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yenr. Dopb tJie hon. gentleman pay so very

bad a coniplltnont to his own policy ns to

think thoro would bo no natural IncrouHe at

nil 1 Let us look nt the rate of Increase and
compare It with that In the mother country,

and let us return to that test which I have
always pointed to as ofTorlnK the best pofwlbli?

guarantee for a nation's real progress. 1

pointed out the other evening that In old

Canada, that Is to say in the five old pro-

vinces, oiu- total Increase during the last ten

years had bceti barely 7,' per cent. I turn

to the rc^tuniH for lOngland and Wales, and I

find that while, with our idmost imllmltcd

amount of vacant land In Ontario and Que-

bec, at any rate, and also some of the Mad-
time provinces, nil we Increased in that de-

cade was 7 ; per cent, In England from 1801 to

1871 the increase was 13 1
per cent, and from

1871 to 1881 It was 14', per cent, and
for this last period the Increase Is

ns nearly as possible 12 per cent. So that,

practically H|)eaking, the increase In England
and Wales—an old country, a eoinitry which

loses a great many of Its population by emi-

gration—has been in some decades twice

as much as that which took place in our old

provhices from 1881 to 1891. I nollcAi that

when tlie lum. gentlemen opposite are coii-

fi-ontod with the facts of the census, or with

the facta of tlie enonnous depreciaticm of

property in town, village and farm liinds,

their course has one meiit—it lias always

been perfectly consistent. I wlU recall to the

minds of my hon. friends behind me the

numerous occaslon.s in which, during past

years, I have clialleuged the accuracies of the

hon. gentleman's sbitements as to the growUx
of this country, and I nsk them if the course

of the Govenmient was not on ail occasions

precisely tiie same. First of all, there was
an Impudent denial of the fact That was
usiially followed by frantic abuse on their

part, and on tlie part of their supportei-s ami
their hireling press, of myself and the other

gentlemen who brought tlioso unpleamut facts

to their notice, and when the facts bec^vme

too clear to be gainaiid or denied, Uieu the

hon. gentleman took refuge—in what ? In

the assertion, and often the very incorrect

assertion, that it was a matter of no con-

sequence, becau.se in some hole or corner of

the United States, In some little sUite of the

Union, a similar state of thhigs prevnlle<l.

Sir, a physician who, when aslced to cure a

patient of a wasting disease, woidd tell the

patient that he knew of no remedy, but w.os

able to inform him tliat tliere was a nmnber
of otlier people similarly attacked, would not

be the kind of man T woidd like to employ.

Tho hon. gentleman devoted, if I recollect

aright, about an hour, or maybe an hour and
a quarter to enimciating the policy of tiie

Government The policy of the Government !

Well, Sir, the policy of the Government might

have been defined in much shorter metre.

The policy of the Goveniment, Sir, as (>nun-

ciated by the hon. gentleman is, briefly, to

fling a tub to the whale. The policy of the

hon. gentleman reminds mo very forcibly of

an anecdote which I once heard of aii Am-
erican gentleman who, at an ejirly period of

this century, wis sojoundng at an Kng'.lsb

country house. Th)s was at a time when the

great American nation had not Iwoii »'du-

cated on the subject of tips, and thl» fnifral

party was seriously exercised as to what he
ouglit to do. So he took one acqiuvlniauce

aside and a.Mke<l him gravely, " What Is the

least sum I can give witliout appearing

mean ?" I tlilnk the hon. gentleman's Budget
has been framed entirely on tiiese lines. 'I'he

spirit of this frugal Yankee has transmigrated

Into my hon. friend, and his one end and ob-

ject at present is to ascertain :
" ^Vlult Is the

least I can do for the imfortunate farmer
witliout appearing moan ? " I cannot con-

gratulato him, but It is the day of

smidl things, and 1 suppose we must
iH) grateful. And perhaps there may he
something in the lastalment plan on which
the hon. gentleman hit«>nds to proceed. Sir,

if ever tJiero was a case in which the saying
' Parturiunt montos, nascetur ridiculus mus

'

was ver!fl<'d it has been veriflod by the hon.

gentleman this nft<>moon. Two and a half

mortid houi-s the lion, gentleman consumel
in telling us, first, that tlie Goveniment
did not know what to do about saw-logs ,

second, that the Government will allow us

to Import oil in tanks instead of In liarrels ;

and, third, that the lion, gentleman will make
the duty on liinding twhie 1 cent liLstead of

2 cents. But Sir, that is not all, that is

not all by any means. Over and above all

this. Sir, the hon. gentleman hius been nood
enough to say that a grand progress Is about

to be instituted. Is it to bo by caravan or

by Jamaica car, Mr. Speaker ? Four Cabinet

Ministers—no, two Cabim t Mlnistera and two
apprentice boys will peddle olil tixes for sale

about the Dominion. Old taxes for side !

That positively is the policy of clio lion, gen-

tli-man. Now, Sir, if tlie hon. gentleman
really means it, he has Ix^en monstrously in-

Judicious. I recollect perfectly well ho.v the

\1als of wmth were poured out on my de-

voted head because, son^e eighteen years ago,

in tho course of a speech made by Ills Ex-
cellency, I ventured to hint in the mildest way

i

that witliin a month or so there would X.Q

!
some tariff changes. Sir, it seemed to me

! tliat the heavens and the earth were coming
' together. What I had done was uncon-

stitutional ; I was destroying trade, paralysing
1 manufactures. But tiie hon. gentleman pro-
' poses during the whole year, if he really

;
means what he says, to unsettle all trade, to

unsettle all manufactures. Nobody is to know
I where he stands until the hon. gentleman
and his colleagues have completed tlieir pil-

grimage and until a sufficient number of the

old taxes have been sold. But, Sir, if the

hon. gentleman does not mean it if all th".s

is simply a device to gain time, if tliere has
been a private arrangement with certain pro-

tected manufacturers that they need not dis-

I

turb themselves, that this will all come out


