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tSelivei* Canada and Nova Scotia fettered Into

the hands of Congrefs, to lay open ihe fiftieries

to France and to America? Or was the

work ft ill incomplete, while a fingle province

remained to England?
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Perhaps I fhall be told, that " the Floridas

•' were onerous to this country; that they

*' were infertile waftes, unwholfome, un-

" fettled, and productive of Icarce any re-

** venue to the Crown." Even was I to

allow thefe arguments, and grant thefe afler-

tions in their full force, which I am far, how-

ever, from doing, I reply, that their local (itua-

tion rendered them invaluable to us. They

command in a great meafure the communi-

cation with the River Miffiffippi, and the in-

terior parts of Carolina and Georgia. They

furnifh fome very eflential articles, particularly

naval ftores ; and lumber for the Weft-India

iflands. They will be felt in a future war, as

a fevere curb on the trade with Jamaica. In

any cafe, the prefervation of one or both

might have done honour to )'our humanity

;

and they would at leaft have formed fome

afylum, however defert or inhofpitable, for
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