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<Iition started out arross tlio plains, struck

tli<' I'liilli Ki\'cr MD'ur (iraiul Island.

Ki'ariii'y County. Nclii'a.skui, followed

alontf it« hank, crossed tlie Soulli Kork
(l.inciiln County), niar<;ln'd alon(; tlie

soiilli Itank of tlie iNorlli Fork of the

I'liille; on .lune !(. liS;t2, |>assed "the
Chimneys" iCIiiMiiiey Uo<'k, Haiiner

County, Nchraska) ; reached the I'.lack

Hills ijiresent State of Wyouiinyi June
l.Mli, and liock [nde(K'iidenec, on Sweet-

water l{iver (Wyoiiiinpi, on the 21st.

"From this time to .Inly 2, frost each

iii^fht. and siuiw. ' July 2d: "Thisniyhl.

at about twelve o'cliK'k, we were at lacked

hy Indians. ])rolialily tli(^ I'.hK'l'fcei. They
lired about forty shots and .some arrows

into the canii)."

On ,lnly S. ISH'i.tlieexiiedition iirrivedat

Pierre's Hole, and remained there to ,luly

17th. " durinp which lime all my men but

eh^ven left mc" .Inly I8lli. " when near

Ktai'lin^r we observed two |)arii(s of lilack-

feet Indians comintr. alxiul two hundred
ill iiinnber. A skirmish ensued. and one of

the IJIackfeet was killed, and his blanket

and I'ulic )ironj;hl into cam)). The women
and children were seen llyinir into the

mountains. The Indians made for the

tindx^r, ami fortilied themselves in a mas-

terly manner. We atlackt.'d them, and
continued the attack all day. There were
about twenty of them killed, and thirty-

two horses were found chad. They de-

camped durinir the niyht. leaviny their

lodv'es and nnmy of tlieir dead. We lost

three whites killed; eitrht badly W()unde<l.

Ten of the Nez I'erces and Flatlieads

(lijrhtinp on the side of the wliit<'sl were
killed or mortally wounded. f)ne of our
men who was killed inside of their fort

was mutilated in a shocking numner.
This alfair will detain us .some days."*

t)n .Inly 2.''>th the remniintof tlie(\\|)odi-

tion. eleven in nnnd>er. with a small i)ar-

ty of Nez Perce Indians, continued tlieir

march for tlie v.'illey of the C'olumbia.

On the 21st o: Augrust they encounter-

ed a villafre of Snake Indians wlio were
friendly. Ten days later, followinjr the

bed of ;» creek, "the rcK-ks on each side

closed over the to]> and formed a natural

bridffe. elevated alioiit fifty feet."

From Pierre's Hole the route of the

* 111 Irving'.s /totnierillc tliirr i< .1 lliiilliiij; dc-

PcriptioM of ilii.s IiIimmIv tMu'ouMtiT wiili ilic Mliuk-
foot. in wliich Natliiiiiifl Wyi'tli !: «poKin nf in iho

liiL'lii'st torni3 of jiraiRc for tlio notivo p;iii ho took

in i)ie fl<:lil.

expedition was west and a little norUi
unlil the Snake ru' Lewis IJiver wa*
reached, then alontr this stream, a-rririj^i'

at Fort Walla Walla, it trading tt^itoti

of the lfuds(ui Kay Company. (JcloWr 13.

Jh;I2, having on the way Ite^en foroMi U«

kill their horses ftu- food. On ili* iJnL

they left Walla W;illa, and trjvelJwi

down the Columbia in cancx'S to Fort
Vancouver, another stiilion of tlie Hud
son Hay Comnany, arrivin;j there < Mo
her 211, IMi2. " Mere I was n-ceived tmiJ,;

the III nosi kindness and liospitaiilr l<r

the acting (Jovernor of the pl.ic<'. Our
l»eople were supplied with food and hlj«-3

ter from the rain, which is constant.""

Scarcely witlmnt exce|)tioii throug^b'^ui

tlio entire experience of Mr. Wyetb iiiiih

in the area controlled by tlu' Hudson Buy
Company, its ollicers were ]>ersiiiia]!y

kind and courteous. It was in ma.tt<-rs <>f

business they were harsh. <'xaciinj:. auij

ultimately ruinous to com|M>titioii.

Later in a rejiort to ( 'on^ress be wrtMie.

" Hvjierieiice has satislie<l me the enur»-

niipht of this Company will l>e mad« U»

bear on any tradtu- who shall alt«'tn]4 tm

prosecute his liusiin --s within its ri-nrh.'

'

He was imiiressed with the productiT*"

ness of the country around 1^'ort Vanof»u

ver on the Columbia: "They raise o'l"

bushels of wheat; barley, atKKi; Indtan
corn. Huoo; potatoes, 15()(i: i>efise. Sonn

and a larjri' quantity of iiuinpkiiis. Tbere
are about eifflit selllei-s on the Muli^itK*-

mall ( Williamette). old ' I'utjagiji' of tlj*-

Company. The soil is jrood. timber »
heavy and thick, niid almost imju'iielra-

ble from uiiderbrush and fallen treies."

November 4th, on<' of the remainii,.;;

seven men of the twenty-one which ]•''

Poston eiifht months before dieil. and u-
olbei's. becomiuff discour;i}re<I. ask'-d v

Im! ndeased from their contract, wbicij

was to remain for five years in the al-

tempt to settle Oregon. November 15.

1S.')2, "I have now no men. and wn
afloat without stay or sujiport. but in

(rood hands, i.e., niy.self and Provident*."

With the loss <d' his entire forc-e Mr.

Wyelli immediately set alxiut to acquaiut

himself with the toiiograjihy and rew>urc>e»

of the country, determined to return to

the States and enlist a larp-er and 1>et.l«r-

f'(|uipped exi)edition, and apain seek «

home and fortune in the v.-illey of Cf^

Columbia. His will was indomitable "»*
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