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Knowle;ige Through Prayer.

Semon’preachcd at Wollville on The Day of Prlyelr'
for Colleges, Feb. 9'h, 1972,
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Ps. 119 :18 "();;rn thow my eyes that I may behold
wondrous things our of thy law.*’

The 11gth Psalm may be entitléd, *The Praise of God’s
law.” In every verse but ohe—the i220d—there is »
direct referecee to the law of God under some one of the
warious terms in which that law i described. The par-
ticalar term in this verse—-the Torah--while it came to
be used in the techuical sénse of the law of Moses, in its
earlier history had & more general meaning and referred
to every instruction which God gave to men, either
directly through his spirit, or indirectly through some
mediam or messenger. Thus the law was God's message
ot God's will for men. We might transiate the verse of
onr text thus : **Uncover thou my eyes that 1 may look
wpon the wonderful things of thy teaching ' And this
means, evidently, that the Paalmist prayed \hg\ he might
ha se the abllity to uadersiand God's messages The polnt
that I wish to'make is this, to the devout Hebrew mind
and heart God was coutinually speakiug his message,

giviog bis instrugtion, 1ot i6 one way mierely but in all
weys.and his chief desire was 1o understand this mes
sage of his God. So the Paalmist prays his prayer to
God : “Open thow my eyes, that [ may behold won-

- o

drous things cut of thy lsw -

That prayer almost looks as if the Panlinist expected
God to stiow him thewe wondrous things withoudt effort on
bda part; But a careful reading of the entire Paslm will
oorrect that impression.  The law of God * was his con
stant meditation; Gods word was lald up in bis heart;
God's ststutes were his delight; God's tesiimonles,
his rejoicing; and in God'n commandmenty he walked
His prayer then is that he miny bave spiritual
discernment so that, he may see the law of God
in ite wouderfal |m\fl‘.\ and  wetivity sand  especially
jo its relation’ to his own life and his life in - rela-
tlon (to it. The autuor of the 1igth Pealm was &
great sipdent, and the ob)
the vmn'dqiul thitigs of God, and so as he studied he
prayed that God would enlighten bis understanding. .

Ounr theme this morning iy © ' The Relution of Prayer
to Study.” Tadefine the two ledding terma in our theme

ot of bis study was to find ount

—prayer and study,  -What is it to pray ! Whatls it to
study? L

Comprehensively stated, prayer is communjon with
God, the objsct of which is fellowship with God in all
his will and purpose for our life, O: we may put it this
way,~prayer is the outgo of & human soul to the Su-
preme Being and secks that cowpanionship with that
Supreme Being which will mean perfect union between
the soul and him. | Djublless you can state it more
briefly and in n mm@/‘.nlm way : but I trust that my
meaning is clear. 1.t me emphasize especially the ob-
ject of prayer—it is to ‘come tnto fellowship with God in
all his wiil for us -

(a the other hand study is the earnest application of
the miud to gather knowledge of any or of all kinds and
its ultimate object is wisdom But truth, be it ex-
pressed in science, in art; in morals, or in religion is’
only the expression of God's mind Certainly no one
can deny that everything expresses. an intelligenceofa
matchless aud supreme order; and intelligence, we know
belongs to personal being  The marvellous adaptation
in nature, the wonderful harmonjes of color and in rela-
tions, the accurate operation of the laws of physical and
chemical activities, all are evidences of a creative. intelli-
genge of a supreme order with infiuite resources, But
the same and greater maryvels in law, in adaptations, in
beauty we find in the world of moral and spiritual being:
all; we believe traceable to the same supreme intelli-
gence and infinite power. Learning issimply finding
out these wonderful things which are written in God's
wpiverse and in the constitution of our humanity, and
also revealed (o us in the book of revelation, ‘all written
and revealed for our instruction and the training of our
lives towards their destiny. - To stop short of God in our
Tearning is still to remain in ignoravce aud folly ; while
on the other hand to accept the conclusion both of ounr
own reason And of revelation and tg live in accordance
therewith is to find wisdom and to et understanding.

. . 'These remarks may help us to see something of the re-
lation between prayer aidd study.. Prayer in ite last
analysis being communios with God in order to kvow
and to do his will ; and study in the last analysis being
the sttempt to learn the mind of God as be has expressed
it in the varlons nnd multitudisons forme of creation and
facts of buman experience so that we may know life in
all its relationships and live In accordance with the in.

tent and purpose of our belog, then prayer has a direct

and vital connection with stady, which no earnest stu.
dent should overlook, and by student 1 mean not only
the youog men and maidens who may gather in halls of
Jearning but also men and women everywhere who in the
warlous walks of life sre seeking to find out the value
snd meaning of existence. We are all students more or
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less. The students in the schools have the special ad-
vantage.

There is an old Latin proverb which reads thus :

** Bene orasse ¢st bene studuisse.”

Translated it would read as follows : '* To have pray-
&d well is to have studied well.” That proverb is worthy
s place beside the proverbs of Solomon. We believe that
it sets before ne a most profound trath. It tells us that
thére {s & real sense in- which prayer is study, and that
the object of prayer and study are one. In the thought
of the Psalmist prayer supplements study. And after all
the ugveiling of any truth depends upon whether. God
chooses to nnveil it. So study ought always to be pnr-
sued and at all points supplemented with the prayer,
* Open thou my eyes that I may see.”” For itis possible
for us to have eyes, yet see not ; to have ears, yet hear
not. How often have we gone forth among the beauties
of nature, seeing, yet not seelng, hearing, yet not hear-
ing. But one day there came & change, and the sun was
warmer, and the skies were brightier, and the beauties
of nature were more charming than ever they had been
before. What made the change 7 Two things, perhaps ;
one thing. certainly. The two things were knowledge
and sympathy, the one thfhg was sympathy, There was
a fellow feeling widh it all, which related ua to it and it
to ne, If lher@new or special knowledge it simply
enhanced the ny/‘pnhy. This brings us to our first potnt
in the relation of prayer to study.

t. Prayer begets and develops wympathy to which
Troth unlocks her secrets, and so leads to the discovery
of the wondrous things of God.

This sympathy involves two elements, chiefly, rever
ence and love, i

(a). First consider reverence. By reverence we mean
that profound respect and esteem for the truth which
1€ide us to honor it above all things else. Such rever
ence may be ours only as we apprehend that all truth is
the expression of the mind of God, and sheuld therefore
bring our minds into direct touch with deity. Prayer
puts God in his proper place in relation to all manifested
truth and accordingly fills the heart of the student with
the devout and reverent attitude. Indeed the Bible tells
us that the fear of the Lord —that is, reverence for the
Supreme Belog —is the beginning of wisdom. And as the
end of true study is to make us wise unto the perfecting
of our life, then the fear or reverence of him who is the

truth fs the first step towards becoming wise. Prayer
helps us to take that step.

Go back with me 3 000 years or more to the desert of
Midian. For forty years a man had been tending sheep
in that desert until he must have known every bush and
rock and ravine, On this side the bare and rogged peaks
of Sinal climbed to the clouds, and all around, the hori-
2on.was hemmed in by precipitons mountains, and the
world beyond was shut out. There in those dreary
wastes, for forty years, Muses kept the ‘sheep of his
father-in-law, and meditated on the things of God and
man. One day something happened, we know not what,
whether it was that the eyes of Moses were opened so
that he could see what always had been, or that some
l}n\l!ﬂl] manifestation took place before the ordinary
eye. Inany event he saw, and what he saw, was a bush
aflame with fire but unconsumed. All at once the rever-
ent devotion of years reached a full megsuce of strength
and made it possible for God to speak to Moses in clear
and ringing message. Moses was & praying man. Pray-
er had brought his sonl into intimate union with God and
therefore God spoke to him ount of the flaming bush.
Huudreds of shepherds before and since Moses have kept
their flocks in the wilderness of Midian, but to none has
the bush been aflame with deity. For among them there
has been only one Moses with his mighty spirit searching
the deeps of life and the universe to find God. And yet
Mrs. Browning tells us truly,

‘* Barth is crammed with heaven
And every bush is aflame with God ;"

and out of every bush God speaks—only so many of us
having eyes see not, and earshear not. Soon, over these
hills and dales will flow what Lowell calls,

“, ., . the high-tide of the year,

And whatever of life hath ebbed away

Comes flooding back, with a ripply cheer,

Into every bare inlet and creek and bay ;"
and this valley will be filled with the glad acclaim of a
world's teeming life; and the praise of earth's thousand
yoices will ascend to God. In front of my study window
is & large apple-tree, to day trunk and limbs bare, ap-
parently co’'d and dead. But some fair morn in * the
fl yod-tide of the year" I will look, K oat and see that tree
covered with the glory of leaf and blossom, and out of
all that glorious beauty the God who made heaven and
earth will speak to me of blossow-time and fruitage, of
life fulfilling its misslon, of death and then of the resnr-
rection beauty and foy. Could that tree sblaze from
ground to topmost bough with & bright but unconsum-
ing glory tell me more of God and of life's mission ?
Indeed, if I have gotten hold of right things in life, ia it
not thus that the florescent tree and the tree fruit-laden
and also the tree in the mighty grasp of these northern
frosts is literally aflame with the glory of the iavisible
but lafinite Creator ? So we believe. And to him who
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has a heart to understand, the words of Lord Tennyson
are pre-eminently true,

‘* ¥.ower in the crannied wall,

1 pluck you out of the crannies,

I hold you here, root and all, in my hand,

Little flower—but i/ I counld understand

What you are, root and all, and all in all,

I should know what God and man is."”"

Men call this an irreverent age. Whether that bea
true characterization the future must declare. But this
we know, that while the profane and irreverent crowd
may linger in the porch of the temple of truth, they who
would enter the holy of holies must approach thereto
with reverent and devoat spirit, Ay ! indeed, it is only
to such spirits that there is seen to be a most holy place.
Men with skilful hand but unsympathetic spirit may die-
sect the living or the dead body and fail to discover any-
thing except matter nervously organized; but to him
whose heart is reverently attuned to the eternal realities,
in all the delicate and intricate mechanism of this body
of ours Is revealed the masterful will and wisdom of the
divine creative energy, Prayer is the golden key that
unlocks the gates of reverence and lets the spirit of man
soAr away to the infinite Father, God, in the search for
truth

(b.) Secondly, consider the other element in sym-
pathy of which we spoke, viz>-love. God ls love.
Prayer opens the heart of man to love God, and there-
fore to love the truth. This much is as certain as any
demonstrated proposition in geometry,—no mau will
ever enter very far into the truth without a deep and
sincere love for the truth,

It the book of Proverbs in the 8th chapter, wisdom is
personified and cries onit, *'I love them that love me,"” If
we would apply our hearts unto wisdom and get under-
standing, we must love the truth. I short—to use the
words of another—'‘we ruusgove, to know."

Surely we are all familtar with this principle. At
least every teacher is. There are lower motives which
may lead one to apply himself to study. it may be the
wish of his parents, or the pride of his own heart to make
a fair showing amongst his fellow students. But it is
only when the whole affectional nature of the student is
given to the study pursued and the object to be gained,
that he makes rapid progress and finally reaches the
goal. The men who stand out* prominently in any de-
partment of human knowledge are the men whose life
has become absorbed in the studles which they pursue,
aud whose greatest glory is their enthusiastic love for
the truth they are seeking. This is the uniform testi-
mony of human history, and we must accept it. The
most precions treasures of truth are hidden to all, except
those who have enshrined truth in their hearts.

In the experiments of Marconi with wireless tele-
graphy, we are informed that the chief difficulty has
been in perfecting an instrument, called the coherer, for
the receiving of the electrical waves which the transmit-
ting machine may set in motion. The transmitter and
the coherer are made to correspond by a process called
tuning so that only a coherer attuned to a transmitter
can receive the message sent ont by that thansmitter.
For example, if a transmitter is radiating a half million
vibrations per second, the corresponding coherer will be
able to receive only a half million vibrations. This pro-
cess of tuning, we are told, are still open ,to very large
improvements, but the principle is generally accepted.
This illustrates what I am trying to say about love and
sympathy for the truth and the receiving of the truth.
Prayer is the process by which our hearts and minds are
attuned to love and sympathy for the truth. And this
love and sympathy for the truth is that necessary corre-
spondence between us aad the truth that renders it pos-
sible for us to receive the message of truth which the
Great Transmitter sends out in electrical truth-waves to
the earth. Is it too much to say that the whole spiritnal
ether is vibrating with these electrical truth-waves, and
that whenever the heart of man is properly attuned to
receive these waves Truth floods the soul with her divine
light ?

Just as a child placed in the midst of a group of merry,
romping children catches at once their spirit of gladness
and laughter, because his own heart i{s in sympathy
therewith, so a human soul set in all this wonderful
truth of God in God's universe, if his heart is attuned to
love and sympathy therewith, catches the spirit of Truth
and he worships in her Temple. Prayer is the homage
of our hearts to Tsuth, and keeps the channels of com-
munication open between us and the Truth.

1I. Secondly, Prayer, besides attuning one's soul to
sympathy for the truth, brings the spirit of the student
into obedience to the truth. Truth locks her temple
against the disobedient soul. Just as the mathematician
in order to solve the more difficult probleéms of equations
must be obedient to the primary laws of numbers; so the
student in all department of knowledge in order to un-
derstand the mysteries which remain to be uncovered
must at every step be obedient to the laws and principles
already mastered. Truth wherever found is reality, and
therefore is vitally related to highest personal well being.

Accordingly, if.I would enter fully into the deepest and
-holiest realities and understand myeelf in all my rels:
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