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fiftieth part ofthe produce of Portugal, They
confift of the woollen goods, of all .cinds, of
England, France, and Holland; the linens

and laces of Holland, France, and Germany;
the filks of France and Italy ; lead, tin, iron,

copper, and all forts of utenlils wrought in

thefe metals, from England j as well as falt-

li(h, beef, flour, and chcefe. Oil they have

from Spain. Wine, with fome fruits, is

nearly all with which they are fupplied from
Portugal.

Though the profits in this trade are great,

very few Portuguefe merchants trade upon
their own ftocks ; they arc generally credited

by the foreign merchants, whofe commodities
they vend, efpecially the Englifh. In fliort,

though in Portugal, as in Spain, all trade

with their plantations is firidly interdidted to

flrangers ; yet, like all regulations that con-

tradid the very nature of the objedl they re-

gard, they are here as little attended to as in

Spain. The Portuguefe is only the truftee and

fadtor; but his fidelity is equal to that of the

Spanifli merchant; and that has fcarce ever

been fhaken by any public or private caufe

whatfoever. A thing furprifingjin the Portu-

guefe ; and a flriking inllaiice amongft a peo-

ple fo far from remarkable for their integrity,

of what a cuftom originally built upon a few
examples, and a confequent reputation built

upon' that, will be able to effect in afuccefiion

of


