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in. I come now, in the laft place, to make fome practical

reflections and obfervations on this fubjeCl.

I. It appears then that the firft and greatefl; duty of man

is what he owes to his Malcer. To fear God, and obey him,

is the truefl wifdom. The benefits of ferving our Creator

faithfully, extend to every ftate and condition, in which we

are, or can be placed i they extend to every period of our

exigence. The happinefs of individuals here, the welfare

offociety, and ourfalvaticn through eternity, are all fufpend-

ed on the attention we pay to his fervice.

This fhews how careful wefhouldbetodifchargeourdu-

tytoGod, with pun(5lual and fcupulous exadtnefs. Nothing

fhould ever be permitted to interfere with that duty. To
negle«3: it, or prefer any other before it, would be inconfiftent

with the nature of things ; with the relation in which we

ftand to the Almighty, and with the obligations we are un-

der. It would therefore be irrational and unwife, as well as

impious.

And this holds equally true, whether we confider our-

felves feparatcly, as individuals ; or co!le(^ively, as united in

fociety. Religion is the furcft, Hrmeft fupport of fociety and

government. Without it, they cannot exift. There never

was a ieunder maxim of policy than that of Solomon—'' That

*' righteoufnefs exalteth a nation ; but fin is a reproach to

" any people.*" The regular, devout and confcientious

pradice of religion engages the Almighty's protecStion, and

draws down h'n blefling upon a people j whilft it difpofes in-

dividuals tu reverence legal authority, as the ordinance of

God i to pay rc;fpe6l anu obedience to the laws ; to love

and promote peace and order, and to dil'charge every other
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Prov. xiv. 34.


