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Deficit Due To The 
Handling of Funds By 

Former Government

with the levying of taxes for school pur- 
the equipment of buildings, and nposes,

the taxation of non-resident owners of 
real estate, including marsh land, river 
island land or interval land.

Mr. Baxter did not think it was neces­
sary to repeat the entire section of the 
Act, as the insertion of the amendments 
only would serve the purpose.

Hon. Mr. Murray said he would of­
fer no objection to that being done.

Mr.,Young said that all those who had 
to do with school business were not law­
yers and in his opinion the whole sec­
tion should be repeated. ,,v"

Hon. Mr. Foster said he could appre­
ciate the remarks made by the honor­
able member for York ; still he thought 
it might be well to act on the suggestion 
of the honorable member for St. John 
county and eliminate the section.
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Hon. Mr. Foster Introduces It 
In Legislature Fredericton, April 3—There was considerable amusement In government 

circles today over the comment of the opposition press on the report of the audit­
or-general and the public accounts.

«Money of the people frittered away for a most Imperfect return, extraordi­
narily large deficit, expenditure Increased apparently without justification and 
without results In any way commensurate with the expenditures”—these are 
some of the comments, and the government members heartily agree. For once 
the members of the administration party and the opposition are In perfect ac­
cord. The reason Is simple, the expenditures which fully justify these comments 

made by the late government which now constitutes the opposition.

* MANY IIWVEMENTS
I

Mr. Dickson Introduces Power 
Company’s Bill—Budget to Be 
Brought Down on Next Friday

Marsh Lands Assessment.
Hon. Mr. Murray said he had an 

amendment which would provide for the 
assessment of marsh lands owned by 
non-residents in the parish of Moncton 
in the parish in which they were sit­
uated.

Mr. Mersereau thought that the sec­
tion should be amended so as to apply 
to all parts of the province. It migt 
also more clearly define marsh lands 
and intervale lands. He knew of cases 
in his own country where non-residents 
had refused to pay taxes on school 
lands. ,

Mr. McGrath endorsed the remarks 
made by the honorable nJember for Sun- 
bury. „

Mr. Baxter said that the term “marsh 
lands” applied only to such lands as 

dyked to protect them from

were

public works department. The old gov­
ernment did not pay even ordinary inter­
est charges, and $88,661 is carried over 
on this account. Then there are such 
items as Jordan Memorial Sanitarium, 
$6,881; agriculture, $6,886, and even fish, 
forest and game, had unpaid bills of $4,- 
600. The accounts, which really show 
how little money the present govern­
ment had to spend, are those relating to 
permanent works, etc. Among the ex­
penditures incurred prior to Oct. 81,1916, 
which are included in this year’s aco- 
counts are such large sums as permanent 
bridges, $428,679; permanent roads, $884,- 
066; special roads Improvements, $82,- 
787, and Jordan Sanitarium dam, $6,600.
Traveling Expenses.

Mention has been made of traveling ex­
penses. A single instance shows how 
they compare. Hon. Mr. Veniot last yea* 
incurred $1,206 on this account, but it 
included travel over 7,000 miles of road 
on inspection trips to every part of the 
province. His predecessor, Hon. B. F. 
Smith, managed to charge up $688 for 
the winter months of the same year, 
when practically no road work was in
P ™n'practically every account burden of 
expense and particularly the expendi­
tures for which inadequate returns can 
be shown, is found chargeable to the pre­
vious administration. In charging that 
the accounts show extravagance and 
waste of public money, the members of 
the opposition and their press are accus­
ing themselves.

The fiscal year for which the accounts 
were submitted dates from Oct. 81, 1916, 
to the end of October, 1917. It was quite 
late in 1917 when the present govern­
ment took office and it was on June 28 
when the house prorogued, after the first 
session of the new legislature. The in­
coming administration had contract for 
only the later part of the fiscal year. The 
expenditures they made were largely 
controlled by arrangements entered into 
by their predecessors.

That there is a deficit irf due to the 
reckless handling of the public funds by 
the old government, and it is a burden 
from the former administration for which 
the present government is in no way re-
SPThat the Foster government had noth­
ing to conceal is shown by the frank and 

in which the financial

Assembly Chamber, April 3—The 
house"met at 8 O'clock.

Mr. Burchill presented the report of 
the committee on standing rules.

Notices of inquiry were given as fol­
lows:

As to the purchase and distribution 
of sheep by the government.

By Mr. Crocket as to the date of the 
donation made by the province to the 
Halifax relief fuqd.

By Mr. Smith (Albert) as to whether 
the government is to increase the grant 
to school teachers.

Mr. McGrath presented the petition of 
the town council of Newcastle for the 
passage of an act relating to said town.

Mr. Dickson introduced a bill to en­
able the New Brunswick Power Com­
pany to make a temporary increase in 
rates.

Hon. Mr. Smith introduced a bill to 
provide an annuity for James Lynn.
Auditing.

ijr

seawere
W Young objected to a provision in 
the bill which exempted clergymen from 
the payment of a poll tax. He said that

Hoi. Hr. Introduce! . bill S^«SsS£2£5

provide for the auditing of the public from salt water by means of dykes If meat of thecurren^:athe year, 
accounts of the province. In explanation non-resident owners of such lands were 
he said that the proposed bill would re- not taxed in their own districts, the 
place the Audit act passed in 1909. schools in such districts would suffer.
While that act had good features and Hon. Mr. Robinson said that in some 
had worked to the benefit of the prov- instances the owners escaped taxation 
into, it had been in operation for eight both in the district where the land was 
j-ftfre and those responsible for its opera- and in the district where they resided.
"tlon felt that to some respects it could He agreed with the honorable member 
be improved upon. The new bill would for Albert that people owning marsh 
create a control and audit branch of i lands and living in back districts should 
the treasury department and contained assist in the supporting of schools in 
other new features in connection with their locality.
the handling of the public monies of the jjr. Baxter said he could see no rea-
province, which he felt would be an im- son for assessing real estate, other than . ith nf those
provement on the old system. The bUl | in the district where it was situated. jolume of business than L^ble
would provide for the adoption of the Mr Smith (Albert) said he would to ^Westmorland couny.^ ^ supplied
double entry system of bookkeeping and str0ngly object to any change being building in Moncton1w rmmiciDality
made other changes which he felt sure made in the law, as it affected the parish by the municipality readiustmcnt
would commend themselves to the hon- of Hopewell in his county Much of the and the city , t^ke lace
ocable members of the house. marsh land was owned by residents in of finances will ^ P , jt „ith-

Mr. Smith (Carleton) wanted to know the back districts and they should pay between ™unic‘Pahties and c,ty witn
if the bill would affect the status of the the taxes where they reside ™ Vhortt oTa new registfV

Hon. Mr. Robinson said that he could for the esUbhshment of a new registo'
see the point of the honorable member’s office on behalf of the dty - J was
suggestion. The parish of Hopewell had and he consi Scotia the division
a consolidated school and the tax rate reasonable. In Nova Scotia the 
being necessarily high, non-resident land of counties into two regi ry
the?rrassessralentaoutaof0thattd1ktricttln8 Mr? Burchill said he had_no lU-fed^g Hon. Mr. Robinson said he wished to 

Mr Murray (Kings) said he favored against the city of Moncton, b t take the whole responsibility for the
the nrincipletoid down by the honor- that the adoption of this am™ t amendment to divide Westmorland coun-
„ht member of St John county, but he would create a dangerous precedent. It f registry purposes and was glad
?dt t”a” weight shmdd aCh to the would be followed by similar requests V take fhat responsibility. He had
nhiection raised by the honorable mem- from all over the province ii moved the amendment as1 a matter of p0Uce Commissioner William Moore
beffor Albert. which always had been followed was ^ Moncton cit>, If the mem- of South Norwalk, Conn., and six of his

Hon Mr. Veniot said he could see no that the registry office oi uie t hers of the house were opposed he would friends were arrested early in the mom-
reason" for changing the existing law. It shouW be located to the shiretown. bt)w to their will With ail deference to ing ln the offices in the Keeler building, 
had been in existenc esince 1903 and had the division of eoimtiawab m=» . the member from St. John county he where in private life the commissioner
worked satisfactorily. would be a registry believed that the peoplearf Moncton were holds forth as an oculist

Hon. Mr. Robinson said that there had land, no doubt that a secon S £ the best judges of theifosvn convenience. The foUr policemen who made the are, 
been a bona fide request from Moqcton office ije established,, L.nari B The weight of opinion iq the house ap- rests charged the six with gambling and
to amend the act so that marsh land the same, and so on. , _ , ... the peared to be against the amendment, and their commissioner with running a gamb-
would be assessed in the district in Mr. Baxter said he vnrthiimberland. he would withdraw it. They were mod- ling place.
which it was situated. He explained that honorable member r ment would est people in Moncton and did not al- -qiut we were only playing rummy,”
he had prepared an amendment to that, He hoped ,th®* id fti “ to this pro- ways expect to get their rights. Per- Commissioner Moore said to the corre-

consultation with the Pve careful ^deration Vvision of haps if they could serve a probationary sponde„t of the World of New . York.
Westmorland couifty for registry pur- period in St. John they might learn how «There was no money on the table. We 
Westmorlano cqmiiy to » entail to get them. were only playing for the fun of it, and

If the removal Mr. Baxter said the bill had been in- j hope that none of the newspapers with 
from Dorchester was advocated he would troduced as a government measure and the story of it gets to Brooklyn, where 
suOTOrt it as the argument that the the amendment had been introduced by my wife is visiting friends.” 
rentre of ’ population should have the the honorable attorney-general. Yet the «What are you going to do with the 
office carried weight. In St. John the house was told it was not a government policemen who arrested you?’ was ask- 
nmhate and registry offices at one time measure. Perhaps some system of color- ed “If you are innocent, as you say, 
had been together ing could be devised to indicate which are vau going to do anything about it?

They had been separated and the sep- really were government measures.
«ration had caused much trouble to mem- Hon. Mr. Byrne said he believed he - 
bers of the legal profession who had had been perfectly justified in introduc- 
occasion to search titles. In volume of ing the amendment requested by the 
business the Westmorland office was honorable member from Moncton. The 
second to that of St. John. There was opinion of the members of the house 
no necessity for division in St. John and was desired. The honorable member 
none in Westmorland. In the latter from Moncton was looking after his 
county the establishment of a new of- constituents’ interests and for that rea- 
fire in Moncton would cause inconveni- son had taken the action he had. 
ence for many years, on account of old Mr. Baxter said the explanation of 
records being kept in Dorchester. There the honorable attorney-general was cam- 
was no demand for an office in Moncton ouflags for something else which had 
and there was no assurance that even been really intended by the amendment, 
a suitable building would be provided. Hon. Mr. Robinson said he really must 

Mr Peck said the last speaker had apologize on behalf of the city of Monc- 
not touched upon the main point. The ton for taking up so much of the valu- 
present government had started out to able time of the house, 
puftwo officials where one had been be- Mr. Potts said that there evidently 
fore and had to live up to its record. It was no government taking charge of the 
also should be remembered that the reg- affairs of the province. Here was a bill 
istry office at Dorchester had become introduced as a government measure 
vacant and that there were two friends which was later said not be a govern- 
of the government who must be pro- ment bill. The attorney-general had in- 
vided for troduced this and he should have back-

Mr Magee said he did not often dis- bone enough to carry it through. If it 
agree" with his honorable friend from were desirable to remove the court house 
Moncton, but must in this case. He had to Moncton it should.be done. Person- 
been approached by several residents of ally he did not believe in retaining an old 
Westmorland county who had offered system under which it was necessary to 
strenuous objection to any division of go out into the back country to record 
the county in the matter of registry. He deeds.
hoped the amendment would be with- Mr. Magee said he considered the 
drawn. amendment to be a private measure

Mr. Tilley stated he also wished to ob- and not a govemmeht one. He was
opposed to it- So far as criticism of a 
government measure by the government 
supporters was concerned it was well 
that such criticism shquld be made. It 
was no indication of want of confidence 

i in that government.
Hon. Mr. Veniot—They are not used 

to that sort of thing on the other side.
Hon. Mr. Robinson said that on be­

half of the city of Moncton he wished 
to thank the last honorable member of 
the opposition who had spoken, for the 

I kind things he had said about Moncton.
The amendment was withdrawn and 

the bill reported as agreed to.
The house went into committee with 

Mr. Leger (Westmorland) in the chair 
on consideration of a bill to grant relief 
to. destitute people of Halifax.

Mr. Tilley asked what the total 
amount voted Halifax relief was, and 
if it already had been paid.

Hon. Mr. Foster said that a payment 
of $10,000 had been made and that the 
honorable member if he read the bill 
could see that it authorized an additional 
payment of $15,000 if required.

The house took up consideration of 
a bill to amend the act to provide funds 
for the building of permanent highways 
and also of a bill relating to the estab­
lishment of electoral districts and sub-

Some of the Reasons.
An examination of the list of expen­

ditures shows some of the reasons for 
the financial status of the province. Last 
year’s acounts include, for instance, or­
dinary expenditure of $178,641 charge­
able to the previous year, bills which the 
former government had left unpaid when 
they closed the books in 1916. Of tlus 
amount $97,668 was incurred by the n

jecti The fees if the Westmorland of­
fice were just sufficient to pay the reg­
istrar and a division of the county would 
entail expense. ,

Hon. Mr. Byrne said this was not a 
matter of government policy, The hon­
orable member for Monctoh had ex­
pressed a wish to have the amendment 
brought in, and it was desirable to se­

ttle views of the members of the 
The arguments had much

t

1
in,’ and after a minute I opened the door 
and Hunt and Silk and Domey and 
dune came in. Hunt said, "What are 
you doing?* and I said, ‘Playing cards,’ 
and then they said we were under ar­
rest and that I would be held under at 
least $200 bond for running the place.

“They took $25 each cash bail from 
the others, and when they refused to 
listen to anything except to take $200 
bail or so from me, I called up Police 
Judge George H. Vosburgh on the tele­
phone here and asked to be released on 
my own recognizance. I went to a court 
and asked to have all of the cases con­
tinued until Saturday, because I was 
busy with jury duty in Bridgeport. That 
was all right, too. And that’s where the 
matter rests now.

“Oh, sure, I asked the policeman if it
wasn’t good enough that I was polio» __ -
commissioner, but they could not see iL?
Why didn’t I ask them for their war­
rants or their authority?

“Well, I was startled. I thought it 
was a joke at first You see, a police 
commissioner doesn’t expect to be ar­
rested for running a gambling place 
when he sits down with friends to play 
a little game of rummy.”

T~ “Well,” said the oculist-commissioner, 
à cheerful appearing chap in the early 
thirties, with bright dark eyes peering 
through shining pince nez, “Fve got a 
lot of Ink and a lot of official paper, too. 
And there’s nothing that I can see to 
stop me from sitting right down and 
sending the four of them to patrol Peat 
Swamp or some other out-of-the-way 
place.” (Peat Swamp is on the bound­
ary line between Westport and New 
York city.)

“But I never do anything without 
thinking it over first, and I’m still think­
ing,” the commissioner continued. “Right 
row I’m thinking it’s the most amazing 
thing that ever happened to any police 
commissioner anywhere.”

“I have not been able to find that there 
is any chance of action against the com­
missioner or 1 the six others,” said 
Cramer C. Hegeman, dty p 
who was calling on the commis

“In fact, I have doubts right now 
whether the arrests were legal or not 
Either the commissioner or I should be 
consulted.”

“You can be sure I wasn’t consulted, 
the commissioner interjected. “My wife 
was away, and I was just playing a lit­
tle rummy with some friends, and, bang, 
bang! There was a knock at my office 
door, and I said: ‘Who is there?* and a 
voice said, ‘It’s Tom.’

“I recognized"Tom Hunts voice, and 
I said, ‘Just wait a minute. I’ll let you

POLICE ARRESTEDauditor-general, who he pointed out 
could only be removed by a two-thirds 
vote of the house.

Hon. Mr. Foster replied that there 
would be no change in that respect from 
the old act; the duties of the auditor- 
general would be somewhat enlarged, 
he would carry out the accounting sys­
tem and be responsible for the correct­
ness of the accounts.

The bill was read for the first time.
Hon. Mr. Murray gave notice that on 

Friday nejst he would move that the 
house resolve itself into a committee of 
ways and means to consider the grant of 
supply to Ms majesty. He explained that 
he had previously stated that the budget 
would probably be brought down either 

Wednesday or Thursday, but had 
learned that arrangements had not 

eted, so he had fixed Friday

cure 
house, 
weight.
Modest to Moncton.

!
Dee* Not Know What He it 

Going to do to Policeman Who 
Took Him In

as

rosecutor,
ssioner.on

since
been comple
as the dsiy.
The Schools Act effect, but after 

chairman (Leger) he had decided not to 
press it.

The bill was agreed to with amend­
ments.

The house went into committee with 
Mr. Leger (Westmorlaid) in the chair 
aiad took up consideration of a bill to 
amend the schools act. i

Section 1 of the bill gives the chief 
superintendent authority to allow 
not exceeding $100, to such school dis­
tricts as may make provision for the 
instruction of retarded pupils. It also 
authorizes the chief superintendent to 
pay a like sum to a newly licensed 
teacher who may take special training 
at an improved instiution, in order to 
qualify for the work of instructing re­
tarded pupils.

Hon. Mr. Murray explained that the 
bill was being enacted at the request of 
the Educational Department and that 
some amendments had been suggested 
by the: honorable attorney-general. He 
explained that the term “retarded pu­
pils” had reference to those pupils who 
because of illness or non-attendance fell 
beind others in their classes and re­
quired extra training. It was the desire 
of the Chief superintendent that special 
provision be made for this class of pu-
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The Registry Act.
The house went into committee with 

Mr. Lewer (Westmorland) in the chair, 
and took up further consideration of the 
bill to amend the registry act.

Hon. Mr. Byrne said the biU had been 
considered in committee but had been left 
over at the request of the honorable 
member from Moncton, who wished to 
Introduce an amendment. It was his 
desire to have the county of Westmor­
land divided into two sections for the 
purposes of registration, a new office to 
be located in Moncton in addition to that 
already existing in Dorchester. To meet 
those wishes he moved that a section be 
added to the bill establishing a new reg­
istry office in Moncton for a registry dis­
trict composed of the parishes of Salis­
bury and Moncton and Moncton city.

Mr. Murray (Kings) asked for an ex-, 
planation of this division of Westmor­
land county.

Hon. Mr. Robinson said that it was 
recognized to be of great convenience to 
have a registry office located ^n the 
larger centre of population in a registry 
district. In Westmorland if was not con­
venient in many cases to go to Dorches­
ter when it was desired to visit the 
registry office. He knew it would be out 
of the question to ask for the transfer 
of the registry office from that town to 
Moncton, but the establishment of an 
additional office in Moncton would meet 
the situation. Except for the upkeep of 
the office there would be no additional 
expense, and the aggregate business of 
the twp offices would be increased. There 
would be few registry offices in the pro­
vince which yould have a greater

P.M.
a sum

6.60

pil.
Hon. Mr. Foster in reply to Mr. Camp­

bell said that the bill would enable 
teachers to specially qualify for the work 
of instructing retarded pupils.

Hon. Mr. Murray in reply to Mr. Til­
ley said that only teachers who special­
ly qualified for the work would be en­
titled to the extra grant.

Mr. Potts said that while he did not 
believe that teachers were overpaid, he 
scarcely thought it necessary for them 
^Asneclallv qualify for the proposed

The section was adopted with slight 
amendments.

Section 2 of the bill incorporates chap­
ter 60 of the School Act, wich has to do
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/“'vUR guaranteed Life and Endowment Policies carry a Disability Privilege which is the last word in 
t / complete protection. This privilege provides that in case of total and pennanent disability not on y 
does the payment of subsequent premiums cease, but in addition, the Company will pay a monthly income 
of Ten Dollars for each Thousand Dollars of insurance, and at maturity of the policy, 
the full amount will be payable without any deduction whatsoever. This multiple pro­
tection provides for every contingency. Write for full particulars to-day.

districts.
Mr. Murray (Kings) asked what 

change would be brought about by the 
latter bill.

Hon. Mr. Smith said the bill concerned 
the parish of Shediac and would provide 
for five polls instead of three, making 
the polling the, same as for municipal 
elections. The parish was large and 
additional polls were to be provided as 
a matter of convenience for the electors.

The three bills were reported as agreed

The Manufacturers Life Ins. Co.
''~0. CANADA

THE E. R. MACHUM CO., LIMITED. 23
, N. B.Maritime Provinces, tit. to.

The house adjourned at 5.40 p.m.
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25,000-BOYS FOR THE
►

A> *

Soldiers Of the Soil
N army of twenty-five thousand boys from IS to 19 years, inclusîvej 

working on Canada’s farms this summer can produce enough 
food to feed several hundred thousand [fighting soldiers at the

Because soldiers must eat to fight, producing food for them means 
just about the same thing as fighting itself.

Last year eight thousand boys went on the farms of Ontario and this 
year most of them want to go back again.

—And most of the farmers they served with want them back again. 
Why? .

Because those lads went at farm work patriotically, the same as the 
soldiers fight patriotically in the trenches—they took the work seri­
ously because they realized it was for a serious purpose.

And to-day the production of food looms more seriously* impera­
tively urgent than ever before.

Starvation faces millions ‘of people among our 
Allies, and the cry reaches Canada for food, 
more food and yet more food.

This is where Canadian Boys can do, if not a grown man’s part* a 
very manly part, for his country.

Full information, enrollment blanks, etc., from High 
School Teachers, Y. M. C. A. Secretaries, Scout Masters 
and others who take an interest in boys and their welfare.

Enrollment week begins April 8 and ends April 13.
Boys who serve three months on farms will be pre­

sented by the Dominion Government with Bronze Badges 
of Honour which correspond to the Military Service 
Medals of the soldiers.

A
front.

CANADA

CANADA FOOD BOARD
Henry B. Thomson,Ottawa

Chairman.
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The Approach of Spring

\

turns men’s thoughts to a change of appareL 
Wearers of good clothes line up and wend 
their way to where Fit-Reform can be obtained.

WHY? Because they desire the best 
possible in Tailor-made clothes.

Fit-Reform Clothes are peerless—and the best 
proof is your comparison. Let us demonstrate 
to you the essential points.

T

Fil-PefctmFIT-

DONALDSON HUNT
17-19 Charlotte Street 887
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