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figures of $3,000,000 to which total a vay dg!
feast $500,000 must be added for the oulpatof
fresh and salted salmon, either used at homeorgy

}h 1895 was 49 bushols por acre, and tho
lowest of twelve variotics about 48 bushels
poer acro. Oats ranged from &8 bushels up
to 104 bushels per acro for twelve varioties,
in 1895. Though the highest yield of dats
was not materially greator than in 1898, the
averago of the twelvo varieties was consider-
ably higher. In 1895 six-rowed barloy
ranged from 61 to 69 bushels per acre and
two-rowod from 57 o0 623 bushels per acre.
Itis in tho unfavorable years that good
farming counts, The most unfavorablo
yoars which we have bad in Manitoba for
tho past ton or fiftcen years have always
given what would be considered large crops
in some countries, when farmiog was donc
at all carefully, Wo have had years when
the crops wero considered light, but a crop
failure we have never had, aud even in the
most unfavorable yoars caraful farmers have
securod profitable crops.

British Columbia Mining.

¢ is impossible in this number to do jus-
tice to the great mining interests, which
have made such rapid progress in diffarer’,
portions of British Columbia during the past
few years, and most of our readers have read
much from our regular columns in the past
on thissubjact. A special report upon this
industry we must leave to a futuve icsue, and
at a timo of the ycar when personal inspec-
tion of miniog &ffairs can be made with less
trouble, than is wonld euntail during one of
the most severe winters yat experienced
through the mountain conntrs of the Pacific
province. Woedislike publishing statemeuts
not based upon personal knowledge of our
own trusted representatives, and such can-
not ba procured at present, In the near
future we oxpect to furnish our readers with
the results of an investigation, in which not
only the wondrous development of mining
will be dealt with, but in which also we may
take some paius to sift the dross from tho
pure metal, aud guide and guard intending
investors among our readers,

In this number we furnish a number of
illustrations of tho progress made in the
West Xootenay miningregton, ard those of
our readers who may bhave a copy of tho
illustrated number we publiched regarding
that country in 1892, will see at a glance by
& comspar.son of illustrations the wondrous
growth of the minivg industry there. At
that timo such towns as Rosslang, Trail
Creck, Sandon, New Denver and others were
xotin existence, but in this number we can
furnish illascrations of all montioned. These
illustrations speak loudly of tha progress.
Farther dotails we must Jeave to somo futuro
issue.

Thereisnowno further doubt Lut that West
Iootenay will provo ono of tho greatest gold
producing regions- of tho world, That it
contains untold wealth of gold is proven by
the few mines 1n which prodaction has been
resched. \Whon the stock of & gold mine
rises in threo years or so from five conts to
about ten dollars a share, thero mast be
groat wealth in tho region.

Tho fact of West Kootonay boing a ‘great
silver-producing country was sottled soveral
yedra ago, and the cstimate of its wealth
is yearly advansing, waile the diffisulties of
developing its buried treasures are fast dis-
appearicg. Fivo years agn the gencral im-
pression was that an outlay of hundreds of
thousands of dollars was nccessary to de-
volop a silver mine thero to a paying ‘point,
Now, with increavod smelter facilitics and
cheapened and improved transportation the
expense of sach an undertaking has been
greatly reduced. In fact some of what are
called shipping mines, where a quantity of
oro rich enough to be shipped to a distant
smelter with profit is available, ave being
successfully oporated upoun a few thousand
dollars of outlay, and such mines are likely
ta become quite numerous during the next
yearorsn. Oae of our illustrations gives
views of & mine of this class, namely,

THB IBEX OF SLOCAN.

This mine is located about twenty miles
from the town of Kaslo, and is only four
miles from tho railway station of White-
water on the line of road which connects
tho shores of the Kootenay and Slocan
Lakes. The company owning this mine
have made some shipments and ze-
ceived ! smelter rotukns from the same,
showing $3L.51 per ton of silver from {ths
oro shipped and realizing to the compauy
after paying all eoxpenses, includiog the
hesvy duty on the ore going into the
United States, fully €10 a ton. With a
smelter ranniog at a Kootenay Lake point,
the company could depsad upon a profit of
830 a ton or more on every ton of ore they
now have in sight, At present the company
have opened up forover 100 feet along their
principal vein of galena ora, and have at
present over 14,000 tons of ore in sight. It
this ore should all prove as vich as the ship-
ments already made, the company skould pay
handsomo dividends upon their capital steck
of 3300.000. .

Woinstance the Ibex of Slocan mine ba-
cause we have personal acquaintance with
the parties engaged in its development, and
believo the facts placed before us to be true,
But this is not the ouly rich mine of i's
class in the Slocan or other districts of West
Kuotenay, There aro numbers as rich and
some much richer, and the next year wall
wo beliave astonish the mining world w:th
facts and figures about both gold and ailver
prodaction in this wonderfal West Kootenay
region,

British Columbia Fisheries

——

The year 1808 has quite unexpectedly proved a
record year for the B. C, fisheries. It was in the
ordinary course of things expected t0 prove an off
year for the salmon run, but proved vn the con-
trary, the season of thic largest annual take on
record in the Province's history. Noless than
593,409 cases of salmon were put up by 45 can-
aeries; of these 310,333 cases were packed on the
TFraser river, 100,115 cases on the Skeena river;
107,487 cases on River’s Inlet; 14,640 on the Naas
river, and 22,700 cases at various other northern
points. This output represeats a value in round

other parts of Canada. The cauners gene
ascribe the unexpected run of the yearip Pt
the Fraser River hatchery and plead utpently f
the establishment of at least two vther hatcheri,
one to supply the needs of norther: waters, Ty
demands will probably be met by the Domingg
Government, which has hitherto made 4 ey
profit of nearly two-thirds of the receints by it fi
this Province, in respect of fishing licenses 30
other dues, and have spent less wan Slygy,
year on fishery supervision and Jovelupment
British Columbia. " The Hon. Mr. Davies by,
however, as Minister of Marine and Fisherieg 3
pressed himself in favor of the adopuon of 3 sy
liberal policy in respect of Brtssh Columing s,
cry aid, hence those jnterested in the indostrpare
hopeful of still further developments from it &
least ten new cannerics will begin operations
season, making 55in all, and there iy 0o reasa g
anticipate any falling off from cven the reend
yield of 1890, the nearest approach 1o whizh vz
it may here be wentioned, that of the smoqé
1803, when 500,220 cases were put up. Itisis
lcrcslin%z to note as regards the destinatiog of
most of the British Columbia salinon packthe
considerably more than five-sixths of it go directsy
England, for which a fleet of ten veusels cared
during that 1806, five hundred and thirty.cze
thousand one hundred and sixteen casess,” Th
home consumption of British Columbia cuneel
salmon is, therefore, throughout Canada small by
comparison with the foreign demand whichjssa.
de to be still steadily increasing.

. It is satisfactory to note in connection with t
branch of British Columbian industry that notecy
is the output large in amount and value, batsous
are the profits which as a rule yield veey coaida
ably more than the average return on mucad
capital investments on this Continent. The
halibut fishery is another growing ndastey of e
Province and immense takes of fish, often wegh
ing from 150 to 200 pounds each, are now bezg
made in the northern coast waters,  One stezzar
recently brought thence to Vancauver nolessity
sixty-six tons of this fish, representing some the
days’ fishing off the halibut banks. )

The bulk of the fish caught go 1o the Uridd
States, much of it to points in New England 2f
the industry is in fact controlled by Ameiz
capital which, however, profitably employsane
creasing number of Rritish Columbian fihusa
and other workers. A Norse colony lately esd
lished at Bella Coola is destined to supply
halibut flect with a finc centingent of sterdy
riners.

The onc branch of the B. C. fisheries whichds
clined last year, was that of scaling.  This prove]
somewhat unprofitable, only 53,657 skins Ly
taken as against 74,124 in 1593, butthe decine:
the value of scaling was much more than comper
sated by the growth as above indicsted fatk
salmonand halibut fisheries.

Large takes ofsturgeen of fine quality and kay
bulk which on occasions reach a weight of 100
pounds, were also made last year as heretoka:
and for local consumption large catches weie mil
of cod-herring, smels oolachans, cristacesns 22!
other fish.

Promising attempts arc being made by &
Dominion fishery department to accliniatise b
castern lobster and oyster mn Boush Colszi
waters and a large distribution made during IN%
of white fish spawn in the lakes «nd rivess ofe
Province is confidently expected, in anchea 1!
monthsorso, 10 add to the home fish seppiy 22
edible variety inhabiting large budics of (]
watcr, which bave leng been known and fa23
Manitoba. o

The gencral result of the B. C. fisheriesdary
theyear just expired should place he Provzeess
regards this great industry in a position soed
only in Canada to that of the famous M=
Province of Nova Seotia, again' which in g
ous rivalry Canada’s Pacific l'ravince iswwe
tering the list. .

It may be stated conservatively that thewaleed
the B. C. fisheries of 1890, including sealing, 8=
certainly have approached, if not excredd 3
total of $4,500,008.




