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So confident wore (!ic nioniljore of (iilliort'e oxiiodition of e\ir 'cas,

that the K'nrnod IIiinLrariaii, Steplianti? T*,(i-menitis Rudcius, " Master

of Alts and Philorinj^liie," and the "friend it hn.ther" of Ilakhiyt,

was taken in the pntcrj)risie, expressly to record the high proceedings

of tlio intended Norf)niliei:a colony in Latin Verse; as the piihject

wonld l)e adorned with " the ( lorpient jtile of tlie Orator and lare

Poet of our time."* Hut this was not to he. Parnienius, of Pjiula,

found a watery grave at the wrec': of the Admiral, and Xoronihega

remained iineimg.

Tlii'^ excursion is made into tlie jieriod \vliich fdlows Ferdinando

and Walker, to indicate the more distinctly tlic situati'in of Nvirom-

bega, for while some had their attention fixed upon tlie latitude of

the Ilud-^on, these two navigators had distinctly in view the region

lying around the great river which ai)i)Cars in a l<>ng .-cries of ancient

maps, and which was none other than the Penobscot, to which, as

already said, Simon Ferdinando the Po^tugnc-^e led tlie first known

Knglish expedition.

We have next to turn to John Walker and note the abiding faith

of Gilbert in the promise of the new land. Circumstances had

forced him to transfer his Patent, but he succeeded in sending out a

little party to make ol-crvations and engage in trade. The voyage

made at his instance had for its destination the Maine coast, and the

agent employed was one John \\'alker, afterwards jjerhaps a clei-gy-

nian of the Hngli-h Clmreh. We have seen that a iiiarginal entry in a

manu-cript in the State Paper Ofrn'C, already given, runs as follows :

"Sir II. (iilhert's man br. Might of the syd; (*f this beast from the

j)lace lie discovered. "f The l)east referred to was of the kind men-

tioned in the examination of David Ingram, of 1582, and the voy-

age of discovery was one of recent date. A careful examination

shows that the year 1580 was the only one in which such a discovery

could have been made for Gilbert, while under that year we have,

through Sir Humphrey, the voyage which answers the description,

the John Walker referred to having made a voyage to Norombega,

where he obtained the " syds " or hides.

In s|)eaking of rivers, the old voyagers seldom made any distinction

between the estuary and the river pro[)er. This was clearly the case

in the present instance by Walker, who does not appear to have been a

navigator ; but the rough estimate agrees suflficiently well with the map

of the Coast Survey, which gives a width of twenty-one miles to

the entrance of Penobscot Bay, between the Isle au Ilaut and

White Hea 1. Rut the old sailors, in the absence of surveys, might

include the distance between White Head and Deer Island, which

would correspcmd to the computation of Walker, who made the

Norombega ten leagues wide at its entrance. Tliere is also looin

for his estimate of seven leagues in width, nine leagues in, as well

• Hnkluyt III. 166.

t jl>»<e, pitge 6.

Specimens of his "stile" may be found in Hakluyt III. 138.
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