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ferred. to an extract in another newspaper, | I thought that an honourable man could
in Wl.uch Mr. Blair is reported to have said | not accept it without its being offered in an
be might have got a seat in the other House | honourable manner.

g he was willing to pay enough for it. I

aresay one might say that with truth. In
any large body it is quite possible that there
1S someone that money or some thing would
tempt, but Mr. Blair's saying what is stated
if he did say it, does not amount to much.
He made no offer—it is not pretended that
he made any offer, or ever intended to make
any offer, of a pecuniary kind or of any other
kind in order to get aseat. It does not do,
as my hon. friend knows very well, to critical-
.Y eXamine every word that a public speaker
IS reported to have used on any particular
occasion. It would embarrass us very much
if we were to attempt to draw logical conclu-
sions from such reports, as if every word were
Properly reported and carefully considered.
Mr. ‘Blair has been too long in public life,
and 1s too well known in public life, for the
h'ouse to doubt that there is any action of
18 that is not strictly honourable and that
would not bear the closest investigation.
. Hon, Mr. BECHARD -I am perhaps
Justified in believing that my hon. friend
OPPosite has referred to me in speak-
ng of his hon. friend on this side of the
is oqiz::?id saying that a man in my position
ceivJe t;l ed In “making sacrifices to re-
infor © position of senator. I wish to
M my hon, friend and this House that
R ea"e not made the least sacrifice to receive
oﬂer};?islttlon of senator. The position was
over o é) me without any condition whatso-
oo cél fbe/fore accepting it I received as-
souln nst drom parties whose sincerity I
than, o 0 ou'bt:3 that it had been for more
Ministey ear the intention of the present First
them t{l, Which he had communicated to
o p(;we :lth if he ever reached the summit
the Senate ¢ would offer me a position in
surance that It was after receiving the as-
o lons tima such had been his intention for
honour of e that I (decided to accept the
no sacrif a position in this House. I made
to ce and I would not have made any
secure that position. I told my con-

22.2?”3“ that if the position had been
ed to me on condition that I should
make room in

the House of Commons
f’(:arr solmebody else, I should have ecried
thoy houdly “00,” and I added that al-
o ugh 1T copsxdered the position of

nator as being dignified and elevated,

THE ADDRESS.
MOTION.
Hon Mr. POWER moved :

That the following Address be presented to His
Excellency the Governor General, to offer the
humble thanks of this House to His Excellency for
the gracious Speech which he has been pleased to
make to both Houses of Parliament ; namely :—

To His Excellency the Right Honourable Sir
John Campbell Hamilton-Gordon, Earl of Aber-
deen ; Viscount Formartine, Baron Haddo, Meth-
lic, Tarves and Kellie, in the Peerage of Scotland;
Viscount Gordon of Aberdeen, County of Aber-
deen, in the Peerage of the United Kingdom ; Bar-
onet of Nova Scotia ; (Governor General of Canada.
MAY 1T PLEASE YOUR EXCELLENCY ;—

We, Her Majesty’s most dutiful and loyal sub-
jects, the Senate of Canada in Parliament as-
sembled, beg leave to ofter our humble thanks-to
Your Excellency for the gracious Speech which

Your Excellency has addressed to both Houses of
Parliament.

He said: I can hardly plead that I am
unaccustomed to public speaking, or unac-
customed to speaking in the Senate, but at
the same time I feel considerably embarrass-
ed in rising to-day. I am speaking in an
unaccustomed place. I have for the last
seventeen sessions been speaking on the
other side of the House, and trying to
find fault (not unreasonably, I hope) with
the speeches made by previous govern-
ments and placed in the hands of His
Excellency the Governor General. At
the same time, although I have changed
my place, I find that I am still in a minor-
ity. There is that difference between the
change of governmert as it affects the Sen-
ate and as it affects the House of Commons.
Although I might prefer that, as in the
other chamber, my friends were in a major-
ity here, still, as a member of this House, I
feel a sort of compensating satisfaction in
being able to look around me, and see the
old familiar faces that I have seen in the
past. I regret to see that the hon. gentle-
man from Monck, who was directly in front
of me, has got to one side so that I cannot
conveniently see him, but I notice the smiling
face of the leader of the Opposition just in
the same relative position that it was in last
year when he sat on this side of the House.
I shall take up the Speech from the Throne,



