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Hudson Bay Company, was to them
valuçless, except as a hunting field.
In the transfer to the Dominion they
made reserves of comparatively smali
portions in different localities, and now
Mnder the prospect of a development of
the territory, by the construction of rail-
ways and settlement, the reserves are of
more value to the company than was the
whole territory in its wild condition, and
just so will it prove te the Dominion ;
utter the subsidy of land is set off, how-
,ver large it mnay be, that which will re-
main to us will be, with the railway
.completed, of intinitely more value than
was the whole, and, what is bf inéaleuable
advantage, give ready access to that vast
fertile region where our own' sons and
the immigrants who come to us may find
homes for themselves and their descen-
dlants to give strength, prosperity, -and
»tability to the Dominion. Reference is
iade in the speech to the Intercolonial
Railway, and we are told that its position
linancially lias been greatly improved.
My hon. friend who moves the Address
has referred te the discussions in Parlia-
ment respecting the construction of that
work, and tie doubts which were ex-
pressed that it would be of any commer-
vial value to the Dominion, or that it
would ever carry a barrel of flour. I
have not the returns of freight carried
over the road, but I am sure it is beyond
the anticipations of the most satiguine
friends of the line; but whilst the traffic
was large the position in which it came
1e the hands of its present managers in
2878-9 was certainly discotrraging. On
the main line the expenses overran the
receipts $716,000, and on the Prince
Edward Island road $90,000. This was
a condition of things of the utmost impor-
lance to the whole Dominion. The men of
4lhe West had benefitted largely by the
road in enabling them to send their
products to thã Maritime Provinces, but
as they claim to be the largest tax-
paying portion of our people it was not
pleasant tq them te face an annual deficit
of over three quarters of a million, in the
working of that road; besides, this de-
licit was so great as te preclude the idea
,f reduced freights on their produce te
i'eet the redcîtions in competing lines
south of us for the produce of that
Èointry te the seaboard. Eastward for
the same lasons, as well as becanse we
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required increased accommodation fer
traflic which we could not expect with so
large a deficit, the condition was dis-
couraging ; and I am sure it will be
gratifying te all to learn the aImot
marvellous change which lias been
brought about. So soon as the preset
head of that Department ascertained its
full position, with a vigorous hand bie
commenced a reduction of the expenses,
and so well lias lie succeeded, that whilst
the cost of 714 miles of road was in
the year preceding his management
$2,010,000, in the succeeding year,
and with the- Riviere du Loup line
added froin August, making 836 miles
to work, the expenses, with this
increased mileage, were reduced to
$1,6u0,000, which, with an increase of
receipts, left but a small deficit, and the
present year gives every assurance that
there will be a surplus, with the road ii
splendid condition. This, I maintain, is
a matter of vital importance, both Eat
and West, inasmuch as so soon as the
receipts and expenditure approach a
balance, we can expmet increased expen-
ditures to develop new trades aml
better meet the requiiements of the old.
Having occupied so much of Vour time,
hon. gentlemen, I must -leave the othet
paragraphs as presented by my hon,
friend, the mnover of the Address, believing
with him that this hon. louse will give
careful consideration to every matteè
presented to it affecting the well-being
and good government of the Dominion.

lon. 'Mr. SCOTT made some con-
ments on the speeehes of the mover and
seconder. and added a criticisin on the
general policy of the Government.

[The above has been substituted, by Mr. Scott'a
direction, for the full report of his speech.-
SENATE REPORTERS]

olnii. Sir ALEX. CAMPBELL-i
have listened, and I ain sure the House
lias listened, with great pleasure te the
remarks of the hon .gentleman who moved,
and the lion. gentleman who seconded, the
motion which is now under considera-
tion. It would be presumnptuous on my
part to offer either of these gentlemen,
.who have experience equal with my own
of legislation and in parliament, congrat-
ulations upon the speeches 'which they
have made, but I think the louse will
agree with me that, often as we have
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