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And now, in temporarily closing thip " troductory view,
it strikes me t,f at some explanation of ,l^ -osition which I
hold, and havoHO long persistently he ^

, is mlled for, or at
least may not be out oi place. Every oiiy knows that I
was a member of the old liberal party of Canada in the days of
the Union of the Provinces,—that by it I was made Represen-
tative of Toronto, the Metropolitan constituency, in the first
parliament of the Union—and that, in thia way, I had a hai.a
in carrying through a!l our great Provincial Eeforms,—Re-
forms which were consummated before some of those who are
loudest in usurping for themselves a monopoly of the libcal
name had arrived in the Province.

I subsequently found that, both at home and in the colony,
the individuals now on the stage as Liberals had borrowed from
RoBESPiEKK hife fatal doctrine which, for the greater promi-
nence, I placed at the commencement of this explanation—
'[perissent les GolanieapHtot qu'un principty They regard
Government as a bundle of theories rather than as a Trustee of
great national interests,—a conspiracy of men rather than an
embodiment ofparty principles. They will not recognize the
employment of its own peopl^ r. thejvrst question in the
Pdit/ioa of every coimtry, whet r ii is an vndependcmt coun-
try, &r a colony, but they make tueir primary questions things
of secondary importance, such as forms of Government and
questions as to the internal machinery thereof. liiese, at best,
are only questions of machinery, or modes, or means. And
they set enf-ely to one side the only (question of paramount
importance to the people, viz: immedzatel/y and permcment-
ly toaeowre the elevation and independence of our own
people's circumstances. At the past periods alluded to, my
inind was impressed (as it still is) with the feeling that
it is of vital importance, both for the Mother Country
and her Colonies, that these heartless theories in regard
to our industry be abjured. But at that time a man
was at once set down as a tory Monopolist who dared to pro-
fess patnotic \iew8 with regard to the employment of the
people. And my mission on both sides of the Atlantic seemed
to me to be to assist in rolling back this prejudice that had
been created in the minds of the public—that a man's beinr
patriotically anxious to protect his o^ti country's industry
was inconsistent with his being of the most liberal politics.
My industrial doctrines are, and ever have been, those con-

ceived by the public to be contrary to my personal interests
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