half tired, and during the autumn and
winter at final dn-uuso-l.the ::chl day is

ctically over. ot pupile go
il::ld'-h{y home aad begin studying for
the next oay, 80 as to have the ewenirg
tree, but these are rare. The majority en-
gege in some recreation, or in many cases,
an  outside study of ecome kind, such as
music, un'il the evening meal, and when
that is over, sgain begin on their lessons.
Here comies the greatest objection. The
eyes are strained by close reading in arti-
ficisl light, the brain is not in fit condition
to battle over & hard !ssson or one in whick
it is d.fficult to take an interest; in many
cases there is & grest strain on the nerves
to make them obedient to the will which
concentiates the wandering attention, and
the unltl is cften ume weariness and
rhaps ill-temper. is is DO € or-
:Oion.p.ls is uwul;e of the bright mh:
as of the average one. The mental pres-
sure is too great for the physical organiza-
tion.

Chere are several ways of chenzing all
this, and making school work a delipht
ond at the same time decidedly more eff
ectual than it is now. The best way seems
to, be to have oniy one ression, irom nine
o'clock until one. with a short recess dur-
ing which some light lunch mry be eaten.
The continuity of imterest in the work,
with the consciousness cf exemption from

" classes in the atterncon, acting as an io-

centive, would more than make up for tke
omitted hour. Thir plan is working in
many schools in the United States, especi-
atly in High Schools.

{Iuv. instead ot calling & meeting of the
parents, in which the few speak while the
many listen, then disperse with no defivite
action taken, you are invied and urged to
think over the subjeet of & contemplated
change and write on this paper your
opinion ot heving only s morning session,
with any remarks you wish to make. Please
return the paper by your child to the
teacher by next Wednesday morning. The
Trustces and Bord oi Education will do
what is good for the children in the eyes
ot their ts, 80 it is importent for you
to give this matter your best attention.

P. 8.—Please write answer on back of
this circu'ar.

A great many pu;nt- wrote in full their
opinions in answer to the above rcqueet,

while others were content with writioga |-

few words of approval or disspproval The
overwhelming majority wers in favor of one
seesion, and to scan the written answers
favoring the sew ‘move, the irfluence of
the scholars could in & great many cases
be clearly discerned. Mothiers chiefly did
the answering, and while not a few gave
sensible reasons for supporting the new
idea, most of them were content with say-
ing, *I am in favor” etc., appearing as it
the boy or girl at home had filled their

_, parent’s ear in order to gain an affirmative

answer to the circular. :

Those who opposed the one session
movement gave explicit reasons for so do-
ing, some of which sre published in this
srticle. Others sought to amend Mre.

 Hatheway's circular, and also to smend

the present mode a4 the High School.
It was very clear however, that those who

" ‘opposed the'idea thought the matter over

careiully before committing themeelves,
‘while the same csnnot be supposed of the

thing sure about it the law provides for the
length of a school d+y, such as is being
carried out pow, axd il any chamge were
to be made itcould cnly be thromgh
legislation. As to the advissbility of
baving the High Scheol close at ome
o'clock Dr. Bridges would give no opinion,
though he voluntrered the information that
in Charlotterown P. E. L. the people are
at pr petitioning the gow t to
re-establish the two-session plan after
giving the one sesicp idea a year's trial.
They t.und the single session plan did vo:
work satisfactorily.

It is quite evident a grest many local
ecucationists can sce no particular virtae
in the innovation, and while it may ruit the
peculiar circumstances of some scholars
th-y cennot for the life of them see why
such a radical change should be made.

As to the persons who gave their reasons
for supportirg or not supporting the ome
session idea, the following answers to
the above circular will explain.

Dr. J. E. Mauch—I em in favor of 5
hours :chool work divided into two sessions
for high school, because—

1st—The prescrived k t be
gone through with in five hours.

20d—From the stacdpoint ot the family,

o £ ',-‘ ' lhmi..l - =l “d
while yourger chbildren are nqaired to
work five hours, older ones ld not get

muai:tu!rxuot RENARKS

He Blvmer the Parevts far g Grent Deal of
the Wrong D 1 § Ame g Bay+.

It= veally a pity the Smly mewspapers do
mot give more publicity to some of the ad-
dremes made from the Jocal police court
beach by He Horer Juige Rachee.
While the workings of the pesoc-pres-rv-
ing machinery isat times 2ot witbout its
friction and ity creakings, yet the Mague
rate it & man with  wholesome idea of jus-
tice and of even more wholesome opirions
as to the causes ot more CommOn cTimes
in the city, erp-onlly smeag yourhtul ones.

Ona Tuesday last  Carleton lad was sen- |

The opening of the Local Legislatare i
always a day of mcre than ordimary inter
ot to the province. but more particalarly
to the oit-zens of Fredericton.

Whoether throngh cestom or otierwise
the day sel-oted i always Toursdey and
the populace of fhe capital put om, their
“chest lremt” and. trra out “‘en maam™ to
give tte cvent a right royal oad «ff.

It bae many & time b-en sogpested—but

A detachment from the R. C. R L in the act of giviog the
salute of iffeen guns anbouncirg the opening ot the Legislature
at Frederiron. The cannons—two six pounderv—are mounted
on twe bark o! the river just brlow Parlisment Sqaare.

tenced to one yesr in the Retormitory tor
stealirg lomber off a Sand Point s'eam-r

He was the youngest ofa fumily ot fiv:
boys and had not atteaded echool mor did
he work. He was fourteen years old and
His Honor in tending bim to the insita-
tion acroes Courtrey Bay, said be did it
not so much as p tor the coff

be had committed, tut tor his moral te:-

off with less.

Srd—The argument in part 2 of this cir-
cular ie, in my opivion based upon & mis+
conception of the intention and purpose of
bigh scheol work. and, as far as it is true it
applies with grester force to the younger
pupils. and the advanced standard

To take him away ftrom the fatal
laxity of a bome where be was mot rightly
mavaged and to p'ace him in a home
of order and government. Th+ Magis-
trate widened  his - remaris and esaid
there was  aliogether- t89"° muoch

4th— Papils who are untortanately phyic*
ally unable to stand the strain ot high
school work—and it is a strain and proper-
ly so—should net bar the way for rapid
advancement of those who are able.

Sth—Instruction in improved home and
school by geine, in ctian with a
ot graded gy tics under P
teachers will remove most of the real dffi-
culties complained of.

Mr. A. O. Skinner—Suggests usual
morning session and study of lessons in
school trom 1.30 to 3 p. m.

Mr. J A. Belyea—would greatly favor
any arrangement which would give more
time to the pbysical developement of the
young and to stimulate them for their
arduous high schoel work.

A. M. Beldin,—Favors the one session
idea.

Mr. and Mrs. Tilton of Lancaster—
Greatly in favor of one seesion.

H K. Estabrooks—Think the teachers
the best judge of the question.

Ira B. Kierstead—I am willing to try
the « xperiment.

M L. Gregory—School hours too long
and suggests a study hour for home lessons
durirg scbool dsy.

Mr. Jas. Taylor—Thinks one session
and Mr. Harvey's pld@ both good points
and knows from home observation that
something is amiss in the arrapgements of
the school. R
Fravk Fales—1 sign this with plessure
on bebalt of the scholms, but the poor
teachers they are now so bard worked I
f6ar but our hours will bresk them down
altogether.

Mre. O. H Warwick—In favor of one
session.

Mrs. Alston Cushing—In tavor of one
seseion.

G. M. McLeod—One session.

Mrs. Vassie—One seseion.

Mrs. Stockton—Thinks & public meet-
ing should bave been called and teachers
with experience consulted first. Suggests
a seasion of an hour and a halt in the
afternoon. .

E.J. Armestrong— Says there are too
many studies and they are breaking down
the health of diligent pupils. Desires one
session in‘ winter and reductionin number
of studies.

Mrs. C. A. Hoyt—Sinoerely hope the

(CONTIRURD ON PAGE TWO).

leniency being ehown by pireats to incor-
rigible boys, mere children who rule the
housshold and whenever they do anything
wrong they are shiclded. They won't go
to school and n fuse te labor, but loat and
lurk about corners avd alleys at night
waiting for every chance to do muschiet.
Petty 1heiving, such as stealing 7 pples
from a grocery store barrel, is at length
indulged in, merely in a play‘ul mood p: x-
haps, but this elemeotary step in wrong-
doing is lollowed by greatir stealing aud
trom the polics ceurt and Ratermatory tha

popular opinion would not tavor the idea—
that & lot of the formality—m fact pom
sense—attending the opening of ouc Pro-
vincial Legislature might very well be
disprased with, and evea yet the laws of
our land respect-d.

But to do so would necessitate the
depa-tars ot the old-time custom and all
the pomp and ceremony which is 80 eager-
ly locked torwerd to by the citizans of the
capital, and ita military and other function
sries who bave only about this ona op
p: T w ity of “‘showing their metal,’ would
be lo:t sight of altogether.

For these reasons then, probably, more
tham sny other.it is.that. the old. ime. cus-
toms »tiil prevail and the “‘guard of honor™
and “boumicg of cannoms™ continue to
play an imporiant part in the annual open-
iog o! our Legislative H:lis,

A stranger visiting the city on the open-
iog day is pretiy sure to become interested
aud often amused at the many features
attendiog the event. The first thing that
will artract the visitor's attention is the
“*hauling of the cennons” two old 6 pound
ers, irom their quarters to the viver bank.
Thsis the only event during the twelve
m nthe that these vwo ¢ mplements ot war™

Front view of Parliament buildings atf Fredericton, taken
just prior to the ope:ing of ths L-gistatur . On the leit is the
Guard of Honor, drawn up in two ravks. awsiting tbe arrival
ot the Lieutenaat Governor snd suite. The band of the corps

is drawn up in rear of the guard.

lad brings up in Dorchester. His Honor
eaid il the policemen exsrted themselv-s
more toward ‘‘roping iu" lurking boys and
those who could not spswer satistactorily
what school they attended, or why they
were not working, instead of arresting the
same old list of «ffenders and unoffendine
drunks, the root of crime in St. John
might to a grest extent be unearthed.
A Joks ou the "Oops."?

I see yjou take coppers,” said the
twinkle eyed passenger as he tendered the
conductor five pennies, at the same time
glancing at three ot St. Jobn's *'finest” in-
dulging in a tree ride. The man with the
nonoz box smiled and so’ did everybody
else, but the policemen. They took & men-
tal snapshot of the speaker and stowed it
away in the grudge corner of theiranatomy.

are brought to the light of day, lor but they
tske advantage ot this only opportunity
and meke themselves teard ere they
again return to ‘‘clore confinement.”
PRr.aRrEss understands bowever, that this
‘“nteresting and very important part in the
day’s proceedings bad to be dispensed
with this year and the reason assigned
would appear to the reader a rather ludi-
crous ove, comng as it does rom a sup-
posed military heacquarters. A local
piper saye:

**On sccount of there being no men at
the barracks possessing a knowledge of
artillery, according to Sergt. Major Fowlie
it seems probable that the opening ocere.

mony will not be attended by the usual |

PRICE F1VE CENTS

Law Framers Meet.

siluteol 13 gees. Jut bow much kmow-
ledge of artillery @ requind to enable cve
o load up snd discharge the twe obaslete
six pownders [beloaging to the military
school 18 & question over which there seems
to bo room fora differemce of epivion.
This important duty in the past wewally fell
to tie lot of Sergts. Walker or Cochrane,
neither of whom are now conmected with
the achool. Perbeps the witeran Chmles
Lacy, an old artillerymen, might consent
to take charge of the gum equad, it the
scrgeant major is waable to fiad amothr
suitable person.”

Now next year, if notiied in time, St.
Joba will willingly stnd wp & man to give
th: Sergt. Nejor o few pointers on “how
to load a gun,”—aor better aill, ProGRESS
would sug:est the College boya be asked
o do the firing.”

From th: zooa hour watidl the time of
opening the streets are astir with the pop-
uwace inall walksof Lite. The tachions in
various shapes bestir themeelves on Queen
street and arowad Parlament Square
awaitiog the arrival of His Honer the
Licutenant Governor whose coming is
beralded to the «¢xpectant mulitude by a
bugle blast trom ocne Her Majesty's trum-
peters.

Tue crowd stand with abated breath ua-
til the approach ot His Houor, accompani-
ed by hizs A. D. C and private secretary
by the sheriff and coromer and other dig-

(Cuxruvoed o Fouara Faew)
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