
20 California and the Nurth-widt Coast,

has little proHjJoet beyoiul u iiorvelcHH imbecility." Such

were the i>revairni<^ aiitiiipationH only twenty-five years

gince, reyurdin^^ the dcHtiny ol' the countries on the shores

of the Pacitie.

It will always be a theme for wonder that by the pro-

gress of the arts and sciences within this one hundred

years, the shortest route from Europe to China and Japan,

to Cathay and India, has been found not in a passage by

sea to the north of the continent, but by means of steam-

cars on an iron road, through the territory of a people, not

then having an indopctulent existence, and now liaving

more than five milli< is of inhabitants west of the Missis-

sippi.
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