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that a true pcture of his mhid and genius, his motives

and feelings, could with difficulty be exhibited in any

other way with so much distinctness, as through the

medium of his own language. Free and full selections

from his letters and journals are interspersed. His inces-

sant activity, want of leisure, and few opportunities of

practising composition as an art, afford an apology for

the imperfections of his style, which the candid r^der

Will regard in the favourable light it deserves. His dic-

tion is nijever polished, and his words are not always well

chosen; but his ideas are ojfteh original, copious, well

combined, and forcibly expressed.

In executing this work, the only aim has been to bring

together a series of facts, ii^hich should do justice to the

fiiroe and character ofa man, who possessed qualities and

performed deeds, that rendered him remarkable, and are

worthy of being remembered. If the author has been

successful in this attempt, he is rewaMed for the labour

it has cost him.
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