
216 GEOr.OGT.

sonablo to suppose that there may be such oeeasionj^. That
every emergency must have been foresnen, aiiil that it might

have been provided for f)y the divine prescience, so as to

have rendered any direct interposition of the divine power
unnecessary, i.s readily admitted; but the f|uestion is not,

>vhal might have been doiie, but what wouhl have been pro-

per; and as we have been created by the divine power, an«l

are wholly dependent upon the divine bounty, it may be use-

ful to us, from time to time, to Ik reminded of this; and no-

thing can make us more sensible of our dependence on God,

than to see distinctly that the laws of nature themselves are

in his j>ower; and this is placed beyond all doubt by the dis-

coveries; of Geology.

[n the compositiii and structure of the crust of the earth,

we meet with freqiuMit and decisive proofs, either that the

laws of natiire have been dilTerent from what tliey are at

I>rc.scnt, or that if they were the sajue, they were at times

i-aunteracted by intluences which are not no\v in operation.

The uniform tendency of the law.^ of nature, so fnr as we
huvo the ability and means of ascertaining it, is to j)reserve

every thing in thv. same stat<^, or at least froni aiiy perma-

nent change. There are many estaMished cycles in nature,

but they are ri',,iilar and uniform in their respective; courses.

They are exact rcpetition.s of one another, without any real

deviation; and we can tell at the comnuMiccment of any one

of them, how hmg it will move in a certain direction, and

when it will return to the starting ])oin(; and it is iVcui on.'

«'xperiencc of thiri undeviating u!iif irmity in the «)i)erations

of untm*e, that we have come to the conclu<io!' tnat like

cause,* will always j)roiluce like efll'ct.-^, and that hke etl'ecti

have always been produced by like cnu-icg—that the chain

of sequence.s has always been, and will always cnntiuuir tn

bo uninterrupted. iJut when wo oxauiino llm ji«st history

of the earth, our confidence in the soundness of this conclu-

sion nui-t be shaken, for in ancient times the operations of

n:itur(5 ha^e tended ha nmch to imj)ortant change'^, as they

now tend to prevent all sudi changes. •< Amid all the n-
volutious of nature," suys Professor PInyfair, «' the econo-
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