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ther. The king's bench may punifli the go-

vernors for their offences committed in Ame-
rica, as if done in Englanci. The power of

parliiuncnt is unlimited in the ways of enquiry

into tlv crime, or of punifhing it. The firll

of thcfc remedies can never be fufficient to

terrify a governor grown rich by iniquity, and

willing to retire quietly, though diflionourably,

to enjoy the fruits of it. The king's bench,

or any other merely law court, feems equally

infufficiciit for this purpofe, becaufe offences

in government, though very grievous, can

hardly ever be fo accurriely defined as to be a
proper objedl of any court ofjuftice, bound up
by forms and the rigid letter of the law. The
parliament is equal to every thing j but whether
party, and other bars to a quick and effectual

proceeding may not here leave the provincCvS

as much unredrefled as in the other courts, I

fliall not take upon me to determine.

The law in all our provinces, befides thofe

ads which from time to time they have made
for themfelves, is the common law of Eng-
land, the old ftatute law, and a great part of

the new, which in looking over their laws I

find many of our fettlements have adopted,

with very little choice or difcretion. And
indeed the laws of England, if in the lon^;

period of their duration they have had many
improvements, fo they have grown more te-

dious, perplexed, and intricate, by the heap-

ing


