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Puiblie ivok-htijitiy Io property-Barge iitering inê Lachine~

Caflol-Lower.g lrvd ofwtr~muo to ot.if y ownui r
-Nt~Jig~'ce-O.5l 1ict. C. 16,a. 16 (c).

In the autunin of 1900 the suppliant plaReed his barge for winter
quarters at a phiee in the Lachine Canal %vhieh he had before ui.wd
for a similar purpose. The practice is now changed, but up to
and ineluding the year 19,00 it Nwas sufficient for any owner of a
barge, without asking leave or notifying anyone on behiaif of
the Crown, to leave hi& barge in the canal, and, during the winter
smre offleer of the Canais Departrnent would take the name of
the barge, mnisre it. make up an accouint, based on the tonnage,
for such use of the canai, and in the spring coilect the amount
thereof from tha owvner of the barge before she was perrnitted to
leave the canai, the whoie in conforniity with the provisions of
Art. 32 of the Tariff of Tolls framed by that department and
imaued in the year 1895. Soine tirne after the suppliant had sti
plaeed his barge in the canal, Mr. Marceau, the Superintending
Engineer, for the Province of Qucbec . of the Canais Department.
wrote officially to Mr. O 'Brien, the Superintendent of the La-
ehine Canal, directing him to have the water lowered on certain
dates during the winteý to faeîlitate certain work then being
done by the Grand Trunk Reilway Comnpany on their swing
bridge at St. Henri. Mr. Morceau aise gave a verbal order to
Mr. O 'Brien to comply with the umunal practice of notifying the
owners of bargos wintering in the canal before lowering the
water on any occasion. In pursuance of such verbal order Mr.
O 'Brilen directed one of the employees of the canal te notify the
barge owners whenever the level of the 'water was to be lowered.
Thias emp]oyee failed te notify the suppliant before the water waa
lowered a certain date, and bis barge was so injured by the
iowcring oL h- level. of the ýwater that she became a total lois.

Hded, coufirrning the report of the Registrar. that as the canal
ivas a public %vork à case of negligence was established for whih


