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the ipies, difpatched for obfervation, inform us, that 1756.

the works are intirely demoliOied, and the enemy de-
^-"*^^"*^

parted. . In what manner, and by what numbers, it was circum-

taken, or upon what terms iurrendered, I cannot give fiege un-

your Ix>rd(hip any fatisfadtory account. How many were
'^''^°'

killed on either fide is alfo unknown ; tho' certain it is

that Lieut. Col. Mercer^ the commanding officer, is among

the (lain.

It is much to be wifhed, my Lord, that Mr. Shirley's

advice to General Abercrombie had been followed: and

equally to be regretted, that Sir William Johnfbn returned

with fuch precipitation from Onondaga to Albany. Nor Battoemen

ought the difcharge of 400 battoe-men, after Bradflreet's dufharg^/

return, to pafi without fome remark. They arrived at-^^6:izj/c>tay

Schenectady, as I obferved before, on the nth ofJuly ; and >k<_^«^ ^
methinJ!^ the recent proofs of their courage, and the ac- 'tctA^^,

count they gave of the flrength and defigns of the enemy,

might have been a fufficient antidote againft the poifon 1^.1.^Ml
of that council for their difcharge ; which was unqueflion-

ably defigned by Mr. Shirley's enemies for throwing an

odium on his meafures. To the fame influence^ my General

Lord, it was undoubtedly owing, that General Webb's^^h de-

march, with the 44th regiment from Schenedady, was^^-

delayed till the i ath of Augufl, but two days before the

garrifon was adually furrendeted. He had proceeded no

farther than Burnet's Field, with his regiment of 900 men,

and the remaining 800 battoe-men, when the deferters

brought him the news of the fiege. Upon the receipt of
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