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mountains are not easily crossed, and the vallies are

not easily rctaiiu'd. When the invader comes, he

moves hke an avalanche, carryinu; chstruction in his

path. The peasaniry sinks helbre liiin. The eonn-

try is too poor lor j)hinder ; and too roujj;h lor valua-

ble con(|uest. iXature presents her eternal barriers

on exery side to cheek the wantonness of ambition

;

and Switzerland remains with her simple institutions,

a military road to fairer climates, scarcely worth a

permanent ))ossession, and protected by the jealousy

of her neighbours.

We stand the latest, and, if we fail, probably the

last experiment of self-government by the people.

We have begun it under circumstances of the most

auspicious nature. We are in the vigor of youth.

Our growth has never been checked by the f ppres-

sions of tyranny. Our constitutions have never been

enfeebled by the vices or luxuries of the old world.

Such as we are, we have been from the beginning

;

simple, hardy, intelligent, accustomed to self-govern-

ment and self-respect. The Atlantic rolls between

us and any formidable foe. Within our own terri-

tory, stretching through many degrees of latitude

and longituile, we have the choice of many products,

and many means of independence. The government

is mild. Tlie press is free. Religion is free. Know-
ledge reaches, or may reach, every home. What
fairer prospect of success could be presented ?

W^hat means more adecpiate to accompUsh the sub-

lime end ? What more is necessary, than for the

people to preserve what they themselves have cre-

ated?


