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tVM late irf my trahsacttom with the honae be*

fore I ditcoverad the peculiaritj oi the con-

nexion. Abadia's relation to the Philippine Com-
pany did not admit of his engaging in a private

mercantile house ; hence, while a sharer in the

advantages, he was exempt from its responsi-

bilities; and hence, all the accounts and bu-

siness documents were signed exclusively by
Arismendi. Had this circumstance been known,
as it ought to lave been, it would have tended

greatly to diminuh the general confidence in the

houses
- Late ill the summer of the year 1823, men-
tion was made in one of the Boston newspapers,

of the arrival of Senor Arismendi at Hamburgh,
in the Koscoe of Salem, freighted with a rich

cargo for his account from Manilla. As I had
no doubt ot this being my quondam friend, I

flattered myself, that, starting immediately, and
circumstances favouring, I might reach there

before he should have left. Accordingly, in

fmrty-eight hours after receiving the informa-

tion, I was on my way to New York ; and in

thirty days more I arrived at Hamburgh, vid

Liverpool, London, Harwich, and Cuxhaven.
But I had the mortification to find that !ay la-

bour waa in vain. Arismendi had been lander'

aiTenerifie; and the cargo of the lioscoe, yet

unsold, was well covered, in the name ofa Senor
Zavaleta, a former clerk of Arismendi, who
swore the property belonged exclusively tohim-
afilt, that it could not be touched. After pass-

ing four days at Hamburgh, and with the aid

of one of the most intelligent merchants of that

city, being unable to effect any tiling, I set out

on my return by the same route I had come.
Fortunately I arrived at Liverpool just as the

packet I came in was hauling out Of dock on her
return, and, embarking on board, 1 arrived at

New York on the seventy-third day after leaving

it.

Towards the autumn of the following year,

1824, 1 received information of the arrival of

Senor Abadia at St. Thomas, and immediately

wrote him on the subject of my demand, at the

same time apprising him of the means I had
previously adopted to recover the amount from
ArismentU, and of the failure of my eifuits, as

detailed above ; but whether my letter wa.s ever

received by Abadia I have never been infonued.

Scarcely two months had elapsed after writ-

ing this letter, when I received such informa-

tion as coidd be depended on, that Arismendi

was at the paternal residence at Zarauz, in Gui-

jiuKUoa. I had no hesitation, tlierefore, in em-
burking at New York, in December, in a brig

bound for Bordeaux. Arriving there some time

in the month of Janiuiry, 1825, I proceeded,

via Uayonne, Passage, and Yi'un, to San Sebas-

tian. From hence a messenger was dispatched

to ZarauK, who soon returned with infurniution,

tliat Arismendi was at Madrid, and witli the

name of the street where he resided. Taking

the dili^euce, therefore, to_ Madrid, I had the

good fortune to arnve ihere without beffi|

robbed. The next day I succeeded, not without

much difficulty, in finding the person of whom I

had been no long in pursuit, and was actually

once more in his presence. Had au apparitioa

appeared to him he oould not have exhibited

greater evidence of astonishment and dismay,

nor vras it until the expiration of some minutei

that he wm able to converse rationally. Uq.

fortunately, it required but little conversation to

ascertain that my efforts would prove to be uq.

availing, and'that I should recover nothing.

Arismendi had aucceeded in obtaining what ii

termed a mflratoria, which i» a security against

molestation of person <h: pnqpoty, by crediton,

for a certain period. GUs was for four years.

He begged me not to press my demand ; de>

dared he had the control of no property, and
|

the wretchedly mean, dirty, and obscure lodg.

ings he occupi.?!, would confinn the truth of I

such assertion, if made by any other than a veiy

cunning man. But I had no belief in it, and

therefore did not desist from the pursuit until

satisfied, by repeated oonversatbns vrith him,

and the best advice I could procure, during i

residence of a fortnight at Madrid, that then I

existed sot a ray of hope of obtainingany thinfil

As name aUeviacion to my di8q>p<ttntment, im
far as it tended, in a degree, to keep up hopt^ij

Arismendi gave me a power of attramey for i

recovery of a large amount of property, allegeAl

to be due to him from sundry merchants in thi|

United States. From a cursory examination oil

these claims I was induced to believe, that t|

considerable sum might be recovered, andll

therefore flattered myself that there existed!

some chance of indemnification for my troubbj

and perseverance.

Soon becoming reconciled to my disappoiot'l

ment, and burying it in the oblivion wliick|

screened such a midtitude of its predecessors,!

passed the time very agreeably at Madrid, in vi-l

siting the numerous objects of interest willi

which that city abounds.
Taking leave of my kind friends at Madrid, i

returned to Bordeaux by the same route I

'

passed over before, excepting not revisiting

Sebastian. On ascertaining at Bordeaux, thi

no opi^ortunity vvould occur for the Uniti

States, for some weeks, I took the diligence (

Paris, where, after passing a week, 1 procee

to Havre, and took passage in the Edwu

Quesnel for New York, and arrived there in I'

month of April, 1825.

The agency for the collection of anotha

debts is an unacceptable service, more especisi

when they are of a description susceptible i

controversy ; but in this instance there exiitt

moi'i' than the usual inducement, for I lio|i(

thus to cancel the debt due me. Upwsrtli^

one liuiulred thousand dolloi's were claimed oi]

Uoiiton merchant, the justice of wliich he den

aiiil refused to pay any pare of it. A den

uii a morchuut at Baltimore, for a much I


