
UH

EDUCATION. 15.

character 1)

ft th« striio

le failure (i

ubte<IIy iii

ricapable ot

luanner.s of

ecomes rest

range aiu!

ithout chav!

ce of truth

dly blow at

at huriKir]

1(1 society

; ucation.

n obstacle^

in order to

[)li.shecl till

its object

s something

the vulgar

2d it into

,ce out ami

> stern and

lluminatinL^

y conform
ve subject-

m or uni

and deter

1 or beyond

tever order

to be pur

of some to

and disor

)rality. 1

ligion and

ng that it

are really

ing-up and

on earth

sind self-

ot in itself

en, if help-

ence must
at it is OQ

[r highest of all ].hilosophies and for the gravest of reasons that

|< friiujds of christian education with one min<l and one voice

^"I'ti nd that secular education is iniporfect and incomplete unless

iiti!d and subordinated to the religious element. I held that it

[ucation is anything it can be dclinod ; and from what 1 haveat-

inpted to sketch itorjt to be I will now enter upon giving its do-

lition, draw an inference, and then conclude.

^Froin what I have laid down education is something objective

id embraces a! 1 knoM lediie because its subject-matter takes in

|ld amply realizes all truths. Between this vast and varied ex-

in';e anil our minds tliere are a due conformity and fitting adapt-

lility, l)ecanse our intelliu'ent minds know and perceive truth in

whatever posture. Therefore existing truths and all realities act

i our ndnds owinu to the irresistible attraction emanatinijr from

leir beauty and pov.'er. And it is* the spontaneous activir,y of

le mind in its exercise upon the truth that opens its avenues,

^rces its developmen, onhirges its grasp, illuminates its faculties,

4raws its assent, transmits' to and acts on the heart, moves and in-

Huence.s the will, moulds the character, and stamps the bright

lage and radiant emanation of the divinity on the whole soul,

|duoation elevates the nature of man by raising the mind to feed

subjects of the intelligible and moral order ; it teaches how to

^bdue and regulate the precipitant course of inordinate appetites
;

i\v to siiltject the passions to the government of the will ; the

|ill tooltedience to law R,nd authority; and all law an<l authority

perfect conformity and due subordination to the Divine Will.

P;s subject-matter contains truths of the supernatural order vouch-

ilfed to ennoble and redeem faUen man and to govern in their

ttction all the natural sciences ; to give each its individuating

principle and homofjeneous character ; and to render all truths elo-

quent and persuasive whether in their passive reception or active

coujprohcnsion. Its definition admits of an almost endless

analysis. Its different branches have a divi<^ion of labor among
themselves, and act in relation to the whole and to each other.

The study of the one renders the mind habitually disposed to act its

jpart without difKculty in the other. There a^e a convenience and
perfect agreement between each department of knowledge. There
19 a mutual interchange or unrestricted fi'ee-trade causeil by the
^cit gravitation of the results and deductions of the one upon the
i|ther for its illumination and perpetual guidance. There is an
m'Tiul bridge invisibly yet palpably spanninir from the confines

(if nature to the realm of grace, penetrating the hiding yet protect-

ii^ni:!; veil on the thither side of which all truths in peaceful friend-

ship and indissoluble union dwell. There is a solidarious compact


