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coBsary to bnve a certain percentnge of
Manitoba bard wheat for tbat purpose.
Then, the American uillllug Interest want
access to that market for the purpose of
gtltfenhiK prices—for the purposo of Intro-

duciuK there the system that Is In force in

t' • United States. American millers tell

me that wheat from Canada and Argentina,
when It goes to market must be sold,

as there are no facilities for holding It. They
are constantly met by competition of
this kind, which lowers prices ; and they
want to get Into this market with their
hundreds of millions of capital for the
purpose of competing with the Canadian
buyer, for the purpose of bnying the
i^raln at higher prices than It would
otherwise commoiid, In order that they may
hoM that grain or the flour Into which
it Is ground until they are ready to sell It

;

in that way controlling the market, and
preventing repressive bear operations,
which te* '1 to bring nbout l«wor prices. In
both of t..ese rases it is the Interest of the
North-west and In the Interest of Cimnda
tlint they should get Into that market. For
these reasons, free trade In wheat and the
Introduction of American competition In

the purchase of wheat In the North-west,
would bo worth more to the producers in

that country than the removal of the British
preference of four per cent In their favour.
The present value of the American market,

aside from wheat. Is relative' small; but
Its prospective value Is almost limitless.

ClmnginK conditions in the United States
are wortliy of consideration. First of all, there
Is the graduu! failure of tlieir wlip.nt lands.
I can remember the time when the chief
crop of Illinois was wheat, when enoruions
shipments were made, when the elevators
of Chicago were bursting with the products
of the Illinois wheat fields. To-dny there is

not enough wheat raised in Illinois to pro-
vide bread for one-half the Inhabitants of
the state. The farmers have gone out of
the business; their wheat fields linvo be-
come exhausted; their crops are of another
kind. The same holds good with regard to
lown, with Its two and a half millions of In-

habitants. The same will soon hold true of
Mliniesota, of the two Dakotas, of Kansas,

i

The wheat production of these states is di-

minishing, the soil Is becoming exhausted;
!

and while the wheat production of the United
j

States Is growing less and less, the popula-
\

tlon of the country is rapidly increasing,
[

and the urban population out of all propor-
tion to tlie rural population. Take, for In-

,

stance, the North Atlantic division, ns it is 1

onlled—comprising the states of New Eng-
|

land. New York, New Jersey and Pennsyl-
'

v.inia, with a total population, according to
i

tlie last census, of twenty-one millions. Of
this population 33,600,000 are In towns of

!

4.000 Inhabitants and over. In the state of
'
-7 York, out of a population of 7,268,000, !

5 .'6,000 live In towns of 4,000 Inhabitants 1

or over. Here, Mr. Speaker, are these vast
|

centres of population, uve millions and more

In the single state of New York, thirteen and
one-half millions In the North Atlantic di-
vision, living In towni of 4,000 and up-
wards, and the population rapidly Increas-
ing, and the provinces of Ontario and Que-
bec nearer to those centres of population
than any other producing region on the con-
tinent. To reach these centres the farmers
of Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Iowa,
have either to cross our territory or to go
past It on the south side of the lake; and our
North-western fanners will have Just as
good facilities for reaching those centres as
the American farmers of the far west. This
is a question the Importance of which we
only begin to realize when we come • study
It carefully, In the light of all ^' ia'!s;'
not taking the superficial view tl some
take, or .'he prejudiced view of those who
think It Is beneath the dignity of a Canadian
to deal with an American at all; but look-
ing at the facts from a common sense atand-
polnt, with a realization of the great possl-
blllties that lie before us In the near future.
'I'hc United States will soon become a food,
l.nporting nation. Its vast manufacturing
Interests are being developed with wonder-
ful rapidity. Its urban population Is Increas-
ing out of all proportion t'^^ Its rural popu-
lation, and the time Is near at hand when
that country will require from Canada or
other countries, a portion of Its food supply.
These two countries are geographically one.
Our North-west is geogiapliically a portion
of the Mississippi valley.

Mr. GOURLEY. I dtny that.

Mr. CHAULTON. The province of Que-
bec Is geographically as nearly .illled to the
New England states sis to the mouth of the
St. I-awrence.

Mr. GOURLEY. The United States is

geographically an annex of Canada.

Mr. CHARLTON. The province of On-
tario has Its nearest route to the sea across
American territory.

Jlr. GOURLEY. No man who studies the
map would make such a statement. Study
the map of North America, and you will
find that the United States Is geographically
an annex of Canada.

Mr. CHARLTON. Then the annex has
got a little ahead of the main body. The
two countries, I repeat, are geographically
one.

Mr. GOURLEY. Never.

Mr. CHARLTON. The very boundaries
between the two countries for a part of the
distance which separate them, by the im-
pediment of physical nature, serve to bind
them together as a great highway of com-
merce from the point where the St. Law-
rence reaches the American territory, to
Duluth. Our North-west is geographically
a part of the Mississippi valley, a part of
the same country that sweeps up from the
Mississippi to the Arctic ocean, a great con-


