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A special despatch to the Montreal
Star from London, Eng., opens thus-
ly, “‘Year by vear England observes
religion less. No change so marked

the London area.

The people are not. going to church.
Says the despatch, ‘‘“There is not a

will lambaste them in the name
to turn traitors to the hands
formerly fed them, providing

and vicars ride their backs direct
erefore we Socialists do

gious exhorters flirting with us.
have read history, know that the

fall on.

When the ecclesiastic rats leave
capitalist ship we are glad

of

God and religion.” In other wor_ds,
the ecclesiastics are again ;lrepathn:g
t
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not

jump with joy when we see the reli-

We
or-

ganized churches are in for a great
economic cropper, and the ministers
are looking round for a soft place to

We are glad to see the rats leave
a ship we want to see sink..because
then we know the ship is so unsea-
worthy that it is going to go down.
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churches are preparing to hop.
;”‘h:r the coming of the churches to
is not a cause producing

but an effect of the

t pervading the

Primitive Christianity was a move-
of the oppressed for ecomomic
demoeral

was a tic move- ; g
seized by |are told that we are irreligious.
rt!'rt:l. Sine!x Supposing the clergy swung round
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mass of

jong continue. When the system

o lay it to the

continues, they
the robber laws on earth.

Being into the rotten business,

spiritnal services.

robbery continues and the weal
Sup-
reme Being, instead of laying it to
If we pro-
test against dragging the Supreme
we

ean clergy pray that his wealth may

&

the side of the workers and got
thl” 3¢ iving ity o s
of ser-

z They | preaching of morality, the
o men to do their duty

When the fendal . i render 1
being, the their or | Vio=s “eet the workers into _some
with |public place where the “light was

carry through the deal. :
Suppose the preachers tried to
teach us some such hymn as the
above suggested. The workers would
not stand for it. They know that if
they want angel cake or plum pud-
ding they have to hustle for it. If
they want sirloin steak, they have to
hike to the butcher for it. And they
have to have the wherewithal, ob-
tained by hard work, to pay the
butcher.

You see the working class produce
the wealth. The master class do not.
The workers know where the mater-
ial necessities of life come from. The
master class, if they know, are
ashamed to say it. So the master
class steal from the working class
and lay. it on to the Supreme Being,
while the working class produce
what they themselves consume, and
also what their masters and their
masters’ priests consume,

When the priests and preachers,
| therefore, try to step  on to the
shoulders of the working class and
tell them they ought to support
their spiritual advisers in order that
the Supreme Being may furnish them
houses, to live in and beef to eat and
clothes to wear, the workers will re-

ply, ‘““Get out, you've got things
twisted. What we get we have to
uy, and if we've got no work, we

starve. God don’t feed us. We feed
ourselves.”
The workers also know that God
does not paralyze the parasite, any
more than He kills the African with
the dum dum-bullet. If the workers
want to paralyze the parasite, they
have gat to do it themselves by
strikes and by political action. God
won’t raise wages nor shorten hours
nor make the landlord put new floors
in the place of rotten boards. Fin-
ally they kmow God won't abolish
the master class. The workers have
to do the job themselves.

RELIGION

The above articles are not an at-
tack on religion. If we confound

X

isms for religion, then every attack
on -an-institution is considered to be
an attack on religion.
tacks are not religious attacks. They

hinder the progress of the race, and
which shroud the broadening spint
of h ity in swaddling clothes.

from the control of its hierarchigs.

In primitive times the religious ele-
ment was large, because the scientific
element was small. The thunder and
lightning, the storm, the flying
birds, the winking of a frog were all
religious portents and the doings of
the gods.

not only the religious adviser. He is
also the doctor and the lawyer. Men

the gods,

es offend against the 8.
The Romans were practically

first people to distinguish between

first ‘fas’ and the second ‘jus.’

today.

gol.thhlincwithth\

hierarchies and conventional moral-

But such at-

are attacks upon those things which

Humanity has advanced by escaping

of

In early civilizations the priest. is

are sick because they have offended
and men who do wrong
according to the customs of the tim-

the

divine and human law. They calle%}tl.he

ey
took the handling of the laws out of
the hands of the priests and placed
it in the hands of lawyers. The sys-
tém of jurisprudence was built in the
light of reason which is the basis of
the law of all the Latin countries

Medicine was taken out of the

the life after death, and the media-
tion between the spirits f heaven
and the souls in men.

The preaching of morality is slip-
|ping away from the church. With
|the modern seience of economics, it
{has been discovered that morality is
{not a umiversal thing, but that it is
!a class thing. Thus the workers
thave one standard of morality and
the masters have another. scab
is the hero of the mastér while he is
the accursed of the worker. If the
sﬁn’ritp:l adviser preaches a morality
pleasing to the , the workers
leave his churcl), and if he preaches
working class /ideals, the masters
leave. So he preaches a hodge podge
mess which can be referred to no
standard of ethics.

There remains the question of life
after death, the comforting of the
dying and the cheering of those be-
reft of the loved one, and of man’s
relation to the eternal. Even here
the functions of the church are being
invaded by sciemce.

The study of comparative religions
has beeén carried on by earnest stu-
dents and they have investigated and
colleeted the phenomena which are
common to all religions. They have
sifted the accidental from the cen-
tral facts around which the religions
have been built. Societies for Psych-
ical Research have been at work
studying apparitions, thought trans-
ference and ogher allied phenomena.
Scientists have been studying the
question of mediums and the mater-
ialization of the dead. A whole lit-
erature has grown up upon the ques-
tion of man’s survival after death.
These books have been written by
men who have approached the ques-
tion from a scientific point of view.
Alfred Russell Wallace, co-doscoverer
with Darwin of the theory of evolu-
tion, has declared that the fact of
man’s survival after death has been
proved as much as any other scien-
t.iﬁc truth. Sir Oliver Ladge, Wil-
liam Crooks, Frederic Myers, Wm. 1.
Stead and a host of other men have
approached this question from an in-
vestigating spirit and they declare
that we do survive death. So even
the death-bed functions of the eccles-
iastic is being shorn from him by
the discovery of ascertained facts.

'l'h.ere remains the question of
man'’s relation to the supreme being,
which the religious leaders still claim
as their prerogative. Even this the

common man is denying as their
right. For the common man has
been studying evolution. He has

learned how life, implanted on the
earth in primitive form, has through
the ages grown and branched and be-
come more and more complex till all
the orders of animal life on this
planet have developed to their pre-
sent state. In spite of all the ad-
verse forces of nature, all the de-
strugtive epochs in geological his-
tory, all the fightings of animals
with animals, all the wars and pes-
tilence which afflicted primitive trib-
es of man, all the cruelties and
slaughters and religious persecutions
of historical ages, he has seen that
the life force has pushed onward
marching from triumph to triumph.
He begins to see that (he intelli-
gence or power moving the universe
which was at work millions of years
before the ecclesiastic appeared on the
scene, can be trusted to carry us on
to higher heights of evolution, and
that the meddling parson who seeks
to tell us what is God’s relation to
us, ninety-nine times out of a hund-
red is speaking from a monumental
ignorance as to whut the plans of
the Eternal are.

We are not departin- from the. re-
ligious spirit, we are coming into it.
We are arriving at that age when
every man shall be his own priest.
The age of knowledge is replacing the
age of faith. The doctor knows med-
icine, the lawyer knows law, the
economist knows morals, the scienti-
fic investigator is slowly winning
knowledge of our state after death,
when the spirit has sloughed off the
trammels of the flesh.

A comrade in Vancouver denies
the statement of the Encyclopedia
Britannica that the ethics of Social-
ism and of Christianity are identical.
He says that the ethies of Christian-
ity are low, while those of Socialism
are high. He forgets that the capi-
talist class has captured organized
Christianity and made it a stench in
the nostrils of -all decent people, just
as the feudal lords captured it and
made it a stench in the middle ages.
There is no grander story in the past
history of the- world than the story
of primitive Christianity. The ideals
of the brotherhood of man and econ-
omie equality therein preached caus-
ed the common people to flock to it,
and Christ was killed because he stir-
red up the multitude and caused the
rulers to fear the rise of the people
against their thievery. Because of
the equality and brotherhood doc-
trines, the slaves of Rome flocked to
Christianity and all the horrors of
martvrdom and proscription were
showered upon the Christians by the'
terrified rulers and exploiters of that
day. Modern Christianity, with the
politicians and eapitalists and financ-
iers and the modern ‘‘respectable’’ el-
ement oceupying the pews our
churches bears thé same relation to
primitive Christianity that maggoty
meat bears to rare roast
Christianity has departed from the
churches of Canada. wherefore the
common people are departing from
the churches. When the churches be-
gin to preach economic justigg ‘they
will again grow in respect.
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Far off Governments Look Good to
- ——
A comrade of Mission City, B.C.,'
requests that Cotton’s give an art-
icle on New Zealand government, and
about Australia

says that a little

would not hurt. =
declares, ex] in t neigh-
borhood upon mm

reports are
fakes. Capi rules in both
countries, and the same ruthless

means to suppress strikes and to pile
up profits are adopted. Advancing
capitalism is shoving the workers
down into the usual misery.

NEW ZEALAND.

As to New Zealand, the Maoriland
Worker, published at Wellington, N.
Z., declares, “In the past, it is true,
owing largely to certain 'oeal condi-
tions that cannot now be set forth,
the wage-earner here did enjoy con-
ditions somewhat superior to those
enjoyed in older lands. But. those
days have passed, with the result
that the average worker is up
against it here as elsewhere. Ves,
the old story about New Zealand be-
ing a paradise for the workers is
badly punctured. It has heen shat-
tered by the onward march of capi-
talism.”

Those ' conditions largely rcsulted
from New Zealand being a new coun-
try. - The reform laws which were
hailed as so wonderful had little to
do with the prosperity. The scarcity
of wage workers formerly iorced ‘the
price of labor up, as it does today
in certain few parts of the Canadian
west. But competition among job
seekers have changed these condi-
tions.

The wonderful laws of New Zea-
land prevented large land holdings by
taxing the big estates. There was
much government ownership.. The
railways were and are government
owned. There was and is compuls-
ory arbitration, and legislation re
quiring fair conditions for sheep
shearers. All these loudly hailed
measures do little for the workers.

Charles Edward Russell visited
New Zealand and Australia a couple
of years ago. He found both coun-
tries highly exploited by the capital-
ist class. Cheap railway fares in
New Zealand did not Leneit the
workers. The ecountry was in the
grip of a steamship combine and a
bank monopoly which plundered the
small scale producers and -xploiters.
The model houses of the municipali-
ties were too expensive for the wage
workers who were huddled in slums
just like in other countries. Russell
pronounced the capitalist reforms as
huge fakes.

Let us examine the facts concern-
ing this marvelous country as shown
in one issue of a Socialist publica-
tion, the Maoriland Worker above

uoted.
The debt of New Zealand is $400,-
000,000. With a population a little
over a million, it has a larger debt
than Canada with a population of
over seven millions. It ‘is drained of
$13,000,000 interest on its public
debts, most of which goes to Brit-
ain. The government has announc-
ed an increase in rates on its rail-
ways in order to pay 3} per cent to
the bondholders. The government
owns the railway and owes the pur-
chase price and construction price of
the railways upon which -the para-
sites still get unearned revenues.
New Zealand has a consciption act
in force. This was passed in 1909,
and amended in 1910. Children as
well as grown men are forced to
learn the art of murder. This law
has added $3,000,000 to the debt and
the burden is constantly increasing.
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Hosewho Belive CptalistPress

ago. . There was some hocus-pocus
S
Tepresent

broken into, the union safe was chis-
elled open with the aid of the police,
the money stolen and the private
letters of the union published by the
capitalist press. Many of the strik-
ers were pursued by whi
scabs and had to flee for their
assaults innumerable were commit
by the scabs and the women-folk

the strikers were threatened with
nameless atrocities. Strikers were
imprisoned in the Waihi lock-up and
subjected to unprintable jeers. Oth-
ers were. railroaded to ,..f'fr'u gov-
ernment refuses any kind of an im-
vestigation, after the manmer of the
ide outfit in the case of the
railway construction workers in Bri-
tish Columbia.
The New Zealand “‘Paradise for
the workers” is a le myth
originated and maintained by  the

capitalist press.

bor government which has

many reform laws. But capitalism
has its grip on the country and the
workers suffer. In the coming

tions the Liberals have put forth a
platfiorm as radical as the labor
party platform. They are willing to
grant like reforms. The labor party
holds power only by bowing to the
will of the capitalist class.

In Australia the labor' party main-
tains a compulsory arbitration sys-
tem. In Sydney fifty-seven slaugh-
terers’ assistants have been fined
from $15 to $50 for going on strike
in opposition to the decision of the
Wages’ Board. To show how react-
jonary this is, we need only point
out that the sly Canadian Lemieux
Act does not demand compulsol

low it or mot in Canada.
ish exploiters would like to have a
Lemieux Act in England, but Sir
Geo! Asquith has told them that

G TO THE REVOLUTION-
ARY TEMPER OF THE WORKERS
the act with its thirty days notice
of a strike’” would not be workahle.
From these facts it can readily be
seen how reactionary the so-called
advanced Australian government is.
Australia has a compulsory mili-
tary service. School boys are forced
to drill or they are flogged and are
now going to be detained in the mil-
itary barracks until their drill is
done. Anyome who knows what mili-
tary barracks are like will know
what disastrous results to school boy
morals will result from being inear-
cerated in these morel pest places. A
military caste is being created and
snobbish officer butcher trainers are
parading the cities in the usual
swashbuckler style. This is the work
of the labor government.

At Wollongong, New South Wales,
a free speech fight is on in which
policemen pull Socialist speakers off
the box and the prisoners are hailed
to court for “‘creating a nuisance.’

In the state of New South Wales,
are 12,000 coal miners. They want
the eight hour day. A labor govern-
ment was in power, yet it did noth-
ing. The outery of labor rose louder
and louder, till the government was
forced to pass the eight hour day in
the lower house. It was thrown out
by the upper house. Of the four la-
bor members cﬁhnnun by the labor

it .

73 boys have been jailed for ref

to drill, 50 men have also been jail-
ed, while thousands have paid -fines,
and other thousands have refused to
serve, with the government not dar-
ing to touch them.

The law to protect the sheap shear-
ers is flagrantly disobeyed by “ the
masters. The shearers are compelled
to sleep on the floors of sheds with-
out any bunks at all. The bosses
laugh at the awards granted the
shearers. In one case Campbell, M.
P., laughed® at the agent of the
shearers . on his Peka Peka station,
declaring that the award was not
worth the paper it was written on.
If shearers insist on their legal
rights, they are blacklisted. But the
law is enforced against the workers,
just ‘as the Lemieux Act is used in
Canada.

In this ‘“Paradise for the Worker
there is compulsory arbitration. As
usual the law is crooked and made
for a crooked purpose. A handful of
workers ean apply for an arbitration
board, and all the workers are bound
by the award. Such a law can be
used and is used to compel a major-
ity of dissatisfied slaves to submit
to the wage which a handfu] of tame
and obsequious slaves are content to

accept.

Besides all this, there is the illeg-
al use of the police to smash-strikes.
At Waihi, N.Z., is a famous gold
mine. $50,000,000 in-gold has  been
taken out, of which $22.500,000, or
almost one half, has been paid in di-
vidends— Every week $57, is tak-
en out in gold, of which -$25875 is
paid in dividends. As the normal
number of employes is 1,100,  this
means that for every employe work-
ing $23.52 goes to the parasitecap-

gover v in the
upper house NOT ONE DEFENDED
FHE EIGHT HOUR BILL. The
whole four of them absented them-
selves while the bill was up for
slaughtey.

Cotton’s has exposed the banking
graft of Canada. In Australia the
banks are just as rapacious. There
are twenty-one of them there. The
labor government proposed the estab-
lishment of a Commonwealth Bank.
With a Commonwealth Bank run by
the government it was considered
that competition with the private
banks could be carried on and drive
them out of business. @ Then the
stateowned bank - controlling - credit

could be used to beat down the
trusts and establish publicly owned
utilities to be run for use and not

for profit. The government named
an obscure financial hack named Mil-
ler as “‘Governor’’ of the national
bank at a salary of $20,000 a year.
After being chosen, Miller declared,
“l intend to make the national own-
ed bank a strength to othér banks."”
A few weeks later Miller published 2
statement of the operation of the
nationally owned bank, showing it
was lending money to the private
banks. When questioned en these
transactions, Miller haughtily deelin-
ed to answer, saying the bank was
to be free from ‘political influence.
Thus the national bank lends to the
private banks and the private banks
lend to the trusts to help them ex-
tend their operations, and the ma-
tional bank, instead of fighting the
trusts for the benefit of the people,
is hand and glove with the trusts
against the people.

governments are ‘‘paradiges’’ for the
workers if we are green enoug!

italists each weel
A strike began there seven months

believe the capitalist press.

to.
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Faroff hills look green, and faroff
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