
MY MEMORY OF GLADSTONE

to his character in support, not of its

dogmas, but of its principles.

The first step in emancipation from

bondage to the State Church theory

was curious and characteristic. Peel,

in whose Government Gladstone then

was, proposed an increase of the grant

to Maynooth. Gladstone paid a tribute

to the principle of the " Church in its

Relation to the State " by resigning

his office. Then, on the ground that

the other principle had prevailed, he

voted for the grant and went back into

the Government. It is thus possible

to see how the idea of a certain tortu-

osity became connected with his career.

Bitter enemies even accused him of

duplicity. He had a habit, of which

his biographer seems aware, of making

his words open to a double construction,
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