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* souls to Christ.

MAESSHNGER AND VISITOR.
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The Churc of the Nineteon 'h Contary,
and the Young of the Nineteenth
Centary.

BY WENRY PRANCIS ADAMS

In ber understanding and piesents
tion of the grest fundamentals of Chiis
tianity; | am g'sd 10 say that the church
of the ninetesnth century is' pot n ad
vanoe of the church pof the eighteenth

ocentury. With & wider soquaintance
with the tesming millions that live
b this globe, and with an oppressive
sense of the greatndss of ber mision
o the loit, she styl) bolds to Christ
#0 the only hope of the human
aoe, - Amidst the extrasordinary pro

gression i some directions, and ratro
gression in others, the Christian cbarch,
a3 & whole, bas gous peither forwatl nor
backward in her theblogy, but stands
still, st the Cross of the Crucified One
A comparative few have given up fuith
in the Word of God s+ fucnishing the
cenire and creamference of their relig
tous thought and belief, having found &
cirsle outside the realin of revenled
truth ; but the great bady of believers
abide by the plain Word of God us the
tinal authority on all matters that pertain
to'man as & moral aad spirtusl being. |
“ Whatsoover i new' s not frue; and |
whatsoever [ frue not new The |
Christing church has  faithfully illostes

ted that- epigram’ duripg the present
century, in her Lrentmentol the vagsries
whieli- theologioal dresmers bave ex

cogitated from their bLraine. She has
asked them 1o step down and out of her
pualpits, asd they have gowe to their |
own placeaniong the religious speculs
tors of their fimes. Among all
ventiqns of man 10 save the  race from |
the dire ¢ -cts. of sin, and restore to |
mfn bis forfeited heritage of eternal |
life, not ane have wrought such blessed |
results as the Gospel of the Lord Jesus |
Christ. The Gospel only is the “ power
of God nnto salvation 1o every one shat
believeth,” thorefore it is a source of
great comfort and gladness to know that
the' Christian church . generally in her
hold and proclamationof divine truth, in
a small measure, resembles . ber Lord,
She is “ the same, yestérday, to-day,” and
let us hope will b “for ever.”

While the church bas been faithful to |
the God ward side of her work, has she
been as faithful to the man ward side?
Does it follow that because she may, not
cmnge the- grand old Gospel she is to
preach, that she msy not therefore
change ber methods in propazating ite

racious truths? It is certsinly true
that the church abides by the old land
marks of the ancients, and it is almost
true that she retaine their methiods, D
the first necessarily involve the second
Are nineteenth century Christians so
wedded to the eighteenth century
methods of doing God's work, that a
proposal to change or adid some more
adapted to the needs of to day, must be
looked upon as if we were departing
from the faitkonce delivered to the saints
Is it true that the eightegnth century
méthods of Christian work are adapted
10 m ot nineteenth century needs ? Are
the forms of civilization existing today
80 similar to those of the eightesnth,
that we need no other methods of Chris”
tian labor for our work inthe nineteenth 7 [
Haying used all the ways in which our
forefathers sought to advance the king
dom of God, are we eatisfied with the
results of our work ? According to the
rogress made in other departments of |
ife, can the Christian ocburch hold her
own, by simply confining her . endeavors
to thode forma of work she has used dur
ing the past 9 years? To all these
questions | am, as one, prepared to give
an unquslified no.

In many minds there is a growing con
viction that the chuich of the tweuntieth
century will be very different from that
of the nineteenth—not in her theologi
cal belief, but in the methods of propa
gating'it; notin theway of beingsaved,
but in the instrumentalities of winning
The nineteenth century
church has reserved herself s0 much

from men that they have been led to Ny .~

the conclusion that, Christianity is only
something to be thought of on Sabbath.
She has so largely limited her eflorts to
a few hours on one day, that most peo
ple feel that she has nothing for them,
and expects nothing (rom them during
the other si I any of the opinion that
if the church insists on this scant service
being all shie will render to the world
down to the end of the nineteenth cen
tury, she will be left farther in the rear
th:an she is to-day, at the opening of the
twentieth.

Because of the Christian church being
satisfied with the eighteenth century
methods, during the last qisrter of a
century a number of organizstions have
becn setion foot, that bave tried to do
the work that rightly belongs to her. So
littie interest -did the church take in
young men, that the “ Young Men's
Christian Associstion” was organizid to
meet & long felt want, That sssocistion
was not commenced by George Willinms
with avintention that it should become
merely  literary and athletic institution
but that it might be wholly & great re
ligious movernient to win the young men

to Christ And when | beoame & mem
ber of ik M €. A.in London twonly
years ago, it was then s grest lever to

elevato young men spirituaily and morsl
ly. The Y. M. C. A -of teday has left its
i o, and has largely become a liter
ary, sthietio and socisl iostitution, It i
doing a good work, but it is not doing
the charch’s work today, ss it did
twenty years ago. The fact is whatever
society attempts to do the wark of the
churgh, it may succeed for & time, but i
will nct ocontinge to doit. Do you sk
why? | can only give my own view in
answer, and it is this. The Christian
church is dominaied by & great spiritual
purpose; and is bound by its allegisnoe
to her spiritusl Head, to maintain that
spiritual puspose as the alphs snd omega
of her existence. She dare not be satis
tied with any end whort of the salyation
of the soulsof men, however diversified |
ber wethods may e of sccomplishing |
that task. A society that is not s church,
is bound by no such great spiritual pur |
poses and ends. And, therefore, such may t
broaden its originsl polity, u{.pun; iv |
self to the time in s0 many ways that
eventually its primitive purpose i
virtually. obliterated, and yet no one
maay charge it justly with having violated
any fundsmental law. When the Young
Men'’s Christian Association was doing a |
go0d spiritual work among young men, (
tie Charistian church felt nﬁnuh excused
foom excrung special efforts on their

the iu |

Ject in band)

1 found true.

behalf, but now that this society has in
large part abrogated that place of honor
and is chiefly oscupied in entertainment,
it is high tume for: the church o open
her eyes to the solemn fact that the
great bulk of our young men are drifting
down the siream of time, not omly un
saved, but with very little effort to win
them to Christ. The ¥, M. C. A's sré |
not today doing the work of the church
among young wen, and let me say that
they-cannot do it. -1 for one am glad
they are not doing it, and sm glad “they
cannot do it.  Ualy the Christiss ohurch
ean do the work of the Christian chareh. |
Christ founded ber to porpstuate Hie |
work on earth. And it matters not how

large and prowising say wovement may

be_that opens a campaign for morsl snd

spiritusl work among men, unless Christ

be the supreme head u.'ll( its members, |
and His Word furnish ghe ohject and |
end of its gxistence, it will ulumately

become & mere institution, baying as
its objoct powsibly s philsnthropie sim,
but not the salvation of souls, However
much good the ¥.'M €. A has dowe, iv |

has done the clhurch & serious injury. |
1t began by trying to do the churoh's |
work smoung young wmen, thas zmn‘(‘
her an use for iosctivity. Today it
ing the church's work swmong
wen, abd the church does not

young

realizs that ber work is thday not done
She fact as far bebind in this work
a8 she was when the first Y. MC, A
was established in St Martine lo Grand,.|

Lono; | think even farther. 1
Ihe slmest universsl change of the |
Youns Men's Christian Associstion, into
the Youug Men's Literary, Sociai-and |
Association, led tothe formation |
iety, baviog for its object
one with which the Y. M

A out. (Do not presume
that prove of the literary, social
and arhie work of the sforesaid as
pocistion. [ think the present form of

its work » most excellent one and de
serving the support of all who have at
Beart the well-being of men. But as it
has ceased in large part its original
apinitusl work, and bhas become a power
ful social factor in the community where
it flourishes, | thiink it ought to change
its name. Any one visiting the readisg
roomof &« Y. M. €, A. in almost any
Qity, will find that it is frequented as
much-by old men as by men in their
teens ; and as much by men in the
prime of life ss by young men in the
twenties. Therefore the pame is no
longer its trae title. If men of all ranks
snd ages wre now peérmitted to enjoy
the perusal of the excellent literature
provided by our mssociations, I fail to
see why the opposile sex may not par-
ticipate in the same privilege, in this
day of “woman's rights.” = This is a
digression from the line of thought I was
presenting, let us now return to the sub
I said that the Y. M. C.
A, baving io large part given up the
spiritual work which it started ont to
sccompliah, and the church not discern
ing that her work was still undone,
another society was born to take up the
work the V. M. C. A, laid down. This
bad its ifiception o this side the Atlan
tic, and was expelled from the busy
brain of the pastor of a large city church:
He bad no doubt observed, as many:
otheér pastors had done, -that there is a
great " missing link * between the Sab
bath-school and the church, He  had
seen, as all thoughtful Christians must
see, thit when Sunday school scholars
reach a &ertain age, that they often
cease to attend the school, donot attend
the general church prayerspeeting, wnd
are not seen o often in the ohurch on
the Sabbath day. Because the church
as 4 whole has not made provision for
meetings specially adapted to the most
critical period of & jyoung man’s or
young woman's lile, vz, from sixteen to
twenty-tive, therefore are they made to
feel that the church has mo place for
them, no desire for them, and so they
are frequently. lost to ber for years, and |
pérhaps for ever, This defect existed
in the eighteenth century, and the
church of the nineteenth has most care-
fully preserved the fault.

Francis Clark, pastor of “ Phillips
in South Boston, anxious to
“ bold the young people ” at thst time
f life for which the church generally
has made no provision, drew up from his
thoughtful and loving soul the plan for
8 society that would meet the wants of
youthful soals, and thus supply the
missing link in church work. That
society was first formed in his own
church, snd was called the “ Young|
People’s Society of Christian Endeavor.” |
T'o whe surprise of all it was an unquali
fied success in filling the gap so long |
open. It spresd to other churches, |
especially to the Congregational, the de
nomination of its author.

Whatever may be the differance of
opinion regarding its relation to the
local church, there are these facte to be

{

ganized in the church building and by
members of the local church. (2) That
in attracting and holding the young
people it has supplied the longabsent
“ missing link." (3) That it has accom.
plished & great spiritual work among the
young, done through no other form of

aristian labor in-the same period of ex
istence. .(4) That it is superior to the Y,
M. €. A. inssmuch "as it brings both
sexes to work together, thus more fully

n keeping with Christ's plan of Chris. |

tinn work, (5) That it has outatripped
the Y. M. C, A, in the number of its
branches, in the number of souls won to
Christ, nxd is its superior in remaining
faithful to the grand liuritull objects
with which it commenced, ' (0) That it
bas drawn more uncouverted young
people 1o attend prayer meetings than
any other agency in the bistory of the
Caristian church. (7) That it has de-
veloped the talents of young converts
and interesteds them in Christian be
nevolence, to as to secure to the future
Christisn church » grand army of well
tmined men and women. These are
conclusions which [ know are suthentic
though- they are couched in my own
language.
- -

— One of the first acts of the new
mayor of Chicago, Mr, Washbarne, was
1o order the closureof all the gambling
h?un-. and, for & wonder in Chioago,
thie order was executed with promptoess
and efficiency. Police reports show that
the order means business, as also that
the law prohibiting open saloons after
midnight is in ‘execution ; several viola-
tors of the law, as well as several pro-
prietors of small; bling den: ve

d.

| found-who will dare to say that God will

| glorified by each one of us.

(1) Itis in advance of the |
Y. M. €. A, inssmauch s it is always or |

tiod, Rightful Proprietor and Absolute |
Lord of ALl

BY J, DRNOVAN, {

(Conclusion.)

It #eems to me that none of us could |
abjeet Lo the dogtrine of Divine Sovereign ‘
ty and predestination f{f, nuhp pwn |
quietly, we would put the dootrine lairly |
before our minds thus,—If evarything |
God does is al»ays perfectly right when |
He does it, it must be also perfeotly right’|
for ITim fo purpose - and resolve fo do il |
before it oe Read thess three pns

es: 1 Jobovah change not;" “Sly
counsel shall stand, and [ will do all My
plassure ¥ Who worketh all things
after the counsel of His own will”

* Now, answer, What do; these three
passages deciare but that Ged dw(nyu‘
meant to do whateyer He does do?  Few
persons there are who venture to-sffira |
that God ever has actually dome wrong
When, for instance, He punished our
first parents’ tranagression by expulsion
from Eden and desth..s banihment |
and & desth-doom entsiled on thelr
posterity ; or when He drowned the old
world in order to clean away outrageous |
vice and give humanity a fresh start ; or
when He overthrew Sodom sod Gowor
rab ; or when He visited Egypt with the
ton plagues—almost no - rospeotabls |
pereon is 1o be discoverad who will say |
God did wrong in any of these or similar
casos of judgment. Whatever . their |

| faneifal abstract theories of the Divine |

natare may be, few people are to be
do wrong in the actual performance of
any of His future providential works or
works of punitive jadgment, such as
plagues, wars, famines, volcanic cates
trophes, bowever terrible they may be
at the time they occur, even the con
signmaent of sinners and apostate spirits
to eternal perdition, Well, then, is it
not a3 plain as noon-day, it God is
never wrong in doing what He does af
the time He does it, how can He possibly |
be wrong in determining beforehand to do
what He does? Grant that His work it
self is right, and how can His previous
intention to do that work be wrong? 1f
the building itself be right, how can the

lan and’ pur, ba wrong? - Who can
Ee!ool enou, E to imagine that divine
ignorance of the future can enhance |
divine virtue?

When this world is terminated and its |
bankrupt affairs have been forever |
wound up, when the final judgment is
past and all the human family have
taken up their everlasting abode in
heaven or in hell—if then God’s judg
ments will be true and righ alto

|ence I know that

has said, “ My Father is the Husband.
man.” He forsees and foreknows, pro
arranges and utilizes all oreatures and
all events, so that they must ultimately
work out His purposes and fulfil His de
crees, Seldom as we hear this tremen
dous verity proclaimed by the modern

reacher, it is nevertheless tremendonus
fylm—tr_uu as that Omoipotent Wis
dom reigns. All men, whatever be their
character or circumstances, all evonts
whatever their nature and | rixims'e re
sults, are aotually realizng His bigh
prodestination. You and 1, in some
wysterious way, have it in our option
aud within our power, duricg at leakt
some portion of our lives, to make our
froe unfettored choice of goo | or «vil, of
heaven or hell; and God bias it o His
option at any moment sudienly to ter

| minate our gracious opportunities and

40 to fix our choice irrevooably. 4
tainly as God s God, this is 11 righteous
prerogative. But mark this,.. Whatever
choice we do make, or in whatever place
we take up our everlastiog abode, we
shall not, even io thée least degres, dis
turb Hiy arrangements or stain the splen
dorof His magnificent deorfer [t we
rise 10 heaven, in heaven we shall be
* trees of righteousness, the planting
of the Lord that He may be glori
tied ;" if we sink into dark pérdi
tion we shall be “dead trees plucked
up by the roots,” fuel fit for His fire.
While sin itsell is & moral nuisance, “the

abominable thing which God hiates,” |

yot His almightiness is g0 unlimited in
resources, the circle of His designs and
the sphere of His operations so bound.
lessly vast, His prescience so clear and
farreaching and His pre-arrangements
atonce 50 comprehensive in sweep and
wise in minute detail, that nothing can
possibly come amiss to Him, can per

plex or defeat Him-—no, not' even
sin.. Nope of our shortsighted con
trivances, none of our paliry spas

modic rebellions can affect Hiw in the
slightest degree. The united rebellion
of devils and men cannot present the
resistance of a floating straw to the deep
and mighty current of His inscrutable
purposes. In the bright calm of His
past eternity did He not foresee and
Yrovide against all these things? Was
lis plan of dealing with sin not laid in
Christ before theé foundations of the
world were laid 7

Unconverted souls, from eal experi-
Satan sometinies
suggests the diabolical thought that if
you'do at last sink into rdition you
will have at least one mmnl comfort
there (the comfort Milton tells us Satan
himself has—poor vile wretch !) of knowm
ing that you have thwarted God's pur-

gether, if then every soul shall acquit
Him of blame and deciare Him to bs a
God of truth and without imquity, in |
thé pame of common sense | ask, How
can it possibly be in any sense wrong |
for Giod to-decree and predestinate such
trfe and righteous judgments? How
can it be wrong for Him to determine
from eternity past to do what shall cer-
tainly be right and good when He has
actually done it? All that those doc
trinal passages.] have quoted asssert is
this : The Almighty and unchangeable
God always has meant to do exactly what
He.has done and what He shall do’ with
alliHis creatures. If He be not wrong
in doing so with His creatures, then it
cannot be denied that He is right in
purposing, in determining to do' just s ,
even from all eternity. 2
All I have ad will be i

pose—disapy 4 His hopes—deprived
Him of so much glory and praise in
heaven. Now, I implore you, O souls,
be not deceived with the plausibility of
suth a detestable delusion ; for, be ye
sure of this that sooner or later you must
submit to God—in some way or other
you must and shall certainly glorify God.
God is glorified by the black cloud and
the roarof the tempest quite as much
as by the brilliant sunshine and the mustc
of happy birds. “Tne’Lord hath made
all things for Himself; even the wicked
for the day of vengeance.” Yes, poor
sioner, if ever you lift up sleepless eyes
in unquenchable fire your damnation
will only be I{grlvlud by the bitter
mortification of ing thatd there
you aro glorifying God in His terrible
Justice—that even there you are. “ a
vessel of wrath ” in the great Master's

theoretically by every one accustomed
to think ; but to the application of the
theory to individual experiencs many
may hold, at least fee/, serious objection.
But is not such objsction really more a |
mere sentimental feeling than a sober
conviotion ? There is a view of the gen-
eral application of this divine predes
tination to our race, which must cover—
if not sol L ily sll supp d
objectionable details, viz:—The final
testing of each indiridual of our rase,
whether in everlasting happiness or
misery, +hall certainly turn out conform
able to the divine purpose and subser
vient to the divine glory. Each one of
us somehow consciously hath his free
and unfettered choice as to good and
evil—as to heaven or hell; but let &
man choose either, God Almighty shall
be equally glorified by that choice. If
ou and I spend eternity in heaven we |
shall glorify divine and sovereign grace ;|
and if in hell we shall glorify divine
truth and justice. The ultimate and
highest end of divine predestination is
(God's glory, and God certainly shall be |
Whatever |
choice we may make, whatever destiny
we may experience, it comes within the |

| mighty sweep and vast circle of Jéhovah's/

glory. He cannot be unfavorably affect- |
ed by any course we may pursue. It is |
for our own sake He graciously advises |
us to choose purity and heaven. |
Analogical illustration may aid usin !
grasping this thought. The scientific |
| and long-experienced farmer can by wise |
| foresight and careful arrangement dis
| pose of everything about his farm stead
ing, barns and fields to profitable use. |
The stones that impede his ploughor
wagon wheels, find their place in'a sub- |
sfantial wall or main drain; wood chips, |
cinders.and ashes and fallen leaves, the |
refuse and garbage from his kitchen, the |
ordure from his stables and styes, the |
carchss of a dead dog or rat, although in |
b 1 and ak inati |

s
an be skilfully turned to good account
—1o the production of the most satis
factory and profitable results. The rot.
ting, pestiferous manure with which his |

fields are enriched, although in itself |
both odious and dangerous, is, when judi- |
ciously applied at the proper season, as
precious as the golden grain which waves |
in the sutumn breez:s over his broad |
s acres, or the beautiful flowers and fruits
which adorn garden and orchard. Yet
it must not be forgotten, aithough the
farmer can thus wisely adapt all kinds of
refuse and corruption to his own ends,
he can have no personal pleasure in the
contemplation of such refuse and foul
reeking corruption. On the contrary,
he shrioks from personal contact with
them, The fruitless tree, although he
delights not in the contemplation of it
a8 he does in that laden with beautiful
fruit, he finds weil fitted for fencing and
firewood. And so of everything about
his farm, if it be not suited to one end,
he makes to suit some other,—s0 that at
the conclusion of a dfew yarsn he finds
that by ight and carefal manage-
ment, all things turn out to his &:\'pﬁt,
pleasure snd honor as well as to ad.
nnu:e of his faithful servants.
b

t demands no special ingenuity to

house, pying the very place which
suits His purpose; laboring through that
long, long night in the very fire in the
performance of Ilis sovereign will—work
ing out againgt ypur own will an illustra
tion of the terribe truth, “It is an evil
and a bitter thing to sin agaiost God.”
There is, [ confess, something very ap
palling, very awful in this thought; but
1t is no mors awful than awfully true.
Whatever comes of you and me, God
will do all His pleasure--God will be
glorified by us! Oh, be persuaded, my
brother, in this His day of grace—be
persuaded to yield yourself like soft
clay to Him. Weare the clay and He is
the potter: Wait not for the consent and
co-operation of your natural free will.
Your free will, if exercised in this mat
ter, will utterly ruin yov. Yield now

unconditionally to His sovereign will; for |

yielding unconditionally and instantly to
His subjugating power —this is salvation.
Divine sovereignity and divine salvation
are inseparable.

Satan skilfully perverts such passages
of Seripture as we have been consider.
ing, 80 as to blind and mislead anxious
souls. He tells them that they need not
atteapt to seek salvation, becauly God's
decree rises like a hard black precipitous
rock between them and heaven. Satan
is a liar from the beginning, and this is
his blackest and cruelest lie. Contrite,
broken hearted one, your present ex
perience of the terrors of the Lord is
proof that the gracious finger of God has
already touched you. Far
predestination frowning discouragement

on thee, why this magnificent doctrine— |

this gigantic attribute beckons thee
& smiling and solicitous welcome. All
Jehovah's decrees — all His mighty
“shalls” and “ wills " are ou the side of
the sin-sick, the laboring and heavy-laden
soul. Here is one of them, “ Ask, and
ye shall receive ; sesk,and ye shall find."
Here is angther, ¢ He that seeth the Son
and believeth on
hath evorlasting

into judgment, but ia passed out of death
intolife.” Here is anotherabsolute Divine
decree,  He that balieveth and is bap

| tizad shall be saved.”

-
It'is possible, no doubt, to make
preaching too much intellectunl and too
hittle spiritual, and to some preachers
this.may represent a temptstion and a
danger. But, provided the spiritual
element is not forgotten, there is little
danger of too much intellect being put
into the sermaon. We commend to
young preachers especially, the follow.
ing from Dr. Stalker’s last lecture in the
Lymsn Beecher course at Yale :

“You who are to teach Christianity
must bear in mind that many of your
listeners will depend upon you for intel-
lectual stimulus. If you speak to them
with little thought in your words, you
will not awaken them from a dormant
intellectual condition. Woe to the man
who goes from the seatof learning to
settle down to live without further in-
tellectusl effort. Man must work as
long as God gives him strength so to do.
We either recsde or advance in the
battle of life. There is no such thing as
standing still. Besides your du

apply my parable to Him of whom Jesus

ty
your people, you have & duty to your

from God's |

Him that sent Him |
life, and shall not come |

Tomem——

God. The word of God is intrusted to
your care, and you ible for

i L. o SO

are P
the use you make of the talents God has
given You must always preach
the religion of Jesus Christ. Very fre
quently we ministers of the Gospel are
ioclined to preach of some sensational
| sunjset in order 1o interest the unedu.
| ested. Gentlemen, do not always preach
| of worldly and simple matters. Taere is
| no more unfortupate error than to lur
| poss that you keep uncultured people
| away from the ohurch by preaching in
| tollootusl sermons. That is not a fact.
[ Toe mann of slight culture has always a
desire for greater oulture, and you may
be sesared that you will not make a
avistake by always feeding the mind
| It will not do to speak to the ear alone,
| for the ear will soon tire of feasting, snd
then will eome a restlessnsss that is not
| sasily removed, The intellect of man
| ia the sense to which you must appeal.
Another hint [ desire 10 give: [ think »
winister should have a special line of
| study to whioh he should always give
attention. That specisity should always
have reference to a religious subject, but
it will expand the mind, and the congre-
gition will be certain to profit by the
result of the study.” .

-
| The Gospel a Power in Africa.

|" 1s the African able to understand
Christianity ? [ do.not know about their
understanding so muoh, but [ know this,
that they feel and tha: they love Chris
| tinnity. Oae of those gaod people whoni
| | had the pleasure of baptizing on that
meworable Saturday morning is no long:
er with us on the Congo. Very soon
after his conversion ' our village black-
smith became: very ill, suffering from
the dreadtul sleep sickness. I used to
£0 into his hut where he was sitting on
the mud floor, and -lm%m‘ himself al-
most to death, and ask him how he was.
#Ab," he smid to me always when [
awoke Lim, “ [ feel better today,” He
was always better when we asked him
how he was. Oae Saturday moraing [
went into his hut, “ Well,” [ said, “how
are you this morning?” “Ah,” he eaid,
“ 1 feel very much better today; but |
shall not live long now.” I him I
was going away on a journey. “Ah,” he
said, taking my hand, “ good bye, good
bye ; I shall never see you again, because
I will be dead before you come back.
Preach the Gospel, preach the Gospel!”
When I cam back in about a fortnight's
time the first news I heard was that he
had passed away. So he is no longer
among his own peopie a witness for
Carist, but he is in the presence of the
angels of God, a witness there that
¢ Ethiopia is stretching forth her hands
unto Heaven.”—Rev. Thos. Lewis.

S - —————

— I wish to say, first, and, indeed, to
make it the keynote of all that follows,
that no Christian man can think of these
years, and of what God hath wrought in
| them, without sentiments of amazsd
thankfulness and rejoiing hope. To
read the story of modern missions is
like another baptism of the Spirit. It is
to be re-inspired with a magnificent con-
fidence in (iod and our religion. It is a
new chapter ot Christian evidences more
cogent lgm any which has been written
since the days of the apostles. Itis as
a breeze from heaven sweeping away the
vapors of depression and doubt, and
making the air clear and radiant with
splendid promise. [t has been well said
that the world never sees God's great
works until they are almost lishe 1
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Even Moses could not see Him until He
had passed by. He does not give notice
of His works, they come_ upon man as &
i surprise, they J;roeeed on unexpected
| lines, they are done by the despised and
| rejected of men——* they grow up as a
| root out of & dry ground.” Men do not
| know the sizs 'and relative importance
| of the things which are taking place be-
[ fore their eyes, they sre absorbed and

excited by the temporary and sensation-
al, by wars and political contentions and
social convulsions. These they say are
making history and changing the face of
the world and they have no eyes for the
| little cloud which is rising above the hori-
zon charged with the full energy of God.
It grows and covers the whole heavens
belfore they are aware of it, and even
then they view it with a dull incompve-
hension, having no conception of all that
it portends.—Reo. J. G. Greenough.

R
Working for Jesus.

All the bright summer afternoon Mary
eat busily sewing. Her companions
were playing upon the lawn. Why did
she not join them? She was making a
dress gown for papa, and wished to have
it finished upon his return home. It
was almost dark when the last stitch
was taken, and Mary carried her work to
papa's room, and placed it on a chair by
| his bedside, with a little slip of paper
| pitined to it, on which was written :
| % For my dear papa, with the love of
| Mary.”
|+ Mary, Mary !" called the girls.
| “Yes, | am all ready,” she answered ;
| and away she ran to join them.
| “How happy you look, after sewing
| all the afternoon, too! Do you like to
| tew for so long a time 7"
| ¢ No; but I have been working to-day
for papa, and it has seemed very pleas
ant. I lovehim so much, that nothing
seems hard I can do for him.”

“ That is what Miss Alice, our Sundsy-
| school teacher, told w replied Annie.
| % She eaid love made labor light.”

“And she also said that it was just so
in working for Jesus,” added Fanny.
“ Working for Jesus; what do you
| mean ?" asked Carrie.

“ That if we love Jesus, we shall seek
| to please Him. If we are kind and lov
| 1ng, and try to do good to others this will
| be working for Him.”
| % Will Jesus be pleased with us if we
] doso 7

“ Yes," said M
papa will be when
have made for him.”

“1 wish that I loved Jesus,” said
Carrie.

“ You eannot help loving Hiwe if you
will only think how much ila loves you.
He died for you,” said Fanny.

“ I think the more we do for those we
love, the better we love them. And if
we will try every day to work for Jesus
in every way that we can, we need not
fear but we shall love Him.”

“ Lot us begin now,” said Fanny; “and
let us ask Jesus to teach us the way that

; more pleased than
® sees the gown I

can please Him best.” s
“ Yes, lot us all try, youand I, to live
every day working for Jesus.”
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