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Mr, .\, Pattullo suggested that the very full report of the pro
ceedings whichis publishedannually in PrRINvER w0 Prsrasii,
the official organ of the association, is quite sufficient for all
purposes and the cost of punting an annual report nught be
saved.

Mr, Cooper:  *The association tried thav plan one year,
but, by resolution, a report was published the text  year,
as a great many of the members complained that they
wanted to keep the reports on fyle.  There was also the
difficulty in adopting Mr. Pattullo’s suggestion that he could
not in PrIStiR awb Pesnsiner give details which  added
greatly to the value of the annwval report as a work of
reference.  $e had also found the annual repons most useful
in answering inquirics respecung the association, and it was
owi.ig to reception of a copy that many were now members.”

Mr. Ircland . 1 think we ought to continue publishing
the reports in convenient form. It was the reading of the
reports that caused me to jom the association.”

Mr. McKay: ** My experience is very much the same as
that of Mr. Ireland.”

Mr L. G. Jackson: * If the annual fee were reduced, and
PrixreR AND Pesrisiig used, instead of i1ssuing a report, even
if we bad to pay something for it, T think it would be apt o
increase our membership. I have been speaking to some, and
they think the fee is too high.”

Mr. Phillips: < Would it not be possible to increase the
adventising sufliciently to cover the cost ? "
‘The report was referred to the auditors.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

The chairman then read the president’s address as follows :
Cuintox, ONT. Jan. 30, 1899.
To the Members of the Canadian Press Association s

GENTLEMEN,—As | happen o be engaged in an election contest
that requires close personal attention, ! find that { cannot be with
you on this, your forty-first annual gathering, much as I would like
to be, and it is a source of great disappointment to me. 1 trust
that my absence from the chair will not in the slightest degree affect
the success of an organization in which 1have taken much interest,
and through whose agency I have derived much profit.

The past year has not been a particularly event{ul one, so far
as the general interests of the Press Association are concerned.
There have been no special features of a public nature, such as pre-
vailed during 1897, to call for the amazing enterprise of the press,
and ordinary matters have gone on the even tenor of their way.

1 think it will be generally admitted that the editorial tone of the
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Canadian press is higher than it has ever been, and that there is a
greater degree of fairness manifested in discussion than forwmerly
prevailed, 1 do not wish to pose as a critic, yetit must be acknow.
ledged that there is a unoticable absence from the editorial column of
much of the personal reference, which formerly was regarded as a
necessary part of every paper issued.  This change is to me a
pleasant ane, and [ believe it to be equally so to all members of tlus
association,  We have been trying to follow ideals in vatious
Lranches of the profession ; improvement. progress, and advance.
ment have been the stepping-stones upward, aml if we can oniy
succeed in eliminating from the editorial column, espeaially, that
which for convenience might be termed the ¢ objectional personal
spitit,”” we will have accomplished much. While the [nglish
papers might serve as models in this respect, itis not necessary that
we should follow any model. Our own ideas of propriety should
prevail, and as webroaden our views of public issues, our treatment
of them will be more on their own werits.

In a receat issue of The New York Sun, | noticed the following
paragraph, which has particular interest to the fraternity :

*The Canadian newspapers scem to be made up by men
naturally clever and industrious enough, but they expend their
intellects on questions so peculiarly provincial in their limitation
that we question if these journals are more than glanced atin any
American newspaper office, or are read by anybody in this republic,
or anywhere else outside of Canada, even by any of the million of
Canadians who have emigrated hither to share in a really national
existence.’”

Without commenting otherwise on this subject, I simply wish 1o
say that the average Canadian editor is equal to any emergency,
and if he thought his readers were more interested in the ruler of
Timbuctoo than on some topic of local or provincial interest, he
could just as readily prepare a leader on the one subject as on the
other. .

1 regret to say that we were not able to take the excursion to
the Coast as anticipated.  Although I endeavored to make arrange-
ments to this end, they were not such as ! could satisfactorily offer
to the members of the association and had to be dropped. 1 also
tried to arrange for an excursion on the upper lakes, but only found
about half a dozen members who were able to go, and, as I did
not regard this as sufliciently representative, this too had to be
cancelled. My correspondence with members of this association
convinced me that they are in favor of an excursion to some
attractive point, and I think it would be advisable to arrange for
one duting the coming Summer, but the time and place should be
decided upon early, so that members, in arranging for their

Summer's outing, could govern themselves accordingly. The
details could be arranged lacer.
The law of libel is still a matter demanding attention, Two

cases in particular have come up during the past year that have
special interest for us.  The one is the case in which The Kam.
loops Sentinel is concerned and the other is the one recently tried
in which The Toronto Telegram was the defendant. In the case
of the former the publisher asked for the cooperation and assistance
of the association, but it was found after considerable corre-
spondence that no specific assistance could be given. That some
amendmentsto the law are necessary and safeguards to the publisher
should be secured are self-evident, and the efiorts of the association
to protect its members and the nress generally from needless and
vexatious suits should not be in any degree abandoned.

In conclusion, let me express my appreciation of the faithfulness
and zeal of the secretary. On him has devolved much of the work
that should have been done by myself, That it has been admir-
ably performed is self-evident,

1 trust that your gathering muy be mutually profitable, and



