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Han 'CSS I'll] ly iiiiunlaiiis the Imtllc lor lilt' undi'V coiulitioiis \vhi<h dcionninc to ii Inrui'

cxti'iil the ihiiviicttM' of his iimi'iiious arts and nianuraitiirt'. Imnu'diatcly to tho south arc

I'ouiul tlic hoiiiikI tiihi's of lorcst and piiiiric, with Ihcir loi'iici's ol BuH'alo skin, or thi'ir|

l)ii'(li-l)aik wiLfvvanis and canoes : thi- wandcrintf hiintci-lribi's of tin' {>'rt'at Norlh-Nvcsi :

ly|)i' of I 111' red Indian ofthi' whole norlhcrn fontiupnt. Th<' Ohio and Mississippi valleys

al)o\ind with carlhworks and oiIut r«'nuiins of tlu' vanished rare of the Moiin<l-l!uild('i's :

of ol<l the si'ltlcd dwi'llcrs in fortiliod towns, ai;riinltiiia lists, ini^cnious i)ott('rs, devoleil

to the uso of tobacco, cxpoudinu; laborious art on their siuliMured pipes, and with sonii'l

exceptionally curious skill in practical i;eometry ;
yet, Ihi'y too, ipnoraut of almost the very

rudiments of nictaliuruy, iind only in the lirsl stage of the oruanised life of a settled com-

munity. The modifying- inlluences of ciroimstauces nmst be recoirnized in the migratory

or .settled habits of diU'erent lril)es. The Eskimos are of necessity hunters and lishers, yet

they are not. st/ictly speaking, nomads. In summer they live in tents, constantly niovinu

from place to i)la'e. as the oxi;;encies of the reindeer-hunting, seal-huntimr, or lishim;-

im|iel them. Uut they irenerally winter in the same phue for .successive generations, and

manifest as strong an attachment to their native home as tho dwellers in mort^ favoured

lands. Their dwelling-houses acioinnuxlate from throe or four to ten families ; and the same

temlency to gather in communities under one roof is worthy of notice wherever the wnn-

deriiiij- tribes settle even lemi)orariIy. I have a drawimr, nnide by 'iie in IHOli, of alarge birch-

bark dwelling which stood among a urou]) of ordinary wigwams on the banks of the Kami-

nisti(iuia, accommodatinu' several families of a band oi'Chippiiways, who had come from tho

far west to trade their furs with the Hudson's l?ay fad or there. The llaidahs, theChiimoks.

the Nootkas. the Columbian and other Indian tribes to the west of tho liocky Mountains,

all use temi)orary tents or huts in tlieir fre(iuent summer wanderings ; but their p(>rmanent

dwi'llinu's are huge structures sullicicut to a<'commodate many families, and sometimes

the \vhol(! tribe. They are constructed of lou's or sjdit i>lanks. and in som(! cases—as

amouff the TTnidahs of Queen Cbarlotte Islands,—elaborately decorated with c.irving and

l)aiuting,

Tlie gregarious habits thus manifested by many wandering trib.'s, whenever circum-

stances admit of their settling down in any permanent home, may be dm- solely to the

economy of labour which experience has taught them in the construction of one common
dwelling, insteail of the multiplication of single huts or lodges, lint far to the south-

ward are tho ancient pueldos, the casas grandes, the dill' dwellings, of a race not yet

extinct : timid, unaggressive, living wholly on the defensive, gathered in large communi-

ties like ants or bees; indushions. fru-jal, and manifesting inirenious skill in their pottery

and other useful arts ; but, they too, in no greatly advanced stage of civilization. Still

farther to the south, we come at length to the seats of an undoubted native American

civilization. The comparative isolation of Cenival Amerira, and the character of its

climati' and productions, all favoured a more settled life ; with, as its genuine results, its

architecture, sculi)ture, metallurgy, hieroglyphics, writing, and all else which gives so strik-

ing a character to the remains of the ("entral American nations. But groat as is their con-

tra.st with the wild tribes of the continent, the highest phases of native American civili-

zation will not compare with tho arts of Egypt, in centurio.s before Cadmus taught letters

to the rude shepherds of Attica ; or the wolf still suckled her cubs on the Palatine hill.

If this is a correct reading of Americau urchiuology, its bearings are siguiflcaut iu refer-


