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branch of knowledge; but when I learned
that their derision had reached such a point
that they would not even examine it, and
that Spencer had declared in so many words
that he had decided against it on a priori

grounds, while Huxley had said that it did
not interest him, I was bound to admit that,

however great they were in science, their

action in tlu3 respect was most unscientific

and dogmatic, while the action of those who
studied the phenomena and tried to find out
the laws that governed them, was following
the true path which has given us all human
advance and knowledge. So far I had got
in my reasoning, so my sceptical position

was not so solid as before.

It was somewhat reinforced, however, by
my own experiences. It is to be remem-
bered that I was working without a mediiun,

which is like an astronomer working with-
out a telescope. I have no psychical powers
myself, and those who worked with me had
little more. Among us we could just muster
enough of the magnetic force, or whatever
you will call it, to get the table movements
with their suspicious and often stupid mes-


