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iiitlic StaiiiicoFO^ r>co. 1st, com nonly styled the Black
Acf, ill vviiicli it is, luiumj; other tlun;i;s, enacted, " Tiiat
if any [lerson oi- persons, being armeil vvitli swords, fire-

arms, {)v othev offensive weapons, and having his or their
faces hl.ickcd, or being nthericise dis^^iiised, shall appear
in any forest, chase, pirk, paddock, or other gronnds in-
closed with any wall, pale or other fVuice, wherein any
deer have been, or sh ill be usually kept, or in any hi^h
road, open heath, common or down, §^c. every person so
ollending, being thereof lawfnlly convicted, shall sulFer
death, without the benefit of clergy, &c."
That severe act was intended for' the preservation of the

public peace, and the protection of private individuals.
But, not only the statute but the common law also are prac-
tically repealed, I>y the prevailing fashion, countenanced
and ccmnived at.as it has been. A person thus attacked may
naturally en<Migh conclude that the law of nature, author-
ising self-defence, at the discretion of the party injured,
takes place in these cases ; and rather than submit to pub-
lic derision and disgrace, may protect himself by such
menus as happen to be within his power.
Under that impression, not long ago, a person who was

the object of a Charivari, in one of tlie Townships of the
Midland District, or some of his friends, fired upon the
rioters, and several shots took effect, although not fatally.
In the district of \ew- Castle, within two or three years
past, one of a party concerned in a Skimmington not* was
mortally wounded, and fell a victim to the mobish custom,
lam fjir from justifying a resort t(> such desperate modes

of defence; but 1 entreat every nvuler of these remarks
to con iider seriously, that when he joins in an unlawful
euterprize against his neighbour, he jMits himself out of the
protection of the law, and becomes answerable, civilly
and criminally, for any couserpiences, however fatal, that
may ensue. A masked rahlde, in the night^mholdened
by a hope of concealment and impunity, excited by mu-
tual emulaiion and tlie anplauses of spectators, and, per-
haps, stimulated Iw spirituous linufn's^ may tk».o('eed to
excesses, beyond their first intm'^ion ; and every one of
the party is guilty of the whole outrage.


