
14 CAPT. FREMONT'S NARRATIVE. [1843.

I

pORHiblo to conceal iiicli a |)ro«"i'o»linjr from

the Hliarp eyoH i»f our (.'lit?yeimo com|)anionn,

and I tlicrelorc told them tOL'o and hoc wiiat

it .vns Ihoy were burying. They wonht oth-

erwine huve not iuiled tti return and destroy

our aiclif in «\\|)e('fRtion of nomo rich booty

;

liut pork they dinlilto, and never eat. We
h'ft our cani|) at i), continuing up the South

fori<, the prniriu itottom alfording us a fair

road ; but in the King gni«s w,e roused myri-

Hd.4 of inoHUuitocs and Hies, from which our

horncH sutlerod Bevercly. Tlie day was
smoky, witii a pleasant breeze from tho south,

v.nd the plains on the opposite side were co-

vered with bufliilo. Having travelled twenty-

tive miles, we encamped at 6 in the evening

;

and the men were sent across tho river for

wotxi, as there is none here on the left bank.

Our tires were partially ma<le of the hoix dv

vachc, tlic dry excrement of the buftlilo,

which, like that of the camel in the Arabian

deserts, furnishes to the traveller a very gexnl

sttbstitute for wood, burning like turf.

Wolves in great numbers surrounded us

during the night, crossing and recrossing

from the o[iposite herds to our camp, and
howling and trotting about in the river until

morning.

July 4.—The morning was verj- smoky,
the sun shining dimly and red, as in a thick

fog. Tho camp was roused witii a salute at

daybreak, and from our scanty store a portion

of what our Indian friends called tlie " red

fire water " serwd otit to the men. While
we were at breakfast, a bufFalo calf broke
through the camp, followed by a couple of

wolves. In its fright, it had probably mis-

taken us for a bancTof bufialo. The wolves
were obliged to make a circuit around the

camp, so that the calf got a little the start,

and strained every nerve to reach a large

herd at the foot ot the hills, about two miles
distant ; but first one, and then another, and
another wolt joined in the chase, until his

pursuers amounted to twenty or thirty, and
they ran him down before he could reach his

friends. There were a few bulls near the

place, and one of them attacked the wolves,
and tried to rescue him ; but was driven oil'

immediately, and the little animal fell an
easy prey, half devoured before he was dead.
We watched the chase with the interest al-

ways felt for the weak ; and liad there been
a saddled horse at hand, he would have fared

better. Leaving camp, our road soon ap-

f>roached the hifls, in which strata of a marl
ike that of the Chimney rock, hereafter de-
scribed, make their appearance. It is proba-
bly of this rock that the hills on the right
bank of the Platte, a little below the junction,
are composed, and which are worked by the
winds and rains into sharp peaks and cones,
giving them, in contrast to the surrounding
tvel region, something of a picturesque ap-

(icarancc. We crossed this morning numc<
rous beds of the small creeks which, in the

time of rains and melting snow, pour down
from tho ridge, bringing down with them al-

wavs great ipiantities of sand and gravel,

whu'hnave gnidually raised their Iwds fuur

to ten (eet above the level of the prairie,

which tliey croHH, making each one of them
a miniature Po. Iliiised in this way alN)V(;

the surniundin^r pniirie, without uny bank,
the long yellow and winding lino of their

beds rt'seniblfs a causeway from the liills to

the river. Many npots on tho prairie arc
yellow with siMitlitwer {heliuiithus).

As wo were riding slowly along this after-

noon, clouds of dust in tho ravines, among
tho hills to tho right, suddenly attracted our
attention, and in a few minutes column alter

column of bufiulo came galloping down,
making directly to the river. Ily the time

the leading herds had roacliiu ho water, the

frairie was darkened with the uenso masses,

mmcdiately before us, wiiou the bands first

came down into the valley slretclied an un-

broken line, the head of which was lost

among tlie river hills on tlu; opposite side ;

and still they |ioured down from the ridge on
our right. From hill to hill, tlie prairie bot-

tom was certainly not less than two miles
wide ; and, allowing tlio animals to be ten

feet apart, and only ten in a line, there were
already eleven thousand in view. Some
idea may thus be formed of their numiier
when they had occupied the whole plain.

In a short time they surrounded us on every
side ; extending for several miles in the rear,

and forward as far as the eye could reach -,

leaving around us, as wc advanced, an open
space of only two or three hundred yards.
This movement of the buffalo indicated to

us the presence of Indians on the north
fork.

I halted earlier than usual, about forty

miles from the junction, and all hands were
soon busily engaged in preparing a feast to
celebrate the day. The kindness of our
friends at St. Louis had provided us with a
large supply of excellent preserves and rich
fruit cake ; and when these were added to a
maccaroni soup, and variously prepared dish-
es of the choicest bufialo meat, crowned
with a cup of coifee. and enjoyed with prai-
rie appetite, w^e felt, as we sat in barbaric
luxury around our smoking supper on the
grass, a greater sensation of enjoyment than
tho Roman epicure at his perfumed feast.

But most of all it seemed to please our In-
dian friends, who, in the unrestrained enjoy-
ment of the moment, demanded to know if

our " medicine days came oflen." No re-
Btramt was exercised at the hospitable board,
and, to the great delight of his elders, our
young Indian lad made himself extremely
drunk.


