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PREFACE. VV.

'T'HE following trifles are not the produdion

of the Poet, who, with all the advantages

of learned art, and perhaps amid the elegan-

cies and idlenefl*es of upper life, looks down for

a rural theme, with an eye to Theocrites or

VirgiL To the Author of this, thefe and other

celebrated names their countrymen are, in their

original languages, * A fountain fhut up, and a

' book fealed.' Unacquainted with the neceflary

requifites for commencing Poet by rule, he fings

thefentimentsandmanners,hefeltandfawinhim-

felf and his ruftic compeers around him, in his

and their native language. Though a Rhymer

from his earlieft years, at leafl from the earlieft

impulfes ofthe fofter paflions,it was not till very

lately, that the applaufe, perhaps the partiality,

of Frienidihip, wakened his vanity, fo far as to
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