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Yukon Fifty Years Ago

Building of Fort Selkirk. Au Old Titer's Recollectibns of
the Yukon and Liard Rivers,

¥

“I know tho Yukon .woll {~no man
better, I think, for I spent twelve
yonrs of tho bevt part of my lfe In
that  country,” bsald the vet-
eran, Jmo, W™ett, a8 he lay
on his Blek bed in the house

of one of his Honw, not far from the °

town of Prince Albert. Frequently
"pasm» of toughlirg ‘racked .the gaunt
frame of the gray-hended old man as
Jie lay thero-callluy to mind the var-
fous thrilling oxperlences of the years
wpent In ‘that far-off region. “I was
o youniy .inan tlien, n more youth In
fact, and ready-ond able for any hard-
ship, but what I went through in
those years has brought me to this*
And‘looking at the magniticent pro-
portions and fuaksive frame before me
I 'could well belleve that' this had once
beén o noble spectmen of physical de-
velopment. Born in tlie Orkney
Tdlands over Boventy yeary ago, Jio,
Flott ‘liad, .a't an barly age, come out
to the borvico of thie Hudson’s Bay
company 1n the far northivedt, com-
Ing by ‘woy of Huddon's Bay and
thence to the McKenzie river coun-
try by the véry route I-have been
déscribing fn thi§ nuimber. -
T think. I afn tlle only man.now
Aiving,! resumed Ar. Flett; “of the
squad of men who went to the Yukon
atid bullt Fort Sellirk ut the junction
of ‘thie Peliy and Lowis rivers in the
year 184§, under tie late chlel fac-

tor,. Robert Cafnpbell.” :

“We went up. the-Idard river from
Fort Simpson In the fall of ‘47, tak-
ng with us 6ur suppliés in York Loats
Thosa boats were 32 foot keal and
large. and heavy ag.they were, loaded
with 100 ‘pleces’—n Wudson's Bay Co.
‘pléce’ for packing or' freighting-in
the norfl country welghs from! 90 to
100 Jbg—the-consummate skill 67 the
licatmiu born of long practice, en-
cabled -them, to lhandle them wwith
great dexterlty, a few sweeps-of the
long oars'make the boat spin round
like a top.”

“The Liard'is a. hard river,” con-
tlnuéd the veteran, “tracking and
po’ing mech.of the ivay on the upper
reaclies ‘Dhere.are five poftages, the
worst.one .of. which, the Devi's port-
age, requires a. double block “to-pult
the boats up. -At Portage Brule, the
-sanip wad true. Oné.advintage we
had, was that-thére I8 goo6d-ground to.
‘travel on in inhking each of the-
portages. Above Portige Brule is
Moneton portago, -where the boat fs.

* .
just ‘out’of ‘the water and tlhen in
again almost directly. At Lying
Wood portage, we lowerod our boats
tnto o baye and paksed snfely.”

“Arrived ot. the liead of the Liard,
Lake I'rances, avhere there wns
then a post, we transportel our sup-

plies and stores up'-the lake to the .

opposite extremity, tweunty-five miles,
and cached them there until winter
set in when we portaged seventy-five
miles :fo Pelly Baruks post at the
headwaters of the-Pelly river, whero
we sgent. the winter in preparing
rafts, ete., and In the eprizg we went
down the Pelly to the Junctlon with
tho Lewls, which hiad been selectod as
the gite for the fort, Here we bullt
Tort Selkirk, Thig was in 18:8."

oI remained -at Fort Selkirk under

‘Chie! Factor Campbell for five years.

In the fifth year a bond of the Cull-

‘cat Indicns, twenty-s:ven in number,

came across the mountain, and.finding
Mr. .Campbel’ al ne, pu:agpd ‘the fort.
The me~, -of whom 1 iwas one,
down the Yukén to Fort Yukon for
gupplies; and Mr. Campbell came down
to meet us and turncd us back. We
all went down to Fort Yukon, whers
1 afterwards rewmained seven years
with Mr. Hardisty. 3y companions
went on snowshoes up the Porcupine
and across to Magphersdu, and ovond
tunily un the Mackenziz. Chle” Fastor
Campbell returned to Fort Yukon af-
ter meeting us, and made bis way
across to Frances Liakz and down the
Liard to Fort Simpson.” -

Me. Flett spent twenty-oue years in
tiio Mackenzle Rlver district, and wag
in charge of Fori.Macpherson twelve
Jears whera he openel up the trade
with the Esqulmaux. Later on he

was trans’erred to Fort Dlard, ahout.

halt way down the Ligrd river. Hr
thus had a chance of remewinz hlg
¥nowledge of the river. When he wes
at Fort Lisrd, widing was going on

. he-sald. on the N:dse River, not far

from ‘the Pelly rivor headwaters. He
met one of the men, Fr. Leplne, alter
having l=:ft the Liard. Washingy and
prospecting could be dome on the bars
on the way up the river.

Replylng o iny query as to the
practicability of the Linrd river for

parties wishinl to go up, Mr, Flett

#ald: “We did it .fifty years ago,
why &hibuld-not the others do it.now ?
At Fort.Simbon ave many hallbreeds
and: their families who-would engage
.at reasonable wakes to:accdmpany a
party np.the river.”

wers,

It was n Btrauge oxpoerience to ts-
ten to this Tinydy old-timer, the vole
kurvivor of ‘thio ploneers of thie Yukon,
and to reallze thiat os long as fifty
yeark ngo, the Liard and Yukon rivers
were as an bft~told tale to him, while
to<lay thoy nre only voming to no-
tico and one at Wny rate huk yot to
o re-explored.  Probably no other
llviug man can give such accurate
detalls of the LAerd and his opinlon
is of grentest value to any who wish
to try that stream,

Mr. Flett left Liard in 18380, 1t
ls almost startling to think that he
and hls corvanions have, withouy
thought of gold, pagsed Dy the creeks
ol the Yukon that have stuco ylelded
fortunes o bo fmany.

Thess, Scott, whom I have mentioned
elsewhere, Bays that when l.ld was
stationed at Fort Sitmpson, a miner
naomed Nichiolson, who was stopping
there took htm out to show how they
panned for gold. This was right ot
the movih of the Lie~d and at ran-
dom and Mr, Suott days *hey got a
number of toiurd %0 the pen. “Tuch
Nicliolgon Bald would be at the rate
of $3.00 per day.

DOWN MACKENZIE RIVER AND:

UP THE YUKON.

To those contemplating golig all the
way to Dawson City or the Kiondike
region, tho following detafls of the
trip down the Mackenzie river from
tho personal experlence and observa-
tion of Capt. Smith, will be found in-
valuable: _

“parties require no gutdes in golng
from ¥Fort McMurray t»> Fort Chippe-
wygn. which-is situated on the routh-
west: angle of Lake Athabasca. The
latter 18 to be approached by tuking
the left chgniel, which enters the lake
about seven #niles from Fort Chip-
pewyan, and by locking N. N. W. is
eastly dlscerncd ob a clear:day,

“rrom Chippewyan &.guile should ba
employed about hall -a day to pilot
inte Reek river, which folns the Yeace
and fron the confluence of which Is
called the Slave river to Great.Slave
lake. ‘Tho first obslacle on this river
is tho Smith portage, which must be
approaclied on the left ‘bank, and is

‘glxteen miles long:. But the boats can
‘bo taken down the raplds by making

throe or four portages, one of which
boats and cargoes must be portaged,
but thig portage is in extellent condl-
tion. and-is kept 8>.by tho H, B. com-
pany, If this mode of procedurz be
adopted o gulde must ‘be ewmployed,
Men are casily procurable who. thor-
oughly understand the 2nanazemant of
boats biL such -places. IU parties prafer

crossing the portage by team, they

can be accommoiated, ag there is qulite
a settlement, together with a H. B.
post established where assistancecan
be easlly obtained. )

 “Fpom Fort Smith down to Fort Res-
olution, on Great .Slave Lake, there
are no obsi es In tlie way, and- by
iaking the channel, which Is the short-
est and about four-or f{ive miles from
Fort Resolution, "a'o -io- the .left,
where a  Roman Catholic: ° mis-
glon ‘18 ‘passed before reaching ‘the
‘Fort. At this-fort. parties wilt bo
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