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they were allowed a certain freedom within the limits
of the village.

Meanwhile the news that white men had been
seized and were held as captives among the Iroquois
Attempts to l’éid reached the Dutch afc Fort
Shlanant Ak ange, and had aroused their sym-

pathy. The commandant, Arendt Van
Corlaer, with two interpreters, came to Ossernenon
to intercede for them and treat for their ransom.
Van Corlaer offered two hundred and sixty dollars,
an offer which was haughtily refused. Father Jogues
remarked that the Dutch envoys spent several days
in consultation, offering much but obtaining little.
Not wishing to offend their allies, the wily barbarians
promised that they themselves would conduct the
prisoners back to the French colony.

These efforts to free the missionary and his com-
panion were frowned on by the Iroquois and made
them more wary. Meanwhile the two men usually
retired outside the village walls where they could be
alone with God and their devotions. But even there
they were not alone; spies were watching all their
actions, and their fervor and the length of their
prayers excited the fury of those enemies of God.
René Goupil had become the special object of their
hatred, and the reason of his assasination is given
in detail by Father Jogues in the document quoted
so often in these pages. One day a little child, three
or four years old, entered Goupil’s cabin while he
was at prayer. With an excess of devotion and of love
for the Cross, and with a simplicity which in the
circumstances, Father Jogues avers, was not prudent




