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It is officially stated that the
ment was orderly, and it is prob-
that it will have more of a sen-

flow far the British lines have been

yithdrawn is not known. It may be,

er, that the German claim of

laking Poelcawile and Langemarck is
o result of tue British retirement.

. " Deepens iglntomuy.

{ The battle, now In its ninth day, has

Bepened in intensity at many points

the curved front from Messines

3 to Meteren. There have been

ts that the Germans have occu-

d the Village of St. Elol, which lies

s than three miles south of Ypres,
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Mt. Kemmel, ‘which is about two and
a half miles north of Wulverghem.
This, also, has not been confirmed.

‘Messines Ridge southwestward the
Germans have flung themselves against
the granite wall of the British defence.
Official and semi-official despatches
have told of the frightful losses infifct-
ed on the attacking masses of troops
:: the British rifie and machine gun

{ ¥ .

On the southern side of the salient
there have beén engagements of some
magnitude, especially east of Robecq,
five miles \northwest of Bethune, where

tish artillery fire and scattered.
Enemy Fails Near Arras.

The line in front of Arras has again
been the scene of fighting, but'here
the British took the offensive and
‘drove the Germans out of British
trenches which had been carried by
the enemy. {

In the Picardy sector there have
been lively artillery engagementy be-
tween the Somme and Oise Rivers,

.t only patrol encounters are re-
ported officially. #

Farther south only rdiding opera-
tions have been going on.

The Turks announce that they have
taken the City of Batum, on the east~
ern shore of the :Black Sea. They
report strenuous fighting before the
Russian defenders of the city were
driven out.

The Macedonian front has - again
become active. Greek and British
troops have advanced and driven the
Teutonic allies from wseven towns
along the Struma River, on the east-

N T W e T

On all the rest of the front from |

the Germans were caught by the Bri- |

ed Troops

TOLL OF SINKINGS
SHOWS INCREASE

Fifteen Vessels, Eleven Over 1,600
Tons, m%m

|
London, April 17.—The loss-
es to British shipping by
mine or submarine in the past
week totaled fifteen, pccord-
ing to the admiralty | report
tonight. : j
Eleven of the merchantmen
sunk were 1600 tons or over
and four under that tpnnage.
One fishing vessel also was
sunk., Twelve vessely were
unsuccessfully attacked.
The arrivals nuymbered
2,211; sailings 2468. ! !
In the previous week only
six Pritish merchantmén were
sunk by mine or submarine,
four of them of than
1600 tons,

IN EAST AFRICAN FIGHT

Gﬂ}mn
Column Near Mahya. i;‘

London, Aprl 17.—The ~$fticial
siatenent on military activiti in
East Afvica says: “On April 5.0pé of
General Northey's columns occupied
Mahua and pushed eastward. On April
11 this column heavily ¢ngaged a Ger-
man main force and inflicted severe
losses on them. On the sasis” day
General Edwards’ troops exeg
iight march and Seized Mo
on April 12 after an all-day
pient, fn which the German lossed were
% was driven in
severa hen - 11

divegido

British Heavily Engage Main

hgage-
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nother Attack is Impending
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Bmuh'}leudquamers in France, April 17~—~An attack is impegding be-
n Bailleul and Wytschaete, We are ma,lntftnm‘ our positions al Boyelles.
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WA PONER BILL

pared to Throw Aside Many
Old Notions.

sondon, April 17—The house of

§ today passed the second reading

lie government’s man-power bill.

Marquis of Lansdowne, dis-

Bing the bill, heartily welcomed
¥ measure,

duty,” he said, “is to help

e the gallant army to th

of our ability. I feel 80

on. this point that 1 am

o/ ready to throw to the winds

Many old notions and antagonisms,
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A harm to consistency or the
of the government.. It would
different under less serious
. stances.
;u‘h?&\lld. however, have wished that
. M® government had fixed the age
limit Jower, and I cannot help think-
I0§ that the” extension of. conscription
B 4 is very doubtful wisdom,
While it is still more objectionable
:“ this part of the question should
hk,d up with home rule.”
Lord"Derby, secretary of state for
+» Mplying for the government,
the gravity of the present
M. Any minimizirg of the
W'ﬂu!d, in his opinion, be dis-
' At the same time, he desir-
= mlzp— that althp one must
A z test anxiety, he was still
t‘:“ Confident as regards the result.
¢ m«; (l'onm'l'ip(ion in Ireland
i : 5 eliecved the government
mﬂt from there a number of
£ men that would more than f£ill

"mlclsuamm sustained since
; eh 21,

uﬂl Priscners
Are Taken by Belgians

i, April 17.—Belgian communi-~ !

his morning the Germans

8 In force our system of ad- |

% POSts between .o Blanckaert
ntht's Ypres railroad and suc-
otlgcuuring a foothold in a

T positions, but ener-

o Nt;g:cr-uttm'lw by our troops

bt} out.  About 600 prisoners

I8 our hands,
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INHOUSE OF LORDS;

d Lansdowne Says He is Pre-

- War News

y orens intense bombardments

tically whole of Lys battlefront,
Evacuation of positions east of Ypres

f‘mbles the British to consolidate their
ne.

Enem
on prac

French troops are now co-operating
;vnh the Bditish on the Wlanders battle-
ront.

Enemy infantry attacks from Nieppe
forest to Wytschaete fail to make pro-
gress.

The Turks have captured Batum from
the Russians after fighting in Trans-
Caucasia,

British, without fighting, voluntarily
evacudte Passchendaele Ridge, in region
of Ypres, including Langemarck and
Poeleapelle,

After gaining a footing in Meteren
and Wytschaete Villages, the British
troops were unable to maintain their
positions there.

CURTAILMENT IN U. S.
OF CLAY PRODUCTS

Washington, April 17.—Further re-
striction of the country’s less essen-
tial industries, which will drastically
limit non-war building operations for
the duration of the war, was an-
nounced today by the fuel adminis-
tration, in the issuance of orders
curtailing the manufacture of’' ten
principal clay products, from 15 to as
high as 50 per cent. Simultaneonsly
the manufacturing program of “This
industry was ordered rearranged and
divided, placing it on the basis of war
industry-

Face brick, common and paving
brick, terra cotta, roofing tile, floor
and wall tile and sanitary ware were
ordered curtailed 50 per cent.; hollow
tile, sewer pipe and drain pipe 25 per
cent.; and stone ware, with the ex-
ception of chemical stone ware, Iis
curtailed 15 per cent. Another new
order curtails the output of enamel
Eware 50 per cent.

BOHEMIANS STARVE.

| Thousands of Families, Especially at
Prague, Have no Food-

|  Washington, April 17.—Thousands
of families in Bohemia, especially at
Prague and vicinity, are starving, ac-
cording to an official despatch from
France today which quoted The Leip-
ziger Volks Zeitung. Last week it
was estimated that there was a de-
| ticit of 100,000 loaves of bread ia

l Prague,

Allied Commanders Feel
Certain Future Attacks
Will Similarly Be Unable
to Break Thru Front--
Not Last Battle.

»

With the ¥rench Army in France,
Aprilt 17—~While the cannon continue
to roar along the battle line there has
for some days been a virtual cessa-
tion of infantry combats, especially on
tae French part of the front. No one

the German push as being terminated.
It is believed that the lull will prove
temporary, and, despite their terrific
losses and the exhaustion of many of
their divisions, it is considered prob-
able ‘that the German general staff is
merely pausing to gather forces for
apother effort and will try to go yet
fartaer in the hope of eventually
breaking thru.

Any such effort is awaited confi-
dently by the allies, whose command-
ers feel certain that it will meet a
similar lack of success,

The correspondent has been able to
glean the prevalent views of the allied
side as to the situatfon. Almost with-
out exception it is thought the pre-
sent battle will have a decisive in-
fluence on the result of the war, but
it would be an error to regard it as
the last battle. There has been a
campaign on the German side to pro-
claim that this immense effort would
result in the allies demanding peace,
but they had not counted on the ten-
acity of either the allied armies or
nations.

As tar as it has gone tihe German
offensive may be lcoked on as a fail-
ute, since none of tne objectives have
been obtaiued ,and thg alued armies
are stll intact, while the Gormans
now, owing to the diminution of their
forces thru casualties, ars in an -~
ferior position to that which they oc-
cup.ed before the battle began. The
¢nly result they can show is the re-
capture of a large tract of country
(ihey ‘themselves devastated, where
|they may be compelied t» dig them-
selves in, They are engaged in doing
this on come parts of their new front,
but uader continual harrying of the
gllied cannon, which are most active
day and night. - In ccnsequence of
the wermans fe'ling all the trees in
the Somme sector before- they re-
treated last year, the French and
British gunners have a perfectly
clear view of working parties. The
Germans may decide, or be allowed,
to remain there until all is in -favor
of the altes, who are awaiting con-
stant increase ol their strength thru
the arrival of American contingents.

A

L {divisions -and
126

he |

‘| stand it the only guestion to be usied

1 in the allied camp, however, regards,

British Army !iasio ‘Hold Enemy
Till 2 Modern Blucher
‘Comes Up.

NO REASON FOR DESPAIR

Gen. Maurice Sayp Only Anxiety
1 Endurance

London, April 17—In summarizing
the general situa on thé British
front, Major-General ¥. B, Maurice
said today: .

“What of the Whole battle situa-
tion? OQur army his been going thru
a very severe straln and that strain
has been reflected at home. The situa-
t.on bhas hadl its criticil moments aml
suill is decidedly anxious. But remor-
ber we have aceépted the principle of
a united fiont and

Playing Ol
‘“The Brit.sh 'grmi
role which 4t oftén ore.
(P isrep ot 1 Bty o
™ e . Multy
the battie of Water] u“l‘ld‘mdredﬁ';ul?
and the situation at n
corresponds to the sit
the great world hatile,

“The British army is under n terrible
t.ammering,  but' pro. - we stand

m’um
playin
Pinyed bft

therd i nd reason for dig-
couragement, \

énor k which the
Iritish army has performed and still
i performing mey he shown by a few
figures. In this battié of Armentiores

the CGermans thus engagod |
roh 21 tboym“,fz:

7 i Hs hrice.
©0f the Germmen divisions which the
British engaged. 23 have been fought
twice and once thrice. . Of ths Cer-
man Adivisions -which the Freénch en-
gaged four have fought twice. Of the
German divisions. whici. the . French
and British engaged together 15 have
Leen fought twice and ona thrice.

“It is unpleasant business stunding
the hammering, But o long 4% we can

1

is: What is happening to Blucher?
What has become of the reserves?

“Altho he Jrench army is larger
than ours we have taken the gtrain of
these battles off them. There is no
reason to be in a state of degpair f
the sitvat/on is regarded from a hroad
point of view gnd if we regard our
great sacrifices rightly as a necessary
part of the great drama.”

—

FIVE RUSSIAN AIRMEN
TO FIGHT FOR BRITAIN

Party of Distinguished Aviators Comes
to Canada Thru Japan,

A Canadian Pacific Port, April 17~
Five Rugsian aviators, officers of the
Russian flying corps, arrived here to-
day on, a transpacific liner to offer
their services to the British Royal
¥lying Corps. They have served on
the Austrian and Rumanian f{ronts,
and all have been decorated for brav-
ery. Col. Duklan, who - heads tae
party, has been wounded three times.

When Russia lapsed into anarchy,
the aviators sald, they resolved to
comeé to Canada. They practically
fought their way out of the country,
they asserted, and after weeks of
hardsiaip reached Japan, where British
consular officers arranged their pas-
sage overseas.

In addition to Col. Duklan the party
is composed of Capt. Rosmahof and
bi:g‘u. Katlarssfski, Petrenki and As-
takof.,

COMMENCE DRVE
ONFO0D HOADERS

Food Board Appeals to All Who
Have Surplus to Return
to Merchants.

Ottawa, April 17.—~The Canada |
Food Board is inaugurating an anti-
hoarding drive in order to prevent
waste of fiour and other food pro-
ducts and also to make available the
largest possible amount of food for
shipment to the allies,

In a statement today the board ap-
peals to all classes who have in their
possession larger quantities of flour
or other foodstuffs than are required |
for current needs, to return these
thru the ordinary channéls of trade.

Merchants are asked as a patriotic
duty to accept such returns at the
purchase price in all cases where
there has been no deterioration.

Warning is given that *all persons
who fail to dispose of excess holdings
of flour, vegetables or any other food
commodities in time to prevent loss
by spoilage, are liable to heavy fine

LI, t breaking and |
providing ‘Blucher i8 marching to the |’
battief eld

or imprisonmergt under the anti-
waste and hoarding order, ‘
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HOUSE TOLD IN SECRET

OF VIT.

HE EMPIRE

| BRITISH GUNNERS BY SMART RUSE

\L NEEDS OF T

|Borden, After Reviewin’j

CAUGHT GERMANS W}TH%IT MASKS

Fired Shells Filled Only With Stinking Composition, |
and Suddenly Changed the Dose.

Paris, April 17.~The. evolution

filling in the alternative spaces wit
Storming attacks are then
clent interval of time has been giv:

discovered that
masks,

surprising form in the present battle,
heavy slowly-dispersing gasés along charted lanes against the enemy,

of the use of gas shells has taken
One new method is to fire

hiquickly dissipating poison fumes,

made by troops who charge when a suffi-

en for the light gases to rise.

The British gunners at one part of the line threw shells charged
simply with a stinking compesition. The Germans after a few hours
is was non-poisonous and.began laying aside their
After t shells had been fired for another 12 hours. there
was a sudden change to poison gases.
caught without their masks and suffocated..

About 2000 Germans were

FRENCH TAOOPS HAVE
JUNED THE BATIH

Haig Says They Are Co-operating’
With His Men on Lys
Battlefront.

/

London, April 17—After gaining a
footing in the viilages o: Met-
eren and 'Wytschaéte,  the British
were forted to make a second retire-

Ament, according to ' ¥leld Mafshal

Haig’s report from France tonlitt.
) . French troops, it is added, have now

| réinforcea the British iines. The text

earls:

practically the whole of . the
battlefront, and 4 1
Nieppe to Wytschaete “were: ollowe
by in‘antry attacks . Al} these at-
tacks haye been repulsed and con.

WEARING OUT OF ENENY

Shortening of Passchendaele Sali-
ent and Giving Up Ground
Has Not Been in Vain.

British headquarters in m,
April 17.~The past 24 hours have been
anything but a good time for the ene-

ing the Cermans to look at the map.
The anewer is: Tell them to look @t

siderable ' losses. inflictfd ~on  the |20

enemy. L

“In counter-attacks, reported in the
morning communique, our Ltroops suc-
ceeded in entering the villages of
Meteren and Wytschaete, but, in the
face of contix hostile attacks,
were unable t& maintain their posi-
tions there.

“French troops are co-operating
with the British on this front, 4

“On the remainder.of the British
front there is nothing to report.”

Toronto

Dr. Hastings will reply today to the
charges of Controller McBride.

Toronto University will confer honor-
ary degree on Lord Reading and Hon.

~Elithu Hoot.

e

H. ¢, Stillwell, treasurer of tl:n
re-i

Rev.
Baptist foreign missions, makes his
port to the board.

The Royal Grenadiers and the Queen’s
Own Rifles begin the\ season of spring
drills next week, ’

The body of Charles H. Stiver, clerk
and treasurer of Markham Township, is
found in Wilcox e,

A great military church parade in com-
memoration of the second battle of Ypres
will be held in Queen’'s Park Sunday,
April 28,

The United -Farmers’ Co-Operative
Company will take a lease of a King
street property, from which to supply
foodstuffs direct from the farms,

m-{ou;”d ‘l‘oru l?’nw -m‘anbou ﬂt‘rg the
Cai n e nary force, are
on furiough, will arrive today, with 234
officers and soldiers invalided home;

The John Gray Construction Company
is blamed by the jury investigating the
death of Willlam Zagg, for not having
proper supervision at r work at the
Swift plant.

The eleventh annual repor. of the
game and fisheries department of the
Dominion Government recommends that
a whitefish and trout hatchery be
established in the Thunder Bay District.

e

Comrade Haight, in his report to the
West Toronto branch of the G.W.V.A.,
concerning a conference in Ottawa, states
that Premier Borflen declared that labor
delegations had advised. the shelving of
the alien question,

PREPARE FOR A RAINY DAY,

The wet weather that promised to
be here yesterday morning was de-
layed somewhere, but it
was bound to come- This
ie a reminder to be pre-

pared.

The Dimeen Co., 140

Yonge street, are offering

special ‘values in men's

raincoats, - direct from

England: Fine Paramatta

raincoats, $950; plain and

tweed = mixtures, $16.50;

gabardines, $2250 to $27.50;

civil and military trench

coats, $26.00, $30.00 and

$45.00, ‘These are all good coats, and

can be recommended for their dura-
bility, and guar waterproof

\

would infinf sooner bo withou
The bitter intensity of the fighting
lulled during the forenoon, the hurri-
cane artillery duel subsiding.to &pas.
modic cutbursts with long interva's of

ve ‘glm. o

We have en numerous prisoners
in the laet two days. ) :

There are indications thatzan attack
is coming bhetween Bailleul and Wyt-
schaete. At. Boyelles, south of Arras,
there was 4 sharp conflict yesterday
afternoon and night, but quiet seems
to be restored there, our positions re-
maining the same. An unexpected in-
fantry attack followng flerce shelling
of Villers-Brettonneux did pot mater-
jalize and the enemy did not attempt
an «W‘um.

MILITIA REGIMENTS

Grenadiers and Queen’s
Own - Start Next
Week.

Royal

At least three of the Toronto city
militia regiments have decided Adefi-
nitely to holl spring drills, Two of
them wil commence the regular drill
veason during next week.

Lieut~Col. J. Cooper Mason, D8 O.,
0.C., the 10th Royal Grenadiers,
stated last night that the regiment
had decided to “carry on” during the
spring season, and that the first regu-~
lar parade wonld take place on Thurs-
aany, April 25,

A spring drill scason for thz Queen's
Own Rifles was unanimously decided
upon at a meting of the officars of
that regiment called by Brigadier-
General Sir H, M. Pellutt and held at
the armories yesterday afternoon. ’l'h]al
first parade of the spring season wi
be held naxt Wednesday night, Dur-
ing tie summer seacon the Q.0.R,
members will hold muskstry practics
at the long Branch ranges.

When the decision of the Grena-
diers and the Queen’s Own to drill
this spring was brought to the notice
of Lieut.-Col. W. &, Dinnick, com-
manding officer of the 109th TRegi-
ment, he said: “We have been cari®-
ing on our instructional work-—nc.o.'s
| training classes and officers’ training
| classes—all the winter, and we intend
to parade this spring. But we have
been waiting for the meeting of com-
manding officers to have been called
| by Brig.-General Sir Henry Pellatt.
1t was our_ intention to have paraded
last Monday, but we deferred the
parade until after the meeting.”

No plans have been made as yet
by the 48th Highlanders to have a
epring drill season. This was the
statement made by the regiment's
commander, Lieut.-Col. C. W. Darling,
last night.
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the Situation, rcim Out
Extreme Gravity and Em-
phasizes Need of Canada
- Providing All the Assist-

ance in Her Power.

Ottawa, April 17.—The ‘house of
comnmens met in secref session foe two .
Lours this afternoon. FPeyond members
und oificials of the house, there were
1resent merubers of the senats only

Toe following report of the pro-

sued tonight under the authority of
the Speaker: b
! minister, on a motion to
go into committee of supply, made @&
Tull statement, surveying presant war
tion, the supply and production of
hant shipping and
with special reference to the man~
power position of the British Empire -
"13 %‘m the ment,
e ¢ govern
being inipresscd with the desir :
ot giving to the house the fullest pos-
:clbl&” m{m"nn.m’m:;“ had b od
pri mindgter
K:ngdom n’? in‘ention to move for a
wecrat session, and had requested from
Tloyd  Georgs a statemoent -
ent-positirn whi e mads
m to the house. TLiloyd George's
‘message in response to this requost
was then road. . B ¢
Premicr on Situation.

Y

tmtn:ns.thﬂum ”t‘ldon thool m' in
ago in the .

addition of large numbers of Amro-
Hungarian  troops—considering | all
these factors the Russian withdiawal
had increased the potential enemy
strength on the western front, includ-
ing Italy, by possibly as many as 1,-
600,000 men without tak into ‘ac-
count the reserves which would other-
wise have beem necessary for the Rus-
sian front, ;

Enormous Sacrifices,

France had made already enormous
sacrifices, and she would continue her
heroic and glorious éffort to ﬂu end,

The government of the United i
dom ad accordingly initiated
most drastic measures for maintain-
ing their effective forces and provid-
J‘nc the necessary reserves for the fu-
~ture, 2

ane military effort already made by
the United Kingdom, krance and the
Dominion was snown by means of de-
talled confidential informaton as to
the strength of the forces which have
ibeen raised by each, ;

As to the position confronting this
Dominion, 1t was apparert that an
aftack upon the Canad.an army corps
in full furce must be expected, No
one could say wien, but in view of the
sirategic value of their positon .uere
could be no doubt they must be pre-
pared to meet ary attack launched by
the enemy, and the country must be
prepared  to - provide the reintorce-
ments to make good al) losses, The
government had been i communica-
tion with the overgeas milftary autnore
ities, and as the result/ of the most
careful consideraiion the clear con~
camsion had been reached that if the
Lanadian army corps wes to be main-
tained as an effective fighting force,
additional measures must be taken,
The Canadian army corps must e
maimtained; no one; could question
that. There was thércfore no other ai-
ternative before the government but
Lo propose further measures {or re-
cruiting the needed reinforcements,
These measures had been formulated
and announced.

The Shipping Situation

With regard to tne snipping situe-
tion, the prime minister pointed ot
that allied and neutral ocean~going
tonnage, estimated wt 33,000,000 tons
at the beginning of the  war, had
been reduced at the end of 1917
by a net los sof 2,600,000 tons, that is,
about 8 per cent.; while British ton-
nage, considered separately, had suf-
fered a reduction of 20 per cent., the
tonnage being 18,000,000 tons at the
outbreak~{ war and the net loss, tak-
|ing into account new construction as
in the other case, being 3,500,000 tons,

The strain on British shipping was
illustrated by a citation of the very
large progortion which is devoted to
the special war services of the army,
navy, the allles and the British do-
minions. The result was a very ser-
jous reduction in the amount available
for supplying the United Kingdom with
its essential foods and materials, and
the saerifices imposed upon the people
©of Great Britain could not be overe

stated. The shipbullding program of

teedings at the secret session was fs=

situation, trea/ing of the military posi=
foodstuffs and. the problem of mer~



