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myths was delivered to them by the first people in

one place or another. Among the Iroquois there is

a detailed account of how myths were told to an

ancient chief and an assembly of the people on a

circular open space in a deep forest. On this space

was a large wheel-shaped stone. From beneath this

stone came a voice which told the tale of the former

world, told how the first people had become what

they are at present.

Day after day the chief and the people came to

the stone, sat, and listened till the whole cycle of

tales was narrated.

On the Lower Klamath is a very old, immense tree,

which has given an account of the first world and

people. This tree itself is one of the first people

metamorphosed ; no one knows what its age is.

Sorcerers go to it yearly, hold converse, put ques-

tions, receive answers. Each year a small stone is

added to a pile in which there are thousands of

pebbles, apparently. This pile stands near the tree

;

no one is permitted to count the stones in it. The
pile is sacred ; once a stone is placed with the others,

it must stay there forever.

This sacred tree has told tales of the first v/orld,

— the tales known to Weitspekan Indians and re-

vered by them.

On the Upper Columbia is a great rock which

resembles an elk somewhat. This rock is also an

oracle, one of the first people ; like the round stone

of the Iroquois, it has told of the first world, and its

tales all belong to the Shahaptians.
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